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Your  story 
begins  with 
your  final 
Homecoming 
Week,  followed  by  your  last  memories  at  your  senior 
Homecoming  dance.  You  enter  a  new  chapter 
hen  you  paint  up  for  a  football  game  and  lead 
le  student  section  for  the  first  time.  A  stressful 
chapter  begins  as  you  apply  to  colleges  and  for 
your  F.A.F.S.A.  You  eagerly  wait  to  hear  back 
about  your  applications  and  scholarships.  A 
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band,  cast,  or  club.  You  make 
memories  with  friends,  ole'  ~ 
will  last  a  lifetime.  You  p 

isemble  for  your 
— >dbye  to  the  me 
sd  you  throug 
ie  worst  moment 
story  ends 
;  across  the  stage 
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as  yi 
jr  future, 
is. 


Mohammed  Abass 
Myah  Ackerland 
Jorge  Aguilera 
Eehan  Akram 
Abdulazeez  Al  Gburi 
Ali  Al  Oraifi 
Asrielle  Allen 


Bailey  Allison 
Victoria  Almanza 
Grace  Alongi 
Mariah  Anderson 
Lexie  Angusich 
Soe  Aung 
Alicia  Austin 


Alexandra  Axup 
Anna  Bacon 
Kelsey  Bagley 
Bryan  Banks 
Trenton  Banks 
Omidullah  Barikzay 
Caitleen  Battin 


Lauren  Bell 
Lauren  Bell 
Sade  Berryman 
Dawt  Bik 
Cierra  Bisweil 
Jada  Black 
Zachary  Blumberg 


Stefanie  Borchardt 
India  Bradley 
Shelby  Brasmer 
Shalynn  Brodnax 
Camille  Brune 
Nicole  Burnett 
Agata  Burzynska 


Andrew  Bushnell 
Alexis  Butler 
Haley  Camlin 
Amssa  Campbell 
Katherine  Chastain 
Chi  Chi 

Cinthia  Cisneros 


Ndayavugwa  Collette 
Camryn  Comodore 
Casey  Comodore 
Kameron  Craig 
Kiara  Craig 
Magdalene  Crawford 
Aaron  Crose 


Rachael  Cupp 
Shawn  Dennis 
Sumer  DePaepe 
Madison  DePover 
Timothy  Did 
Karl  Dix 
Htoo  Doh 


VISITING  TH€  COUNTRY'S  COLL' 


University  of  Michigan 


Harvard  University  (MA) 


"The  experience  visiting 
Harvard  was  the  best  I’ve 
had  in  my  college  search. 
The  campus  was  its  own 
town,  and  it  was  absolutely 
gorgeous!  The  old 
architecture  and  scenery 
made  it  feel  like  I  wasn't 
fifteen  minutes  away  from  a 
huge  city!" 

-  Ellie  Hoeper 


”1  thought  my  visit  to 
Michigan  was  quite 
unforgettable.  It's  such  a  big 
school,  but  they  made  it  a 
point  to  make  you  feel 
comfortable.  It's  the  top 
public  school  in  the  nation, 
I'm  so  glad  I  got  to  visit. 
They  were  also  very 
prepared.  It  started  raining 
on  the  tour,  so  they  passed 
out  ponchos  for  all  of  us!" 

-  Annika  Hong 


"The  visit  went  really  well!  It 
is  on  my  top  three  choices 
for  college.  The  location 
was  definitely  amazing!" 

-  Logan  Haskill 


"As  a  military  kid,  I've 
become  accustomed  to 
going  to  new  places  every 
couple  years,  but  visiting 
Wheaton  made  me  feel 
especially  at  home.  The 
campus  is  small,  but 
gorgeous.  The  students 
and  faculty  are  awesomely 
friendly  and  very 
welcoming.” 

-  Maddie  Meredith 
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Kaila  Drish 
Jorge  Duarte 
Selena  Duarte 
Robert  Ducey 
Connor  Dusch 
Klarissa  Eckermann 
Justice  Edell 


Lah  Tae  Eh 
Jacob  Ellis 
Alexis  Ely 
Jennah  Emmert 
Dominic  Esposito 
Griffin  Evans 
Donovan  Ferrel 


Emmalee  Finch 
Annee  Fleck 
Jana  Fleming 
Tatum  Flores 
Allison  Foster 
Corey  Freeman 
Audrey  Gale 


Maniriho  Gatoto 
Shawn  Gingry 
Elijah  Gooden 
Madison  Graham 
Chelsea  Griffin 
Jacob  Griffin 
Nicholas  Griffin 


"I'm  really  glad  to  be  able  to 
vote  in  the  election,  and  I 
honestly  wouldn't  have  known 
how  to  register  to  vote  without 
Mr.  Hains  helping  me  and 
giving  me  the  paperwork." 

-  Madison  Graham 


tytlf  E»< 


"It  feels  good  to  finally  participate 
in  the  civic  duty  of  voting.  It's  just 
an  American  thing  to  do.” 

-  Austin  Trask 


“Voting  makes  me  feel  like  I  have  an 
actual  say,  that  my  voice  matters  and 
I  can  be,  or  make,  a  difference.  It  kind 
of  gives  me  a  sense  of  power  that  I’m 
helping  make  a  decision  in  our 
country.” 

-  Arriaja  Johnson 
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Alicia  Gruhlke 
Jerry  Hacker 
Kassidy  Hainline 
Karrissa  Hall 
Kelciee  Hall 
Ayana  Hancock 
Emma  Hanson 


Logan  Haskill 
Cameron  Heath 
Emilie  Heggen 
Sui  Hnem 
Elisabeth  Hoeper 
Antonio  Holden 
William  Holmberg 


Annika  Hong 
Jayden  Hoskins 
Tee  Moo  Hsee 
July  Htoo 
Tal  Nay  Htoo 
Dim  Sian  Huai 
Kaitlyn  Hughes 
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"I  look  up  to  my 
brother  because  he 
grows  a  magnificent 
beard." 
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Vincent  Esposito 


"I  look  up  to  my 
brother  because  he 
pushes  me  in  every 
aspect  of  my  life, 
whether  it  be  sports  or 
academics,  because 
he  has  been  through  it 
already." 
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"She  gives  really  good 
advice  because  she 
has  already  been 
through  the  things  I 
am  just  starting  to  go 
through.  She  is  always 
there  to  help  me  when 
I  need  it." 
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DayBreonna  Jones 
LaShonta  Jones 
Roda  Juma 
Sarah  Kadima 
Nyong-Ja  Kalomba 
Faith  Karr 
Hunter  Keim 


Triston  Kelley 
Cedreahna  Kennedy 
Pearson  Kerchner 
Stephanie  Kemo 
Emma  Knuckey 
Rebecca  Knuth 
Alaina  Kolls 


Beth  Kuehnel 
Mu  Ke  La 
Ian  Lamped 
Kelann  Lampkin 
Max  Lelonek 
Kaylyn  Lewis 
Keniya  Lewis 


Julia  Limon 
Samuel  Little 
Trent  Livengood 
Darin  Lommell 
Rachel  Long 
Meadow  Lucas 
Taylor  Madison 


"Being  a  guy  in  Color 
Guard  is  different 
than  being  a  girl 
because  I  don’t  have 
to  do  my  makeup  or 
stress  about  my  hair 
and  stuff  like  that." 

-  Pearson  Kerchner 


"One  of  the  perks  of 
being  one  of  the  guys 
is  that  I’m  surrounded 
by  girls  all  day, 
Mondays  and 
Wednesdays." 

-  Kyle  Plohr 
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Diego  Martinez 
Leticia  Martinez  - 
Ramirez 
Drake  Mason 
Brianna  Mathews 
Jarred  McClendon 
Kobe  McCorkle 
Bryce  McCraw 


Gillian  McMahon 
Miranda  Meadows 
Karilyn  Meyer 
Caitlyn  Milefchik 
Loryn  Millbrook 
Ashlee  Minear 
Oh  Sho  Moo 


Soe  Gay  Moo 
Dakota  Moore 
Bienvenue  Mshonda 
Tyshae  Mulica 
Dustin  Murphy 
Jerome  Mutsinzi 
Faith  Mutum 


Jacob  Naab 
Joshantis  Nephew 
Aniah  Newsome 
Hunter  Neyens 
Nay  Ngae 
Salvator  Niyimbona 
Faransine 
Niyokwizera 


♦  *  * 

BUT  THE  MEMORIES  j 
WILL  LAST  FOREVER.  * 


Nishimwe  Magrethe 


Taylor  Madison 


"My  favorite  memory 
was  at  WIU  during 
my  freshman  year 
for  marching  band.  ” 


India  Bradley 


Omidullah  Barikzay 


Noah  Wiley 
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Zachary  Painter 
Bilon  Paul 
Jeffery  Perez 
Bannie  Philips 
Trevor  Pickett 
Salena  Pizano 
Fatima  Plumb 


Matthew  Pohl 
William  Pohl 
Ay  ana  Powell 
Camryn  Price 
Jaysia  Pugh 
Morgan  Putnam 
Elama  Quilty 


Carmelita  Ramirez 
Daniel  Ramirez 
Mikayla  Reed 
James  Richardson 
Lexus  Robinson 
Jenifer  Romero 
Thomas  Romo 


Susan  Saleh 
Charlieana  Salzmann 
Elena  Santillan 
Blake  Schneider 
Allyssa  Schriner 
Leigha  Sebben 
Christopher  Selsor 


Josh  Teggatz,  Alex  Sierens,  zach  Blumburg 

Elaina  Quilty,  Mason  Witsman  ancj  Jacob  Ellis 


Caity  Treanor  and 
Erik  Tunnell 
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Jessica  Shewell 
Deangelo  Shinaul 
Alexandra  Shuck 
Kwa  Si 

Alexandria  Sierens 
Grace  Sigler 
Brady  Smith 


Katelyn  Smock 
Hannah  Snell 
Taylor  Sodaro 
Aung  Soe 
Elizabeth  Speaker 
Taylor  Spencer 
Chase  Spicer 


Emily  Spidle 
Rachel  Spragg 
D  Angelo  Steele 
Christopher  Stone 
Sabrina  Stone 
Tajae  Stoner-Hams 
Tate  Sunlin 


Maegan  Tallman 
Jacob  Tauke 
Alexis  Taylor 
Joshua  Teggatz 
EhTu  Tha 
Jasmine  Thomas 
Isaac  Thompson 
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Yin  Min  Tight 
Seth  Tobin 
Jessica  Torrence 
Christian  Torres 
Austin  Trask 
Caitlyn  Treanor 
Garrolyn  Vah 


Ethan  Walker 
Elijah  Westmorland 
Denae  Whaley 
Tatianna  White 
Noah  Wiley 
Ma  Khin  Win 
Mason  Witsman 


Kylie  Wvmer  Alex  Axup 

"My  good  luck  charms  "I  wear  my  cowboy  boots  to 
are  my  bracelets  for  my  every  Jazz  Band  concerk^ 
track  meets.” 


Andrew  Bushncll 

"What  helps  me  race  my 
best  in  meets  is  IcyHot 
patches  on  my  legs.” 


Kassidy  H 

On  game  da&mm 
the  most  important 
than  the  on 


Seniors  Look  Beyond  the  Rock 


Lauren  Bell 

Lauren  would  prefer  to 
attend  Bradley  University 
next  year,  and  major  in  Pre- 
Med  Biology. 


Alek  Jacobs 

Alek  would  prefer  to  go  to 
the  University  of  Chicago, 
where  he  would  get  a 
business  degree. 


Emilie  Heggen 
Emilie  would  like  to  attend 
the  University  of  Iowa,  where 
she  will  get  a  degree  in  Pre- 
Med  Biology. 


Zachary  Blumberg 

Zach  plans  on  going  to 
Missouri,  where  he  will 
obtain  a  degree  in  Chemical 
Engineering. 


Alaina  Kolls 

"I  want  to  go  to  Black  Hawk 
College,  then  to  Trinity  College  for 
nursing.” 


Audrey  Gale 

"I  plan  to  go  to  Black  Hawk 
College  to  become  a  marine 
biologist." 


Emily  Spidle 

"I  want  to  go  to  the  University  of 
Illinois  to  become  a  physical 
therapist." 


Killian  Neels 

“The  college  I  want  to  go  to  is 
Joliet  Junior  College  for  video 
game  design.”  13 


Freshman  to  Senior 
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Senior 


Jobs 


"A  nurse." 

Anna  Bacon 


"An  orthodontist." 

•Taylor  Spencer 


"A  plastic  surgeon." 

-  Camryn  Price 


"A  speech-language  pathologist." 

-  Stephanie  Kemo 


"A  history  teacher." 

Mason  Witsman 
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"Sailor  in  the  Navy,  get  my  degree  "A  nurse  practitioner." 

in  Architecture  to  design  buildings  -  Brianna  Mathews 

in  refugee  areas." 

-  Bryce  McCraw 


"A  lawyer." 

-  Logan  Haskill 


The  Senior  Class 

'jo'UA^  StdAM,. 

Tyler  John 

doAJcuJbtA.  15,  1998  ~  May  19,  1016 

Travis  Soseman 

Mtuuek  6,  1999  -  Ma^ck  1,  1016 
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1.  Annika  Hong  2.  Bryce  McCraw  3.  Kari  Meyer 
4.  Camille  Brune  5.  Samantha  Pauwels  6. 
Elaina  Quilty  7.  Tatum  Flores  8.  Logan  Haskill 
9.  Alexis  Butler  10.  Alexandria  Sierens  11. 
Joshua  Teggatz  12.  Kylie  Wymer  13.  Lauren 
Bell  14.  Madison  DePover  15.  Maegan  Tallman 
1 6.  Stephanie  Kerno  1 7.  Jana  Fleming  1 8. 
Caity  Treanor  1 9.  Taylor  Spencer  20.  Caity 
Battin  21.  Grace  Sigler  22.  Ellie  Hoeper 


Y[OUR]  J2> 


¥ 


begins  with  the 
thrill  of  becoming 
an 

upperclassman. 

The  privilege  of  driving  yourself  to  and  from  school 
has  become  a  part  of  your  daily  life.  Your  story 
continues  with  gaining  some  leadership  in  the 
activities  you  have  grown  to  love:  becoming  an 
officer  in  Drama  Club,  a  Section  Leader  in 
Marching  Band,  or  an  Editor  in  Journalism 
class.  You  begin  to  prepare  for  AP  tests  and 
the  ACT,  planning  and  studying  as  you 
•  never  have  before.  Before  you  know  it, 
Spring  rolls  around,  and  you  find 
yourself  dressing  up  for  your  prom  for 
*  the  first  time.  Your  story  progresses 
with  visits  to  prospective  colleges,  as 
you  begin  to  turn  dreams  into  plans 
for  the  future.  Your  story  ends  with 
the  realization  that  next  year,  all 
the  students  will  be  looking  to 
you  for  leadership  and 
guidance. 


Aeman  Abass 
Lindsey  Abell 
Sophie  Agbayani 
Nyibol  Agot 
Eliana  Aguirre 
Lily  Aguirre 
Corneilus  Aldridge 
Zainab  Alfoudari 


Mary  Allen 
Dellaney  Anderson 
Jaden  Anderson 
Joseph  Anderson 
Marieo  Anderson 
Klara  Arrington 
Luke  Aunan 
Damesha  Austin 


Shandon  Babers 
Robert  Bagley 
Carson  Baker 
Keely  Baumunk 
Deyana  Beason 
Nzeyimana  Beatrice 
Andrew  Beierlein 
Kelly  Bell 


Kieran  Benson 
Po  Blae 
Edgar  Blanco 
Kobie  Blanks 
Munezero  Bodelly 
P.T.  Boeye 
Nyandwi  Bonane 
Didier  Bracamontes 
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•*/Ay  missip$  pub 
caps  are  a 
metaphor  for  all  tpe 
l^'S  I  )pat /e  tal^ep  ip 
my  life.” 
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“Shelby  apd  I  bat/e  a 
special  bopd.  Spe 
tal^es  me 
ei/eryu/perev 
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“It  is  about  time  I 
$ot  a  car.  It  pas 
beep  a  mipute.” 


POM 


Juniors  describe 
their  first  cars 
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Angele  Burgess 
Jasmine  Burke 
Guadalupe  Calderon 
Axel  Camacho 
Romar  Cantu 
Jozie  Carnes 
Chrislyn  Carr 
Andres  Carrillo 


Diavhiaughn  Carter 
Miguel  Castaneda 
Stacy  Castaneda 
Yesenia  Castaneda  Ruedas 
Paw  Cho 
Dylan  Clark 
Jamareas  Clark 
Cory  Clemons 
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Jaden  Coakley 
Enck  Cole 
Anthony  Collins 
Dyashia  Colvin 
Aubrey  Conner 
Mykedra  Craig 
Tia  Crawford 
Santiana  Cruz 


Caleb  Davenport 
JaMeiah  Davis 
Samantha  Davis 
Joseph  DeLong 
Irakoze  Dequine 
Dominick  Diehn 
Michael  Dillard 
Alexis  Dillender 


Mpawenayo  Divera 
Carolyn  Donaldson 
Hunter  Dorman 
Dominic  Edwards 
Tyler  Eggers  Duarte 
Benjamin  Ellis 
Jasmine  Elsey 


Hannah  House  and 
Grace  Hayes 

"We  met  in  5th  grade  at 
Skate  City,  and  we’ve 
been  BFF’s  ever  since 


Javontae  Rush, 
Demari  Craig  and 
Mi'Chail  Sudberry 

“We  all  started  playing 
football  together  in  7th 
grade,  and  have  been 
really  close  ever  since." 


Dellaney 
Anderson  and 
Lauren  Hall 

"We’ve  played 
basketball 
together  since  we 
were  six,  at 
Upward." 


Brandt  Samuelson 
and  Nate  Wells 

"We  met  in  the  Hy-Vee 
freezer  aisle  when  we 
were  in  preschool. 
We  play  baseball 
together,  and  we 
hangout,  and  all  that  fun 
stuff.” 
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Alfredo  Emory 
Anastasia  Engels 
Raymond  Evans 
Tarry n  Ferguson 
Galena  Fessler 
Jade  Ford 
Amber  Formholtz 


James  Forslund 
David  Frederickson 
Nichole  Frels 
Eric  Friestad 
Alex  Gant 
Christian  Garcia 
Klayton  Garcia 
Brandon  Garner 


VyShar  Garrard  Fender 
Dalton  Garrison 
Jalil  Gay 
Ezequiel  Gomez 
Marily  Gomez 
Alejandra  Gomez-Lopez 
Katya  Goodman 
Soevierra  Granderson 


Cade  Green 
Juan  Guerrero 
Dionicio  Guerrero  Jr. 
Miguel  Gutierrez 
Noemi  Gutierrez 
Jazmine  Hall 
Lauren  Hall 
Shakia  Hankerson 


Ty  Lewis  TYLER  DUARTE  NICHOLE  FRELS  Brandt  Samuelson 


Chick-fil-a 

"Having  a  job  helps  a 
lot.  It  teaches  you  how 
to  manage  time  and 
money.” 


Happy  Joes 

"At  first,  I  thought  it 
was  going  to  be  hard 
and  challenging,  but 
once  I  got  used  to 
things,  I  loved  it." 


QC  Mallards 

"Having  a  job  makes 
you  learn  how  to 
manage  time,  and 
prioritize  work  and 
school." 


HyVee 

"Having  a  job  is  very 
fun,  and  is  a  fantastic 
experience." 
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Ndikumana  Helena 
Raya  Henry 
Maxwell  Herbert 
Eunice  Hernandez 
Samantha  Hernandez 
Deasia  Hickman 
Deaunna  Hines 
Gabrielle  Hoeper 


Vanessa  Holland 
Logan  Honts 
DeAngelo  Home 
Trevon  Horne 
Hannah  House 
Abbie  Howard 
April  Htoo 
EhDeeWay  Htoo 


Moo  Htoo 
MuKaPaw  Htoo 
Joshua  Huisman 
Tyler  Huizar-Fuller 
Katlyn  Hunter 
Caroline  Hunwardsen 
Zach  Hurt 
Madeline  Inman 


Patient  Jabbah 
Morgan  Janes 
Nizigama  Jannine 
Alejandro  Jaramilk) 
Nishimwe  Jean  Bosco 
Irambona  Jenvier 
Cyan  Jerome 
Essence  Johnson 


For  many  marching  band  students,  being  a  part  of  a  drum  corps  is  a 
dream  that  doesn’t  often  come  to  fruition.  But,  for  junior,  Dakota 
Heffernan,  it  became  a  reality.  Dakota  spent  his  summer  traveling  and 
competing  in  the  Shadow  Drum  and  Bugel  Corps’.  He  explained  he 
“wanted  to  try  Shadow  because  2016  was  its  first  season,  and  what  was 
especially  interesting  about  it  was  that  it  was  already  a  summer  group 
that  had  made  the  transition  to  Drum  Corps.”  However,  he  almost  didn’t 
audition,  as  Dakota  recalls,  “I  wouldn’t  have  been  so  willing  if  my  friends 
Carlos  and  Shawn  weren’t  along  for  the  journey.”  He  is  definitely  glad  he 
auditioned.  Dakota  stated,  “The  experience  was  definitely  one  I  will  never 
forget  and  will  cherish  probably  for  a  long  time,  if  not  the  rest  of  my  life.” 
He  added,  “I  have  definitely  made  some  amazing  friends  with  some 
amazing  memories  to  hold."  His  experience  in  the  drum  corps  has 
peaked  his  interest,  and  he’s  hungry  for  more.  Experiences  like,  “Meeting  new  people  and  having  such  an 
awesome  time  with  them,”  Dakota  explained,  are  the  reason  he  is  excited  that  he  still  has  two  more  seasons 

with  Shadow. 


Stella  Kay 
Megan  Kellam 
Cetasia  Kennedy 
Bryce  Kent 
Anzuruni  Kimba 
Konnor  Kirkbnde 
Joshua  Kruckenberg 
Abigail  Krug 


Paw  Ku 
Me  La 

Chance  Lauterbach 
Gahrii  Lee 
Angel  Lessard 
Davionce  Levy 
Ty  Lewis 
Courtney  Lindsey 


Devon  Lindsey 
Takia  Uoyd 
Alexus  Loeffler 
John  Loomis 
Angel  Lopez 
Delia  Lopez 
Briseyda  Lopez -Cabada 
Landen  Love 


Gabriel  le  Ludwig 
Man  Lun 
Gloire  Luwara 
Jacob  Maranda 
Asha  Maria 
John  Martin 
Sydney  Martin 
Angel  Martinez 


CLASS  OF 
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Nicos  McGowan 
Claire  McKay 
George  McKinney 
Robert  McVey 
Jacquelyn  Medrano 
Trevor  Meguffy 
Carlcolby  Miller 
Nathamal  Mills 


Ashlee  Minor 
Zachary  Mlekush 
Chrit  Moo 
Hei  Moo 
Tah  Moo 

DeShawnte  Moore 
Katherine  Moore 
Melanie  Moran 


Tysheonna  Mulica 
Alexandria  Mumma 
Mackenzie  Munday 
Mollee  Murphy 
Destiny  Myers 
Michael  Myers 
Shanyah  Nance 
Denae  Nash 


Gabhel  Nash 
Quinn  Neville 
C’Aira  Newman 
e’Dereka  Newsone 
Allison  Nickel 
Jaele  Nkusu 
Pa  No 

Oscar  Olson 


Powder  Puff 


Ben  Ellis 


Sophia  Thomer 


"My  favorite  part  was 
conning  together  as  a 
class,  and  having  fun, 
even  though  we  lost." 


"It  was  fun  to  coach  the 
girls  and  watch  them 
play  against  the  seniors. 
It  was,  all  in  all,  a  good 
time." 


Lauren  Hall 

"I  loved  how  well  my 

class  bonded  and  how 
competitive  we  were, 
even  though  it  was  just  a 
fundraiser." 
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Makayla  Parkins 
Madison  Parr 
Mutoni  Patience 
Eh  Ku  Paw 
Kyle  Pearce 
Samuel  Perez 
Samuel  Perez 
Bailee  Perion 


Blaker  Pfaff 
Elijah  Philips 
Robert  Pierce 
Germain  Pokie 
Grace  Potratz 
Jycole  Pugh 
LaTerionna  Pugh- Brown 
Lynzee  Quade 


Ganea  Ragsdale 
Keonna  Ramsdale 
Justin  Randle 
Shawn  Rauls 
Go  Ray 
Adam  Raymond 
Elizabeth  Reed 
Zoe  Replinger 


Zachory  Rettig 
Abdenego  Reyes- Peterson 
TrayVonte  Richardson 
Austin  Roach 
PJ  Roache 
Alexia  Robinson 
Sadaya  Rodriguez  Jones 
Nickolas  Roessler 


V<- 


Luc  Saintfort 
Max  Saintfort 
Mwavita  Saleh 
Brandt  Samuelson 
Cade  Sancedric 
Jarren  Sanders 
Maya  Saucedo 
Eh  Ku  Say 


Madison  Schlieper 
Alexandria  Schmidt 
Alexcia  Sc  homer 
Brayden  Seefeldt 
Makayla  Shryack 
Eh  Si 
Way  Si 

Chase  Sierra- Spurgetis 


Rachel  Simmer 
Deja  Simmons 
Chandler  Smith 
Angelina  Souza 
Sydney  Sprague 
Jasmine  Stampley 
Maxwell  Steele 
Ethan  Stephenitch 


Carlon  Steward 
Bobby  Stewart 
Deion  Stewart- Parks 
Mi’Chail  Sudberry 
Deja  Swamgan 
Eh  Tar  Taw 
Dasjon  Teague 
Hsar  Ter 


Shaelyn  Terry 
Clayton  Thomas 
Sophia  Thomer 
Justin  Tice 
Jobari  Torrey 
Randy  Tucker 
Jackson  Tweet 
Yvette  Umphrey 


Jacey  Upton 
Carlos  Valadez 
Jada  Veasey 
Graice  Veronda 
Jordan  Vesey 
Daisy  Villafana 
Kaleb  Villarreal 
Qwasha  Wallace 


Jameshia  Walls 
La'Corrionna  Washington 
Anthony  Watkins 
Lacey  Watson 
Mykeisha  Wells 
Nathan  Wells 
Nicole  Welsh 
Brenden  Whitcanack 


Khyri  White 
Enai’Aki  Whitmire 
Courtney  Wickard 
Ethan  Wiley 
Emilie  Wilfong 
Cameron  Wilhelm 
Esther  William 
Kora  Williams 


Timothy  Williams 
Daniel  Wilson 
Brittney  Winters 
Jaida  Woody 
Amber  Work 
Jwa  Worthy 
Hannah  Wright 
Xavier  Wright 


Kaleb  Villarreal 

“I  thought  the  student 
section  was  much 
better  this  year 
because  I  didn’t  have 
to  sit  in  the  back.” 


Isaac  Carr 


“I  thought  the  student 
section  was  better  this 
year  because  we  all 
got  into  the  themes 
more.” 


Dellaney  Anderson 


“Being  a  part  of  our 
student  section  is 
bigger  than  just  any 
other  student  section. 
We  are  a  family.” 


Emma  Osborn 

“I  felt  more  included,  and  it 
seemed  like  the  seniors 
wanted  me  to  be  there, 
also  I’m  looking  forward  to 
leading  the  student  section 
next  year.” 


Lauren  Hall 

“Even  though  I  couldn’t 
attend  a  lot  of  games,  when 
I  went,  the  games  were  fun 
and  more  exciting  than  last 
year!" 
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Movie 


Book 


Food 


Song 


Favorite 


Favorite 


Movie 


Book 


Food 


Song 


“On  your  worst 

DAY,  JUST 

remember,  life 

GOES  ON,” 
-ALEXIA  ROBINSON 


“I  TELL  MY  MOM.  SHE 
USUALLY  CLOWNS  ME, 
AND  THEN  BRINGS  MY 

MOOD  UP  SOMEHOW.” 

-  Jycole  Pugh 


“Driving  alone 

AND  LISTENING 
TO  MUSIC.” 
-Claire  Mckay 


“Watch  30  for 
30  on  Netflix.” 
-  Nick  Roessler 


“MAKE 

SOMETHING  TO 
EAT  AND  TAKE  A 
NAP.” 

-  Jacey  Upton 


“Make  something 

TO  EAT  AND  WATCH 

Netflix.”- Josh 
Kruckenberg 


“WATCH  WWE.  LISTEN 
TO  MUSIC,  OR  JUST  GO 
WORKOUT.” 

-Carlon  Steward 


W 


“Listen  to  music.” 
-  Alysse  Parker 


“I  TALK  TO  MY  MOM 


ABOUT  IT,  AND  SHE 
HELPS  ME  GET 
THROUGH  IT.” 

-  PAW  KAW  Ku 


“I  GO  FOR  A  RUN 
BECAUSE  I  RUN 
TRACK.” 

-  C.J.  Donaldson 
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Junior 


P, ,  ^  FAy[OUR]  S 


& 


4* 


___^_  _  _  _  >r\  continues  with 

Y[0UR]  Jh*-  sar 

L  Rock.  You’ve 

^  successfully 

^  conquered  your  freshman  year,  and  with  that, 
begins  a  new  set  of  responsibilities  and 
^  ■  excitement.  Eager  to  drive  and  take  on  your  first 
S^r '  AP  course>  y°u  begin  your  first  year  off  of  third 
floor  with  a  fresh  pair  of  eyes.  Having  already 
I  gone  through  a  year  at  Rocky,  you  have  an 

idea  of  what  to  expect,  and  are  prepared  to 
take  on  a  little  more  than  your  previous 
n-ji  •  load.  Your  classes  are  a  little  more 
£  l  7  challenging,  and  days  start  to  feel 

^  shorter  and  shorter.  Your  senior  friends 
.  ^  constantly  tell  you  to  not  look  forward 

*  ^ ^  to  graduation  too  much.  Three  years 

^  may  seem  like  a  long  time  right 
_  now,  but  it  goes  by  in  the  blink  of 

an  eye.  With  that  in  mind,  you  get 
behind  the  wheel,  buckle  your 
seatbelt,  put  the  key  in  the 
ignition,  and  rev  up  for 
another  exciting  year! 


Mehad  Ahmed  Abdalla 
Yousif  Sarmed  Adel 
Taylor  Adrian 
Fatima  Aguilera 
Leonardo  Aguilera 
Avionce  Aitken 
Charles  Allison 
Donovan  Almanza 


Jenna  Alongi 
Elijah  Andrews 
Ajay  Angaran 
Umuganwa  Annette 
Taylor  Arp 
Kthi  Aung 
Myah  Await 
Cho  Cho  Aye 


Set  Aye 
Jendaya  Bailey 
Joniaa  Ballard 
Amari  Banks 
Mercedes  Barnes 
Ephraim  Barnhart 
Angel  Barrera 
Breanna  Beal 


Dennis  Belleh 
Owen  Beltran 
Kaitlyn  Bender 
De’Anna  Berry 
Sydney  Best 
Patrick  Bilenganya 
Jocee  Bloyer 
Mathew  Boyd 


Skyler  Boyd 
Mirsa  Boyer 
Benjamin  Bradley 
Zaida  Bradley 
Ethan  Braun 
Rachel  Bril 
Dakota  Brose-Cunningham 
Ariel  Brown 


Special 

R  i-PPR1 


"I've  been  to 
Disney  World  six 
times!" 

Sera  Calhoun 


"I  didn't  know 
how  to  swim  until 
I  was  13!" 

Charles  Murphy 


"I  have  never 
eaten  at  Taco 
Bell." 


Maddie  McAnalh 


“I  have  a  HUGE 
collection  of  Majc 
League 
baseballs!” 


Scott  Kerno 
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Latreli  Brown 
Evan  Buller 
Kya  Burkhardt 
Abigail  Bush 
Tavian  Bushnell 
Ziare  Cade 
Caroline  Cady 
Sera  Calhoun 


Carlee  Camlin 
Kayla  Canning 
Lexi  Carey 
Alexander  Carothers 
Isaac  Carr 
Corina  Castaneda 
Melissa  Castaneda 
Kaylee  Cather 


Amadeo  Cerda 
MaKayla  Chandler 
McKenna  Chastain 
Donell  Clark 
Tytianna  Clark 
Gabrielle  Clarke 
Benjamin  Claude 
Zachery  Cole 


Zhariah  Collins 
Tierra  Colvin 
Davon  Combs 
Cobie  Conger 
Darnell  Conner 
James  Cooke 
JoLicia  Cooper 
Brandon  Costilla 


Miles  Crawford 
Cylus  Crayne 
Ashley  Crowe 
Paulina  Cuellar 
Nate  Culver 
Logan  Curry 

Camron  Czerwinski-Earley 
Andrea  Daley 


“Go  camping  in 
the  Amazon!” 

-  Breanna  Homan 


“Dab 
on  the 

Moon.” 

-  Joe 
Matheis 
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Kalangilo  Davis 
Kendell  DeLaRosa 
Hunter  DeMeyer 
Nicholas  Dennhardt 
Kassidy  Dennis 
Trevor  Dennis 
Erica  Depoorter 
Kayla  Depoorter 


Mikayla  DePover 
Shay  Detert 
Monica  Diaz- Reyes 
Ronan  Doiel 
Madison  Doty 
Sha  Du  Du 
Olivia  Duarte 
Clair  Eastman 


Breanna  Eberts 
Arrielle  Eckhardt 
Justice  Eisbach 
Dayton  Ellis 
Destiny  Eskew 
Vyizigiro  Ezekieli 
Whitney  Flaugh 
Billi  Fleck 


Grant  Florence 
Madeline  Flowers 
Austin  Ford 
Semaj  Foster 
Kaitlyn  Fraikes 
Callie  Franks 
Vincent  Freiburg 
Ariana  Gabriel 


Bryce  Trask:  a  he  (Cronin  Hearer 


Sophomore  Bryce  Trask  was  selected  to  be  this  year’s 
Crown  Bearer  at  the  Homecoming  Crowning  Ceremony.  “It  was 
fun  to  have  a  front  row  seat  to  see  the  whole  process  of  picking  i 
Queen  and  King,  and  it  was  an  honor  to  be  able  to  crown  the 
model  student  of  the  school,”  said  Bryce  Trask.  Bryce  was 
selected  by  the  Student  Council  to  be  the  Crown  Bearer  for  the 
King.  Bryce  says  that  he  was  very  nervous  at  the  time,  but  he 
knew  how  lucky  he  had  been  to  be  able  to  present  the  crown  to 
such  an  amazing  student.  Next  year,  Bryce  will  be  a  junior,  but 
he  is  still  undecided  whether  or  not  he  would  like  to  be  a  Junior 
MC.  However,  he  did  have  some  advice  for  the  next  up  and 
coming  crown  bearer.  Trask  stated,  “I  would  tell  them  to  stay 
calm  and  enjoy  the  moment.  It  will  all  be  worth  it  in  the  end.” 
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Gabriel  Gonzalez 
Garrett  Gordon 
Aaliyah  Gosney 
Teresa  Govam-Pulliam 
Moses  Granja-Reed 
Ruby  Grijalva 
Mitchell  Grizzle 
Grace  Gruhlke 


Eduardo  Gutierrez 
Miracle  Hamilton 
Tanner  Hampsey 
Shelby  Haney 
Mercedes  Hantz 
Jada  Harris 
Janey  Harris 
Morgan  Harty 


Amber  Haskill 
Amy  Haskill 
Spencer  Hasselroth 
Nathanial  Hauschild 
Makenna  Hayes 
Matthew  Hays 
Alex  Hendricks 
Victor  Hernandez 


Analyssa  Hicks 
Teigyn  Hills-Sanders 
Breanna  Homan 
Kylee  Homan 
Htoo  Htoo 
Lah  Htoo 

Alexander  Hubbard 
Jonathan  Hudspeth 


Sophomores  Senior  Sib$ 


Maddie  and  Max  Lelonek^. 


Bryce  and  Austin 
Trask 


Carlee  and  Haley 
Camlin 
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Carson  James 
Emily  Jansen 
Cole  Johnson 
Sophia  Johnson 
Jerrion  Jones 
Juanita  Jones 
Mackenzie  Jones 
Miya  Jones 


Nykiea  Jones 
Vershawn  Jones 
Niyokwizigira  Julienne 
Emmanuel  Juma 
Nduwimana  Jyvason 
Kay-Lynne  Kain 
Wang  Kalomba 
Anastasia  Kask 


Haley  Kelemen 
Delaney  Kelley 
Lexaya  Kelley 
Mara-Lane  Kelley 
Shannon  Kenney 
Scott  Kerno 
Chelse  Kibling 
Morgan  Kidwell 


Thang  Kim 
Johnny  Kinney 
Peyton  Klingbeil 
Hannah  Knuth 
Thomas  Kramer 
Hailey  Kress 
Myint  Myint  Kyi 
Nia  Lam 


Madeline  Lelonek 
Kaylyn  Lemmon 
Alyssa  Long 
Sarah  Long 
Felix  Lopez 
Jozette  Lopez 
Sergio  Lopez 
Adamari  Lopez  Ruiz 


Shakayla  Lucas 
Corbin  MacDonald 
Eric  MacDonald 
Peyton  Mahmutovic 
Aliza  Malone 
Alberto  Martinez 
Estefani  Martinez 
Joseph  Matheis 


Khstina  Mathews 
William  Maurer 
Maddison  Mazzarollo 
Jacob  McAfee 
Madeline  McAnally 
Jamie  McCammon 
Drew  McCarty 
Blake  McKillip 


Victoria  McLeod 
Tyler  Meirhaeghe 
Mackenzie  Melody 
Ndabungame  Michael 
Selynda  Middlebrook 
Kaiah  Miles 
Dyonnvia  Millbrook 
Ava  Miller 


Brittany  Miller 
Juban  Miller 
Aye  Aye  Moo 
Terry  Morrow 
Charles  Murphy 
Michael  Myers 
Sha  Myint 
Thar  Myint 


The  one  food  she  will  not  eat  A  food  she  never  wants  to  eat  is  She  could  never  bring  herself 
Is  Lettuce.  Eggplant.  to  eat  Asparagus. 


He  has  never  liked  to  eat  One  food  he  never  wants  to  eat  is  He  will  not  eat 

Taco  in  a  Bag.  Seafood.  Cooked  Carrots. 
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Ye  Myint  Naing 
Sheyla  Nava 
Calin  Nevarez 
Courtney  Neville 
Anijah  Newsone 
Alexis  Nieves 
Mackenzie  Nightingale 
Trent  Norrie 


Bonoface  Nsabimana 
Grant  Osborn 
Emily  Painter 
Van  Biak  Par 
James  Park 
Racquet  Parks 
Sher  Nay  Paw 
Tar  Pay 


Damya  Payton 
Axel  Perez 
Leslie  Perez 
Madison  Perez 
Dulce  Perez-Arreguin 
Ashley  Peters 
Carter  Pfafl 
Aquaiya  Phillips 


Catelyn  Pohl 
Paige  Porter 
Joseph  Potts 
Clayton  Price 
JaMir  Price-Sysompheng 
Ian  Purvis 
Maria  Quilty 
Alban  Rachal 


\  J 


h-i*>  mi 


Wynter  Rade 
Jamal  Randle 
Rosalyn  Reed 
Hannah  Rettig 
Omar  Rico 
Gracie  Roady 
Kameron  Roberts 


HISTORY 

SCIENCE 


Chemistry.  I  like  to  discover  what 
everything  is  made  out 


P.E.  with  Mrs.  Taylor! 


Music,  when  I'm  having  a  bad 
day,  music  helps  me  get  out  of  my 
bad  mood. 


Clothing  &  Textiles  with  Mrs.  Hannah! 


-  Charles  Murphy 


Chemistry  with  Wayland 
because  I  like  science. 


Band  with  Carlin. 


-  Maria  Quil 


Taylor  Sierens 


even  more 


r  makes  the  class  13 

-  Kaitlyn  Bender 

German!  Mr.  Eli  is  the  best! 


Maddie  Lelonek 
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Jahmeir  Robinson 
ShTya  Rockwood- Johnson 
Christopher  Rodriguez 
Virginia  Rodriguez 
DaMorrio  Rogers 
Maleiah  Rogers 
Morrio  Rogers 
Jaqueline  Romero 


Broaderrick  Rush 
Antonio  Ruvalcaba 
Kaskile  Saleh 
Moises  Salinas  Pelaez 
Jordan  Sanders- Mosby 
Mia  Sanders-Mosby 
Reagan  Scheper 
Ryan  Schroeder 


Kieli  Seams 
Tayler  Seibel 
La  Shee 
Ta  Mala  Shee 
Taylor  Sierens 
Alexis  Simelton 
Angel  Simpson 
Emily  Skelton 


Jayden  Slach 
Lucas  Smith 
Emmanuel  Solis 
Callista  Spicer 
Chase  Spragg 
Emma  Spurgetis 
Vontae  Starks 
Lauryn  Stegall 


Monica  Diaz 


“It  is  a  little  scary  because 
everyone  is  expecting  a  lot  from 
you,  but  it  is  also  fun  and  a  great 
experience.  I  learned  a  lot  from 
my  teammates.  I  am  more 
prepared  for  the  next  years.” 


Brea  Beal 


“It’s  a  fun  experience,  and  it 
feels  good  that  even  though 
I’m  an  underclassman,  people 
still  look  up  to  me  for  advice  or 
help." 


Lauryn  Stegall 

“Being  on  Varsity  was  nerve- 
racking  at  first,  but  once  we  were 
all  playing  together,  it  was  really 
nice  to  have  people  to  look  up  to. 
They  were  all  helping  me  learn 
new  things." 


Mikayla  DePover 

“Being  an  underclassman  on  Varsity 
makes  me  work  harder.  My  teammates 
push  me  to  do  my  best.  It  also  makes 
me  more  confident.  Knowing  I  can 
swim  at  the  Varsity  level  as  a 
sophomore  is  amazing.”  43 


Poe  Thu 
Paige  Torrence 
Vanessa  Torres 
Bryce  Trask 
Jaquez  Trice 
Brian  Trujillo 
Jayden  Tucker 
Pratik  Man  Tuladhar 


Quinnlan  Tuominen 
Wonmen  Vah 
Edgardo  Valadez 
Savion  Veasey 
Miquel  Vega 
Victor  Vega 
Amani  Vesey 
Danejah  Vesey 


Ramsey  Vesey 
Vicente  Villalpando 
Victor  Voorhis 
Aaron  Voss 
Anthony  Voss 
Kea  Waldrip 
Melanie  Wallace 
La'Corrionna  Washington 
McBride 


Aaliyah  Weathersby 
Jacklyn  Weckerly 
Correy  Wickersham 
Brandon  Williams 
Tavian  Wilson 
Claude  Wizeyimana 
Ammar  Yahya 
Bryce  Zaleski 


“My  dream  job  would 
be 

drag  racing.  I  like 
going  fast.” 

-  Edgardo  Valadez 

“I  want  to  be  an 
anesthesiologist  because 
when  I  was  put  under,  I 
was  scared,  and  the 
person  was  really 
comforting.  I  want  to  do 
that  for  people.” 

-  Rylee  Bowling 


“A  nurse  because  I 
want  to  volunteer  and 
help  people!” 

-  Jada  Sonnier 


“I  would  love  to  be  an 
anime  voice  actor, 
because  I  enjoy 
making  others  happy, 
and  anime  is  life.” 

-  Jacob  McAfee 

“I  want  to  be  a 
nurse/EMT  because 
I’ve  injured  myself 
enough,  and  I  love 
caring  for  people.” 

-  Billi  Fleck 


“My  dream  job  that  I 
would  love  to  have  is  to 
be  an  NBA  player, 
because  it  has  always 
been  my  dream  to  be  in 
the  NBA.” 

-  Jamal  Randle 

“I’d  either  be  a  voice 
actor  or  anime 
designer  because  I’m 
really  good  at  art  and 
animation.” 

-  Lucas  Smith 


Explain  how  they 
want  to 


MGtM 


impact 

the  world. 


“I  see  myself  owning 
my  own  veterinary 
clinic  and  paying  off  all 
my  student  loans.  I’ll 
probably  have  a  lot  of 
animals,  or  at  least 
two  dogs.” 

-  Mackenzie  Melody 


“I  see  myself  starting 
my  life  long  career 
after  college.  I  can  see 
myself  working  in 
Florida  as  an 
Aerospace  engineer.” 

-  Bryce  T rask 


“I  want  to  move  to 
another  state  and 
teach  at  a  high 
school." 

-  Grant  Osborn 


“I  see  myself  being  a 
forensic  scientist 
because  I  have  a 
passion  for  forensics 
and  chemistry.” 

-  Gabe  Gonzalez 


\Nf\ere  do  you  see  \40wse\f  in  10  years? 


1)  “Wearing  visors  upside  down.”  -  Grant  Osborn 

2)  “My  favorite  throwback  TV  show  is  Smart  Guy.”  -  Amani  Vesey 

3)  “’Hollaback  Girl’  by  Gwen  Stefani.”  -  Mercedes  Hantz 

4)  “My  favorite  throwback  was  the  Disney  Channel  Original  Movie,  Holes.  -  Mirsa  Boyer 

5)  “My  favorite  throwback  TV  show  is  The  Fresh  Prince  of  Bel  Air.’  -  Ruby  Grijalva 


6)  “’Pretty  Girl  Rock’  by  Keri  Hilson.”  -  Maddie  McAnally 

7)  “My  favorite  throwback  TV  show  is  Hannah  Montana.”  -  Knyiah  Jack 

8)  “My  favorite  throwback  is  High  School  Musical."  -  Cobie  Conger 

9)  “Kanye  West’s  Graduation  Album.”  -  Savion  Veasey 

10)  “’Livin’  On  a  Prayer’  by  Bon  Jovi”  -  Ben  Bradley 

1 1 )  “Kim  Possible\"  -  Maleiah  Rogers 

12)  “I  loved  the  Saturday  morning  cartoon,  The  Replacements.  That  show  was  my  jam.”  -  Ava  Miller 

13)  “ High  School  Musical  2  because  Troy  Bolton  is  hot.”  -  Gracie  Roady 

14)  “Lilo  &  Stitchl”  -  Vincente  Villalpando 

15)  “When  Kanye  2020  was  a  thing.”  -  Sophia  Johnson 

16)  “Scooby  Doo,  Tom  and  Jerry,  and  Garfield.”  -  Taylor  Sierens 

17)  “’I  Want  It  That  Way’  by  NSYNC.”  -  Cole  Johnson 

18)  “Kryptonite  by  3  Doors  Down  and  Catdog .”  -  Nathanial  Hauschild 

19)  “When  Obama  was  still  President.”  -  Tytianna  Clark 
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c^ss  20„  Dream 


'T K'HH&'f*  MAffVPSJsf'  V©U-T~IU£  S 'TM^.I^S 


“My  dream  car  is  a 
69  Camero.” 


“My  dream  car  is  a 
Bugatti  Veyron.” 


- - 

Cars  1 

V  Jt-T'-T' 


“My  dream  car  is  a 
Dodge  Challenger.” 


Sophomores 


Gabe  Gonzalez: 

“I  wish  I  would  have 
known  that  grades 
are  very  important.” 


cKenna 
Chastain: 

“I  wish  I  would  have  known  to 
put  forth  all  of  your  effort 
towards  school  work,  and  to  not 
stress  yourself  out.” 


Hannah  Knuth: 

“I  wish  I  would  have 
known  to  enjoy  freshman 
year  while  it  lasts 
because  it  goes  by  fast.” 


Mackenzie 

Melody: 

“I  wish  I  would  have  known 
that  the  classes  get  harder. 
Freshman  year  was  like  junior 
high,  now  the  classes  are 
super  hard." 
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Underclassman _ V  \' 

Steals  S  fpotfight  * 

As  a  freshman,  Charles  Murphy  was  cast  in  the  role  of  Barnaby 
Tucker.  He  recalled  that  the  most  challenging  part  of  his  role  was, 
“Being  able  to  fully  grasp  and  transform  into  Barnaby.”  But, 
Murphy  said  he  overcame  that  challenge,  “By  just  imaging  myseli 
into  the  play,  and  changing  into  whatever  character  I  was  playing. 

He  added  that,  “Tap  dancing  was  hard  to  learn,”  but  ultimately, 
“The  dances  were  my  favorite.”  Another  one  of  Murphy’s  favorites 
he  noted,  was,  “Yelling  ’HOLY  CABOOSES!’”  However,  he 
recalled  the  most  memorable  part  of  the  production  was,  “All  the 
great  seniors  I  got  to  work  with.”  Even  though  his  freshman  year 
set  a  high  standard,  Murphy  is  excited  for  what  his  future  in  the 
Theatre  Department  has  in  store. 


Anna  Kendrick  is  my  celebrity  crush.  I  My  celebrity  crush  is  Kris  Bryant 


-MATT  HAYS  u  -  MIKAYLA  DEPOVEF 

Luke  Bryan  is  my  celebrity  crush.  I  Kylie  Jenner  is  my  celebrity  crush. 

-  JACKIE  ROMERO  I  -  Gabriel  gonzalez 

VivicaATFoxismycelebritycrusIv^B^^IDylanO^Brier^^TV^elebrit^crush. 

-  ALBAN  RACHAL  I  -  maria  quilty 


My  celebrity  crush  is  Joe  Jonas.  I  My  celebrity  crush  is  Rihanna 


-  HANNAH  RETTIG 


-  DONELL  CLARK 


Life  in  the  Eyes  of  a  SOPHOMORE 


3KI> 

FLOOR 


Finally  off  3rd  Floor! 


No  more  "A"  Lunch!  Class  Color  Day:  Orange!  First  year  as  a  Drum  Major! 


i 

2nd 

FLOOR 

Ml 


Whal's 

Essentials  for 


“I  can’t  go  a  day 
without  my  water 
bottle.” 

-  Emily  Jansen 


“Snacks  to  snack 
on,  but  on  the 
low.” 

-  Donell  Clark 


“I  always  have  my 
earbuds  with  me!” 


Anastasia  Kask 


“A  book  for  when  I 
have  free  time  in 
class.” 


Shannon  Kenney 
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begins  with 
hearing  the 
stories  of  those 
who  came 
before  you. 

The  joy,  the 
fear,  the  brand 

new  sensation  of  being  a  high  schooler.  Your  story 
starts  with  a  locker,  a  class  schedule,  and  getting 
lost  in  the  hallways.  You  can’t  wait  for  your  first 
Rally  at  the  Rock,  your  first  Friday  night  football 
*  game,  or  your  first  Homecoming  Dance.  Your 
story  continues  with  making  friendships  and 
bonds  that  will  guide  you  through  all  the 
t  twists  and  turns  to  come.  You  learn  how  to 
y(  walk  on  the  right  side  of  the  hallway.  The 
day  finally  comes  when  you  make  it  to  all 
your  classes  on  time.  Your  story 
improves  as  friends,  teachers,  field 
trips,  competitions,  big  games,  and 
tournaments  enhance  it.  Before  you 
know  it,  you  can’t  remember  how 
nervous  you  were  to  walk  through 
the  doors  for  the  first  time.  Your 
story  ends  with  the  realization 
that  you’ve  created  a  home  in 
this  place  called  Rocky. 


Mieaad  Ahmed  Abdalla 
Mariam  Abdullah 
Ruaa  Abdulmunem 
Saja  Issa  Abdulmunem 
Yousif  Abdulmunem 
Brady  Adams 
T ristian  Adams 
Noor  Sarmad  Adel 


Aaron  Aitken 
Omar  Mohammed  Al  Gburi 
Maria  Alba 
Gannon  Aldeman 
Sevilya  Alieva 
Jevantez  Allen 
Minani  Allin 
Isaac  Almanza 


Sean  Almanza 
Nicholas  Alt 
Aden  Alvarez 
Makai  Ambrose 
Jarrett  Andrew 
Johnae  Angel 
Jonathan  Anglese 
Alfred  Arnold 


Keira  Arrington 
Aaliyah  Austin 
Cameron  Austin 
Cristian  Avila 
Kiara  Bagley 
Roshean  Bagley 
Amaia  Banks 
Miranda  Banks 


freshmeh  Sha/t  their  favorite 


caVce." 

-  Sven  Findlay 


"Chcxo\a-tc  kaJk-W) 
SpYlYlVdCS, 
vOWvppec*  cream,  avnc 

a  c 

-  Madelynn  DePover 


Colin  Colbrese 
Amirre  Coleman 
Logan  Conner 
Isaac  Contreras  Chavez 
Veronica  Contreras 
Villagomez 
Madison  Coopman 


Allanah  Berry 
Zachary  Bisby 
Eh  Kaw  T  Blay 
Cody  Bohlander 
Natalia  Bolinger 
Timothy  Boone 
Sydney  Boyle 
McKenzie  Brandt 


Bianca  Brown 
Daesean  Brown 
Taliyah  Brown 
Wendell  Brown 
Madalynn  Brummit 
Alexa  Buckrop 
Vanessa  Burney 
Haley  Burroughs 


Angela  Camargo 
Emma  Caraveo 
Hope  Carey 
Alexa  Carpenter 
Genaro  Carrillo 
Caleb  Carroll 
Kayleigh  Cassatt 
Deago  Chapman 


Macumi  Charles 
Shaila  Christopher 
Anthony  Cimarrusti 
Danielle  Clark 
James  Clark 
Terry  Clark  III 
Anntoma  Clay 
Malm  Coakley 
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Angelina  Cortez 
Bukuru  Coudray 
Malorie  Cox 
Devin  Crawford- Keever 
Matthew  Crone 
Lauren  Cunningham 
Hannah  Dale 
Alexis  Davis 


D'Angilo  Davis 
Tristinn  Davis 
Savannah  Debus 
Lauryn  Dempsey 
Amy  Dennhardt 
Madelynn  DePover 
Annabelle  DeVore 
Nishemezwe  Diane 


Joseph  Dilulio 
Hannah  Dill 
Alexander  Dilts 
Aysia  Dixon 
Marice  Dodd 
Sydney  Dorman 
Kiowa  Dove 
Sja'Lell  Downing-Mims 


Hannah  Drish 
Siobhan  Dunn 
Alayah  Edgerson 
Trenton  Eggers 
Hailey  Elenck 
Shannon  Elliott 
Nils  Empen 
Ella  Eng  holm 


Marking  Time:  In  &  Out  of  the  Water 

Freshmen  Clarinets  on  the  Swim  Team 


“The  most  challenging  part  was 
sacrificing  my  time.  Sometimes, 
I  couldn’t  go  to  a  swim  meet 
because  the  band  was  at  a 
competition  and 
vice  versa. 

Other  times,  I 
arrive  at  school 
at  5:45  am  and 
leave  at  9  pm. 

Even  though 
that  was 
challenging,  I 
would  love  to  do 
it  again  next 
year. 

-  Natalia  Rosales 


think  the  hardest  part  was  the 
long  hours  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  from  5:45  am  to  9  pm 
of  not  leaving  school,  and 
making  sure  I 
packed  everything 
I  need.  Also,  finding 
time  to  practice  my 
music  was 
challenging.” 

-  Haley  Burroughs 


Michael  Flaherty 
Uwimana  Florence 
Ignacio  Flores 
Alejandro  Flores  Marquez 
Janet  Flores-Hernandez 
Angelina  Fragogiannis 
Morgan  Freeman 
Payton  Fuller 


Angel  Garcia 
Jasmin  Garcia 
Carl  Garner 
Xavier  Gasper 
Jada  Gay 

Nshimirimana  Gerardine 
Donnie  Gingry 
Tiana  Glaski 


Tristan  Goodman 
Raina  Goossens 
Tye  Gordon 
Carlos  Granja 
Magdalene  Granja 
Darrell  Gray 
Jayme  Griffin 
Jarrett  Gripp 


Hayley  Grunewald 
Jesus  Guerrero 
Arrian  Gunter 
Solomon  Gustafson 
Victor  Guzman 
Taeyler  Gygi 
Jacob  Hamburg 
Jaquan  Hankerson 


“The  cello  is  just  such 
a  beautiful  instrument, 
and  being  able  to 

make  music  with  my 
friends  is  such  an 
amazing  experience. 
Playing  helps  me  in 
everything  that  I  do.” 

Miranda 

Banks 


“Music  is  telling  a 
story,  and  the  violins 
are  just  a  fraction  of 
that  story  in  an 
orchestra.  It’s  very 
meaningful  to  me, 
and  it’s  one  of  the 
reasons  I  play  the 
violin.” 

Emma 

Wahlmann 


freshmen  *■* the  _Notes_^ 


Jayla  Hathorn 
Jeremy  Haynes- Lancour 
Tayelor  Hemphill 
Ashlynn  Hensley-Gay 
Flavio  Hernandez -Rodriquez 
Ja’Kye  Hill 
Jaime  Hill 
Jordyn  Hinton 


Montana  Hogan 
Nicole  Hollon 
Anastasia  Holmes 
Taurean  Holtam 
Ryan  Holtan 
Margaret  Honeycutt 
Izaya  Hooks 
Nadia  Horice 


Gabiialle  Horton 
Spencer  House 
Quincy  Houston 
Aaliyah  Houston-Lyle 
Ywa  Htoo 
Alexandria  Hubbard 
Crystal  Hughes 
Brendan  Hulsey 


Ndayikengurukiye  Jacquiline 
Jayvionna  Jalloh 
Donovan  Jett 
Mabelle  Jimenez 
Abigail  Johnson 
Airana  Johnson 
Ashley  Johnson 
Tavia  Johnson 


■I 


Lexaya  Kelley 
Marlon  Kelley 
Jaishon  Kennedy 
Alex  Kern 
Malachi  Key 
Nu  Nu  Khin 
Evan  Kidwell 
Elale  Kimba 


Ethan  Kirkpatrick 
Brad  Klinedinst 
Dalton  Klundt 
Kevin  Kolls 
Ethan  Kopplin 
Tristan  Lambert 
Austin  Laterrionna 
Aidan  Lavino 


Brandon  Lawver 
Robert  Lee 
Ralph  Leslie 
Emily  LeVan 
Jayliyah  Lewis 
Kendell  Lewis 
Ceu  Bik  Lian 
Trevon  Lidell 


Abigale  Lindquist 
Anthony  Lioen 
Kaleb  Littlejohn 
Clarissa  Lopez 
Darquez  Lovelady 
Zachary  Ludwig 
Andrey  Lyamin 
Michael  Machuca 


Kaittyn  Mandel 
Tristan  Mandel 
Michael  Manthe 
Spencer  Mar 
Ellie  Maranda 
Briseidy  Marin-Lopez 
Karla  Marquez  Gutierrez 


Demetrick  Martin 
Dominic  Martin 
Zachary  Martin 
Alejandro  Martinez 
Daniela  Martinez 
Aminia  Mashimango 
Mantral  McClary 
Roman  McCoy 


Andrew  McDuffy 
LaShae  McDuffy 
Riana  McGee 
Ashley  McGinnis 
Isaiah  McGowan 
Brogan  McMahon 
Kenyon  McMeans 
Jesse  McVey 


Gustavo  Medrano 
Austin  Meirhaeghe 
Rebekah  Mencia 
Tristan  Metzger 
Nevaeh  Mikaio 
Johnathan  Milburn 
Brenden  Mildren 
Tymseta  Miles 


Jalen  Miller 
Allin  Minani 
Jauge  Minter 
James  Mital 
Nicole  Mital 
Aamiyah  Mitchell 
Isabel  Mizlo 
Vanessa  Mojica 


Erik  Moncada 
Doh  Moo 
Hsar  Moo 
Allyson  Moore 
KeJuan  Moore 
Paige  Moore 
Isaiah  Morrow 
Lily  Mosher 


"My  favorite  memory  in  Boy 
Scouts  is  playing  Cops  and 
Robbers  in  the  dark,  in  a 
cabin.  We  duct  taped  my 
sleeping  bag  on  the  door  and 
used  a  mattress  as  defense." 

Nils  Empen 


O  "Going  to  Upper  Limits  to 

rock  climb." 

Tristinn  Davis 
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Heather  Motley 
J'Sean  Mowery 
Eh  Mu 
Paw  Mu 

Messiah  Muhammad*Ali 
Austin  Muller 
Daniel  Mulongecha 
Abigail  Mumma 


Caresse  Murphy 
Leah  Murphy 
Julia  Nash 
Alexis  Nelson 
Ryan  Nickel 
Valeur  Nkurikiyinka 
MacKenzie  Noppe 
Jean  Nsengiyumva 


Ye  Ye  Nwet 
Elyse  O’Brien 
Raynn  Oechsner 
Bahati  Olivier 
Franchesca  Owens 
Lucas  Owens-Faucett 
Adia  Palmer 
Olivia  Panegos 


Armonni  Parks 
DaiShun  Parks 
Tyler  Parr 
Nishimirima  Pascal 
Wesley  Pauley 
Eh  Kru  Paw 
Hser  Paw 
Lah  Bwey  Paw 


Logan  Pearce 
Amilia  Pena 
Josie  Pennington 
Brayan  Perez 
Maria  Perez 


ARMORS  &  Unite 


Caleb  Carroll:  Washington  Haley  Burroughs:  Edison 


It’s  not  bad  going  to  school  with  our 
rivals  because  we  have  amazing 
sports  teams  with  huge  talent,  and 
many  of  my  friends  went  to  the  school 
that  I  did  not  go  to." 


“I  like  going  to  school  with  our 
rivals  because  it  is  easier  to  make 
friends  since  there  are  more 
people.” 


m  —  ■  r< 

Adia  Palmer:  Washington 

“It’s  not  very  much  different  going 
to  school  with  our  rivals,  except  I 
can  meet  new  people,  who  like  to 
do  the  same  things  as  I  do." 


Nick  Alt:  Edison 

Ml  like  going  to  school  with  people 
that  came  from  Washington 
because  it’s  good  to  be  able  to 
meet  a  new  group  of  people.” 
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Oakland  Perez 
Osvaldo  Perez 
Yvette  Perez-Gomez 
Ja'Naysia  Phillips 
Logan  Pike 
Luke  Pitford-Goranson 
Santana  Pizano 
Larissa  Pothoven 


Josiah  Prunty 
Jesus  Puga 
DeMya  Pugh 
Cashmir  Pulliam 
Login  Quillin 
Makayla  Quinones 
Rafael  Ramirez 
Bryon  Ramsden  Wells 


Jayden  Rea 
Victoria  Readus 
Alexus  Reed 
Hailey  Reeds 
Christian  Resch 
William  Reyes-Rosales 
Mackenzie  Reynolds 
Natalie  Rickels 


Devin  Ring 
Malique  Roberts 
Shay  Robinson 
Jazzmin  Rochelle 
Joshua  Rodgers 
Layla  Rodriguez 
Nicteha  Rodriguez 
Donovan  Rogers 


Natalia  Rosales 
Jaylin  Rose 
Daniel  Rosenthal 
Ethan  Ross 
Kaleb  Rossi 
Richard  Roth 
Brock  Rottman 
Anna  Rowell 


Lucas  Thieme 
Golf 


“Once  I  made  it  to  the 
Varsity  team,  I  began 
to  view  things 
differently.  Every  little 
thing  taught  me 
something  new.  It  was 
a  privilege  to  play 
Rock  Island  golf  at  the 
Varsity  level  for  the 
2016  season.” 


Anne  Awour 
Basketball 


“I  knew  that  I  would 
have  to  work  ten 
times  harder,  being  a 
freshman.  It  taught 
me  that  the  team 
comes  first.  You 
come  second.’/  v 


Aminia  Mashimango 
Cross  Country 


“One  of  the  most 
important  things  I  have 
learned  from 
competing  at  the 
Varsity  level  is  the 
dedication  to  simply 
keep  going  forward, 
and  to  defy  what 
others  think  of  you.” 


Elyse  O'Brien 
Tennis 


“I  learned  that 
sometimes  people 
are  better  than  you, 
and  that  is  something 
you  have  to  accept, 
especially  if  you’re  on 
the  Varsity  level.” 


Victor  Guzman  III 
Wrestling 

‘The  competition  is 
a  lot  more 
challenging,  so  I 
have  to  work 
harder  to  maintain 
my  record.” 

H — H 


Madelynn  DePover 
Swimming 


“I  learned  that  Varsity  ? 

very  competitive.  I 
enjoyed  the  California 
trip  that  we  took  this 
fall,  and  having  both  of 
my  sisters  on  the  team 
swimming  with  me." 
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Brandon  Ruby 
Moiraann  Salas- Perez 
Isabell  Sanchez  Garcia 
Kailyn  Sanders 
Eh  Say 
Eh  Lar  Say 
Kmwe  Say 
Alexis  Schmacht 


Trevor  Schmitt 
Adria  Scott 
Morganne  Scott 
Gracie  Sharpe 
Nathaniel  Sharpe 
Kelvin  Shears 
Hae  Sher 
Hannah  Sheridan 


Katherine  Shewell 
Hannah  Simmer 
Elijah  Simmons 
Heaven  Simpson 
Gracie  Sims 
Ren  Singleton 
Tariq  Skinner 
Aaliyah  Smith 


Benjamin  Smith 
Hailey  Smith 
Semaj  Smith 
Dawson  Snelling 
Precious  Snow 
Manirumva  Sonia  Pamela 
Uwamahoro  Sophie 
Leslie  Soriano  Navarrete 


•  Perla  Sosa 

Shaneeya  Soumare 


FIND 
INTERESTING 
ABOUT  THE 
ROCK 


“The  history  of 
the  school.” 

-  Tyler 
Garrison 


l“The  most  interesting 
thing  about  Rocky  is 
how  many  student 
activities  there  are, 
and  how  involved 
everyone  is.” 

-  Maggie  Honeycutt 


“At  Rock  Island  High  School,  the 
things  that  interest  me  are  the 
diversity  of  groups  and  clubs.” 

-  Katherine  Shewell 


“The  people.” 

-  Tony 
VanDeWalle 


“The  most 
interesting  thing 
about  Rocky  is  the1 
diversity  among  the 
students.” 

-  Emma  Beierlein 


“The  big  events  at  the 
school  are  really  fun  to  be 
in,  like  the  Homecoming 
themes  and  events,  along 
with  the  games.” 

-  Natalia  Rosales 


Kegan  Spears 
Roma  Stamper 
Nathan  Steinbeck 
Matthew  Stern 
Mikinzie  Stohl 
Alec  Straw 
Sabrina  Strong 
Blayne  Suggs 


Shanna  Summage 
Cody  Swisher 
Gracie  Taber 
Samuel  Tauke 
Kayla  Tellery 
Donterrius  Terrell 
Lidya  Tesfamichael 
Lucas  Thieme 


Aldndge  Thomas 
Kerry  Thomas 
Kierra  Thomas 
Aidan  Thomason 
Henry  Thompson 
Ashton  Timm 
Tyler  Tipton 
Daya  Todd 


Jeremiah  Toliver  | 
Joshua  Toliver  K 
KyleTreimann  ™ 
Eurdyice  Triche 
Bailey  Tripilas 
Johnea  Tucker 
Myles  Turner 
Phoenix  Ullrick 


Jayden  Upton  !« 
Elena  Vallejo 
Jaiden  VanCoillie 
Tony  VanDeWalle 
Zoe  Veasey 
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Freshmen  l%Find  aDC© 


in  the 


Carson  Verstraete 
Mariah  Vesey 
Joseph  Viernow 
Gwendalyn  Waggoner 
Emma  Wahlmann 
Raghen  Walker 
Shae-Lynn  Walker 
Alijah  Walker- Lee 


Dominic  Wallerich 
Jayden  Walters- Koch 
Cortez  Walton 
Courtney  Walton 
Braylon  Walton-Johnson 
Carlos  Waters-Kibble 
Kaitlyn  Welsh 
Haley  Westfall 


Cloe  White 
Brandon  Whittington 
Emily  Wilburn-Sanders 
Kowen  Wilhelm 
Jeremiah  Willhite 
Alex  Williams 
Daymion  Williams 
Dystn  Williams 


Kristen  Williams 
Taliyah  Williams 
Davion  Wilson 
Dylan  Winstead 
Cole  Winter 
Harley  Winters 
Latavia  Woodson 
Amber  Worthman 


Isabella  Wright 
Lanayja  Wright 
Vantasia  Wright 
Jacob  Wyers 
Kenyhon  Yancey 
Eh  Yee 
Zoey  Zeise 
Sergio  Zepeda 


^  Tresh  wem 


"Helping  out  with  the 
yearbook  this  year  gave  me 
something  to  look  forward  to 
for  when  I’m  able  to  take 
journalism  as  a  class." 

-  Emma  Beierlein 


"I  really  liked  being  on 
yearbook  as  a  freshman 
because  it  helped  me  get  to 
know  my  classmates,  and 
makes  me  feel  like  a  part  of 
something." 

*  Gwendalyn  Waggoner 


Teachers 


“Ms.  Shaw,  because  she  is  a 
good  math  teacher.” 

-  Luke  Pitford-Goranson 


‘Ms.  Douglas,  she  lets  us  listen 
to  music  during  class  and  she’s 
an  awesome  teacher.” 

-  Briseidy  Marin-Lopez 


Mrs.  Parer,  because  she’s 
positive,  funny,  and  serious.  She 
inspires  me  to  become  a  better 
student  and  a  better  person.” 

-  James  Clark 


“Senora  Ramirez,  because 
she  is  kind  to  her  students  and 
teaches  well.” 

-  Daniela  Martinez 


“Mr.  Kennelly,  he  is  really  good1 
with  explaining  things,  and 
never  denying  a  question,  and 
is  also  really  funny.” 

-  Morgan  Nesbitt 


“Mrs.  Benson,  because  she 
inspires  me  so  much  and  has 
helped  me  grow.” 

-  Tye  Gordon 
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Maddie  Inman 
& 

Maggie  Honeycutt 


Logan  Haskill 


& 

Liam  Haskill 


"I  look  up  to  Maddie  Inman  because  she  helps  anyone  "My  role  model  is  Logan  Haskill  because  he  is  a  hard 

who  needs  it,  and  is  a  great  person  to  be  around."  worker  and  has  good  priorities." 


Ian  Lampert 


& 

Nick  Alt 


"My  role  model  would  have  to  be  Ian  Lampert  because  I  can 
relate  to  him  and  he  teaches  me  how  to  do  stuff  in  high  school." 


Charlie  Salzmann 
& 

Anna  Rowell 


"I  look  up  to  Charlie  Salzmann  because  she  is  nice  to 
everyone  and  is  a  fun  person." 


Gu«s' 

gwt**9® 

“ Dance  Moms 
because  that  is 
my  favorite  show, 
and  there  is  so 
much  drama.” 

-  Elena  Vallejo 


WHAT  TV  SHOW  WOULD  THE  FRESHMEH  LIKE  TO  BE  OH? 


- \ 

“The  Vampire  Diaries 
so  I  could  meet 
Damon  Salvatore.” 

-  Raghen  Walker 


“BBC  Sherlock, 
because  deduction  is 
awesome,  and  Benedict 
Cumberbatch.” 

-  Emma  Wahlmann 


r 


“I  would  be  in 
Scooby-Doo 
because  I  would 
want  to  help 
solve  mysteries 
&  be  a  part  of 
the  group.” 

-  Demetrick 


Martin 


“I  would  be  in 
Once  Upon  a 
Time 

because  fairy 
tales  are 
AWESOME!” 

-  Anna 

L  Rowell  J 
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Y[OUR]  Jht, 

J  application. 

™  Whether  you  are 

just  out  of  college  or  starting  at  a  new  school,  you 
*  plan  to  make  Rocky  your  home.  Your  story 

continues  with  vour  department  and  lesson  plans. 

Bvork  so  hard  to  make  your 

esting  for  the  students  as  it  was 
/ork  to  teach  all  of  your  students 
7i  a  place  to  feel  comfortable  and 
3S.  You  hope  your  story  is  one  of 
,  but  you  know  your  students  get 
i  sometimes.  Learning  and 
jing  is  not  an  activity  of 
ation.  Your  story  continues  with 
jing  a  lot  of  time  at  Rocky, 
ther  it’s  in  your  room, 
iperoning  dances  and  field  trips, 
watching  students  in  recitals  and 
james.  You  realize  your  story  is 
about  your  students  becoming 
your  kids,  and  Rocky  becoming 
your  home. 


James  Adams 
Lon  Alvarez 
Lon  Angel- Young 
Katie  Benson 
Ron  Boardman 
Emily  Bohling 
Mark  Bollaert 
Grant  Bramer 
Andrew  Campbell 


Pete  Carlin 
Jennifer  Chewning 
Henry  Clash 
Caitlin  Clough 
Sylvia  Cooper 
Tim  Corwin 
Amy  Curtiss 
Chad  Davis 
Carol  Depron 


Lisa  Donelson 
Katie  Douglas 
Keith  Dunker 
Chnstina  Dyer 
Kathleen  Evanchyk 
Dorian  Foster 
Valerie  Gamson 
Yolanda  Grandberry  Pugh 
Andrew  Gray 


Michelle  Greenwood 
Bill  Gustafson 
Andrew  Hains 
Emmanuel  Hakizimana 
Peggy  Hallas 
Kassie  Hannah 
Jacqueline  Harms 
Connie  Hayek 
Thaddeus  Hoover 


-  Influential  Teachers 


"She  has  taught  me  to 
embrace  my  love  for  music 
and  helped  me  get  out  of 
my  shell!" 

-  Rachel  Long  and  Mrs. 
Benson 


"He  taught  in  a  way  that 
was  so  easy  to  understand, 
and  sincerely  cares  for  his 
students!" 

-  Taylor  Sodaro  and  Mr. 
Campbell 


"She  made  things  that 
seemed  tough  and  long, 
easy  to  understand!” 

-  Chase  Spicer  and  Ms. 
Miers 


"She's  a  great  teacher  anc 
I  can  always  trust  her  with 
anything!" 

-  Ramon  Taylor  and  Ms. 
McGlaughlin 
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Angela  Loebach 
Joe  Lopez 
Kristine  Martens 
Jessica  Matherly 
Patricia  Matson 
Cheryl  McClendon 
Sean  McCollum 
Shanley  McGlaughlin 
Mary  Mendelin 

Mike  Mertel 
Patricia  Mewes 
Anita  Mickeison 
Meghan  Miers 
Sarah  Miers 
Audrey  Moody 
Tammy  Morgan 
Matthew  Newquist 
Beverly  Osborne 


Andrea  Parer 
Julie  Pearson 
Sa-Tosha  Phillips 
Gail  Pitcher 
Nick  Pitz 

Kathleen  Pokrajac 
Carol  Pressly 
Amanda  Puebla 
Chad  Quick 


Norma  Ramirez 
Amanda  Randolph 
Nicole  Regan 
Carmelita  Rivera 
Steven  Rogers 
Connie  Schwab 
Richelle  Scott 
Craig  Sharp 
Kristin  Shaw 


Take  Note 


Mrs.  Stark  has  been 
working  at  Rocky  for  12 
years.  She  left  the 
Davenport  School  District 
to  come  teach  here,  and 
after  making  tons  of 
memories,  she  says,  “I 
would  not  change  that  for 
anything.”  Mrs.  Stark 
advises  students  and 
teachers  to  try  then- 
hardest  at  school  because 
“A  good  education  will  getj 
you  where  you  want  to 
|go.” 


Then  &  NOW 


Mrs.  Stark  has 
definitely  left  her 
mark  on  the  math 
department  and 
Rocky.  We  love 
Mrs.  Stark  and 
wish  her  the  best 
in  the  next 
chapter  of  her  life. 
She  has  made  a 
huge  impact  on 
the  staff  and 
students  here.  Her 
hard  work, 
dedication  to  her 
students,  and 
positivity  will  be 
gready  missed! 
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Thomas  Sigel 
Robert  Smith 
Patnaa  Steger 
Joel  Stockwell 
Courtney  Stone 
Joann  Striding 
Sterling  Terry 
Karla  Thies 
David  Thompson 

Shari  Thompson 
Shawn  Trask 
Kevin  Traylor 
Laura  Vroman 
Marissa  Walczak  fl 
Michele  Williams 
Addie  Winn 
Gary  Wolber 
Nancy  Wolber 


Farnkm  Rock 


Mr.  Corwin  has  been  friends 
with  Mr.  Rogers  since  2013, 
and  remembers,  “Since  Mr. 
Rogers  was  not  cool 
enough  to  have  his  own 
classroom,  I  graciously 
offered  him  mine  during  my 
preps.  He’s  followed  me 
around  since.”  The  fun 
doesn’t  stop  when  the  bell 
rings,  as  they  spend  time 
together  outside  of  school, 
as  well.  For  fun,  Corwin 
says  that  they  ride  tandem 
bicycles,  do  3-legged  races, 
and  play  Dekhockey.” 
These  two  will  surely  add  up 
the  years  they’re  friends. 


Mr.  Rogers  expressed  that 
his  ongoing  friendship  with 
Mr.  Corwin  started  with 
“Teaching  and  coaching  in 
2013.  They  had  a  fallout  in 
fall  of  2014,  and  they  are 
rebuilding  the  circle  of  trust 
since  2015.”  Though  they 
have  only  known  each  other 
for  a  few  years,  they  spend 
a  lot  of  time  together 
outside  of  the  classroom. 
Rogers  voiced  they  “win 
softball  championships, 
have  5th  place  basketball 
finishes,  and  have  2nd 
place  trivia  teams.”  It’s  clear 
to  everyone  that  this 
friendship  will  go  on 
infinitely. 


in 

Ms.  Miers  says  she 
became  friends  with  Mrs. 
Foster,  “8  years  ago.  We 
were  both  teaching 
Sophomore  English  at  the 
time.  She  took  me  under 
her  wing,  and  hasn’t 
gotten  rid  of  me  since.” 
Despite  just  joining  the 
Rocky  family  within  the 
last  decade,  she  has 
become  close  friends  with 
Foster.  Miers  shares,  “We 
like  the  same  shows,  have 
similar  ideas  on  things. 
She  is  always  in  my  last  5 
calls  or  texts.  She’s  the 
Leslie  Knope  to  my  Ann 
Perkins.”  And,  we  don’t 
see  the  friendship  ending 
anytime  soon. 


.  Foster  recalls,  “My 
boss  forced  me  to  work 
with  her  on  10th  grade 
English,”  and  this  began 
a  beautiful  friendship. 
Though  being  a  teacher 
takes  up  a  large  amount 
of  time,  they  still  find 
time  for  fun.  Foster 
remarks  they,  “Drive 
around,  run  errands,  eat, 
talk  about  our  dreams... 
you  know...  typical  stuff. 

I  forgot  power  lifting.”  As 
years  go  on,  we  are  still 
sure  to  find  them  at  their 
crazy  shenanigans. 
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High  School  % 


“I  loved  being  in 
band  and  hanging 
out  with  my 
friends.  We 
played  a  lot  of 
cards  and  had 
super  “cool”  band 
trips.” 


Mrs. 

Bohling 

Math  Teacher 


Mrs.  Randolph 

History  Teacher 

“I  played  tennis  in  high  school,  and  loved 
because  I  met  my  best  friend  of  the  last  14 
years  the  first  day  of  practice.  Had  I  not 

played,  she  and  I  would 
have  missed  out  on  a 
lifetime  of  friendship.” 


Mrs.  Vroman 

Chemistry  Teacher 


CA.4.  imr< 
On  5  Pfc** 
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“I  was  captain  of 
the  Girls’  Soccer 
Team.  I  grew  up 
as  part  of  a 
soccer  family, 
and  absolutely 
loved  it.  These 
girls  were  my 
rock.  I  still 
play  soccer  with  a 
few  of 
them  even 
today.” 
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Mr.  Gustafson 

Art/Graphic  Design  Teacher 

“We  had  one  of  the  best  cross  country 
teams.  We  had  7  runners  in  the  top  20,  and 
dominated  the  district.  I  remember  one  mee 
when  we  ran  in  long  underwear.  It  ruined  ou 
races.  But,  I  made  some  great  friends.  I  still 
have  some  close  ones  from  the  team.” 


Inspiring  Learning 


at  the  Rock 


Mr  ToHemef,  MtS.  M/ers, 


Mrs.  Mrs.  Foster, 

Mr  0/ 


Your  story 
starts  with  a 
breath.  No 
matter  where 
the  sport 

begins,  you  start  with  a  pause.  The  anticipation  in 
the  silence  overwhelms  you  until  the  shot  is  hit,  the 
whistle  sounds,  or  the  pitch  is  thrown.  Then,  you 
take  off.  The  action  excites  you  as  you  run,  leap, 
and  swing  to  victory.  Your  adrenaline  flows 
through  you,  as  each  point  and  play  provides 
fresh  energy  and  motivation  to  run  farther, 
play  harder,  and  jump  higher.  The  never- 
ending  tension,  as  well  as  the  cheers  from 
the  stands  create  an  alternate  reality  as 
you  represent  the  Rocks  on  the  playing 
field.  Victory  rewards  you  and  defeat 
pushes  you  to  go  harder.  Your  life  is  a 
constant  cycle  of  practice  and  play, 
and  you  realize  that  despite  the 
outcome,  you  love  playing 
because  the  team  and 
environment  provide  you  with 
the  richest  canvas  to  paint  on. 


[Our]  Starts 
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This  year,  the  Rock  Island  Rocks'  Soccer  Team  expected  a 
big  year  out  of  the  boys  they  had  this  season.  Even  people 
around  the  area  had  big  expectations  for  the  team.  The 
soccer  team  did  what  no  soccer  team  had  ever  done  before 
in  school  history,  and  placed  second  in  Conference.  The 
soccer  team  achieved  several  of  their  goals  for  the  season. 

The  boys  made  history  when  they  won  a  long  overdue 
battle  against  Quincy  for  the  second  time,  in  a  long  fourteen 
years.  The  team  also  tied  UT  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years,  with  a  score  of  1-1 .  Senior  Captain  Trent  Livengood 
said,  “Beating  Quincy  and  the  feeling  it  gave  me  after  the 
game,  when  the  fans  rushed  the  field  was  my  favorite 
memory  of  the  season."  Senior  Captain  Blake  Schneider 
said,  “The  team,  this  year,  was  different  from  last  year 
because  we  weren’t  just  teammates,  we  were  brothers  on 
the  soccer  field.  Whenever  someone  fell  down,  we  picked 
them  back  up."  These  two  captains  showed  great 
leadership  throughout  the  year,  while  encouraging  the  team 
to  work  hard  and  stay  motivated.  The  Rocks’  Coach, 
Darrick  Kent,  said,  “This  year,  I  felt  like  the  team  could  have 
accomplished  more,  but  I  was  very  proud  with  what  they 
did  accomplish  this  season.”  The  Rocks  had  an  outstanding 
year,  and  are  looking  to  continue  their  success  next  year. 


together  between 
stoppage  time. 
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Varsity 

FrontSttWi  Gloire  Luwara,  Axel  Perez,  Lucky  Boy  Wulu, 
Beltran.  Eb  Dee.  Way  Htoo.  Middle  Row:  Victoria 
Alma'hza,  BienveniiaMshonda,  Didier  Brocamontes-Sosa, 
Nywandi  Bonane.  Christian  Torres,  Isaac  Carr,  Moo  Htoo, 
Jean  Nsengl^^e  Rotriero,  Coach  Almanza.  Back  Row: 

Coa^n  MarcelenV  Coafch  Schneider,  Trent  Livengood, 
Anaruni  Kimba,  Blake  Swineider,  Miguel  Gutierrez,  John 
tadima,  Bryce  Kgnt,  Frederick  Zetina,  Kyle  Pearce. 


76 


PK 


I 


YIOUR] 


Gloire  Luwara  has  been  playing 
soccer  his  whole  life.  This  year  was 
his  3rd  year  as  a  Varsity  soccer 
player.  Gloire  has  loved  his  years 
at  Rock  Island  High  School. 

Luwara  says  soccer  is  his 
“inspiration.”  Gloire’s  favorite 
memory  of  the  season  this  year 
was  beating  Quincy.  His 
teammates,  Bryce  Kent  and  Lucky 
Boy  Wulu,  scored  2  goals  in  4 
minutes  in  the  beginning  of  the 
game,  a  memory  Luwara  will  never 
forget.  Although  Luwara  has  been 
playing  Varsity  soccer  for  three 
years,  something  about  this  year 
stuck  out  to  him.  Luwara  says, 
“Practice  was  different.  We  took  it 
more  seriously  this  year,  and  we 
acted  like  we  wanted  to  win.”  Gloire 
is  a  junior,  and  is  really  looking 
forward  to  next  year  with  the  soccer 
team.  “I’m  so  excited  for  next  year 
for  myself  and  the  team,”  Luwara 
said.  He  is  excited  to  take  on  his 
senior  year  with  his  teammates. 
Gloire  is  looking  forward  to  being 
able  to  continue  his  soccer  career 
in  college  after  his  unforgettable 
experience  playing  soccer  for  Rock 
Island. 
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Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Victoria  Redus,  Lashae  McDuffy.  Keira  Arrington,  Allayah  Edgerson. 
Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Anna  Rowell,  Coach  Woods,  Gracie  Sims. 


Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Jameshia  Walls.  Ali  Dillender,  Davionce  Levy,  Chrislyn  Carr,  Justice 
Edell,  Sophia  Thomer,  Alyse  Parker.  Sadaya  Rodriguez.  Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach 
Henry  Hall,  Coach  Larry  Hall,  Charla  Swift,  Dequine  Irakoza,  Lauren  Hall,  Brea  Beal, 
Ann  Awor,  Dellaney  Anderson,  Mariah  Anderson,  Carolyn  Donaldson.  Coach  Sarita 
Goldsmith,  Nicos  McGowan,  Coach  Thad  Hoover. 


Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Morgan  Freeman,  Hannah  Simmer.  Raghen  Walker,  Kiara  Bagley, 
Javionna  Jalloh,  Carlee  Camlin.  Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach  Julie  Hudnall,  Gracie  Sims. 
Arianna  Gabriel.  Ella  Engholm.  Anna  Rowell,  Kelsey  Freeman,  Stanita  Zulu.  Coach  Mali 
Hoeppner.  Not  Pictured:  Amilia  Pena. 


The  Rock  Island  High  School  Varsity  Girls’  Basketball  Team,  for  the 
2016-2017  season,  was  31-2  under  the  guidance  of  Coach  Hoover.  The 
Rocks  lost  9  players  last  year  to  graduation.  This  challenged  new  players  and 
juniors  to  step  up,  and  they  did.  Coach  Hoover  explained  that  many  players 
stepped  up  into  leadership  roles,  including  Chrislyn  Carr,  Dellaney  Anderson, 
Jameshia  Walls,  Sophia  Thomer,  and  Anne  Awour.  Brea  Beal  and  Justice 
Edell  led  the  team  as  the  captains.  Coach  Hoover  said  one  of  their  goals  was 
t0  -prepare  to  beat  the  best,  and  we  did.”  One  of  those  wins  came  in  the  first 
round  of  Sectionals  against  Bradley  Bourbonnais  (27  -  2).  The  Lady  Rocks 
won  70  to  31 ,  and  Bradley  Bourbonnais  was  ranked  #8  at  the  time.  Coach 
Hoover  had  a  lot  to  be  proud  of  with  his  team,  but  he  most  enjoyed  that, 
flock  Island  won  the  WB6  for  the  sixth  time  in  a  row.  We  made  it  to  the  Sweet 
16  for  the  3rd  year  in  a  row.  We  beat  9  ranked  opponents  throughout  the 
season,  including  last  year’s  runner  up  and  State  Champion  in  Class  4A.” 

What  also  set  this  team  apart  from  their  competition  is  their  camaraderie. 
Sophomore  Brea  Beal  has  played  on  several  basketball  teams,  and  what 
makes  Rocky  different  than  the  others  is  the  bond  that  she  has  with  her 
teammates.  They  are  able  to  hang  out,  become  best  friends,  and  have  a  lot  of 
fun  together.  This  closeness  creates  a  great  respect  the  girls  have  for 
eachother.  Beal  states,  “I  feel  as  if  we  are  all  leaders  in  our  own  way.  We  all 
do  certain  stuff  in  order  to  be  a  role  model.” 

Although  the  Lady  Rocks  wish  their  season  would  have  lasted  longer  into  the 
post  season,  they  have  much  to  be  proud  of  this  year.  They  will  return  a 
number  of  players,  who  are  hungry  to  continue  their  winning  ways. 
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Justice  has  enjoyed  her  time  as  a 
Lady  Rock  basketball  player,  not  just 
for  the  success  they  have  had,  but 
also  for  the  friendships  she  has 
developed  and  motivation  that  has 
pushed  her  to  be  a  better  player. 

The  team’s  success  did  not  just 
start  this  year.  “We  have  had  a  great 
season,  so  far!  We  just  recently  won 
Conference  for  the  6th  year  in  a  row, 
and  we  don’t  plan  to  stop  there!”  she 
stated. 

Despite  the  pressure,  Edell  and 
her  team  have  remained  cool,  calm, 
and  collected.  She  states,  “Before 
games,  we  usually  just  listen  to  music 
and  buckle  down  and  get  focused.” 
The  team  is  not  just  a  team  on  the 
court,  but  they  are  also  a  team  that 
bonds  during  their  team  dinners,  too. 
Edell  says  the  dinners  are  “always  fun 
because  our  team  loves  to  eat! 
Besides  food,  we  really  just  joke 
around  and  do  fun  stuff  that  pulls  us 
closer  as  a  team.” 

Justice  is  a  senior,  so  this  is  her 
last  year  to  play  as  a  Rock  Island 
Rock.  She  states,  “I’m  going  to  miss 
playing  on  the  court  that  I  played  on 
for  four  years.  I’m  also  going  to  miss 
my  favorite  coaches  and  just  the 
atmosphere  of  high  school  basketball.” 


79 


Jeff  Perez  is  a  senior, 
and  has  played  golf 
since  his  freshman 
year.  However,  he 
has  only  played  one 
year  at  Rocky.  “I  had 
great  teammates  who 
pushed  me  to  do  my 
best.  I  had  a  lot  of  fun, 
and  made  plenty  of 
memories  this 
season,”  Jeff 
explained.  He 
transfered  here  his 
junior  year.  He  had 
his  most  successful 
year  at  Rocky.  He 
made  it  all  the  way  to 
State,  and  shot  a  69 
at  Duck  Creek. 


Front  Row.  Seth  Kachevas,  Henry  Thompson,  Logan  Curry,  Ryan  Nickel,  Jeffery  Perez,  Clayton  Price,  Connor 

Dusch,  Cameron  Johnson. 

Back  Row:  Coach  Sigel,  Andrew  Beierlein,  Andrew  Polito,  Alex  Kern,  Isaac  Thompson.  Max  Lelonek,  Sam 

Tauke,  Carson  James,  Coach  Sharp. 

[OUR]  is  about 


“The  2016  Rock  Island  Golf  Team,  being  in  one  of  the  toughest 
conferences  around,  is  looking  to  do  their  best  this  season.  Coach 
Sharp,  the  Head  Coach,  said.  Rocky  Golf  has  a  lot  of  eager  young  men, 
who  have  the  desire  to  be  great.  They  are  working  hard  to  improve  their 
game.  To  be  on  the  Varsity  6,  having  experience  and  a  good  golf  game 
is  a  key  factor.  That  is  why  Jeff  Perez,  Andrew  Polito,  Connor  Dusch, 
Cameron  Johnson,  Isaac  Thompson,  and  Carson  James  are  the  golfers 
filling  those  6  spots.  “They  are  all  good  golfers.  If  they  were  not,  they 
would  not  be  Varsity  golfers,"  explains  Isaac  Thompson,  Co-Captain  of 
the  Golf  Team. 

This  year,  the  Rock  Island  Boys'  Golf  program  has  a  new  member 
on  the  team,  Assistant  Coach  Thom  Sigel.  He  has  had  experience  and 
knows  how  to  play  the  game  of  golf,  making  him  an  excellent  assistant 
coach.  Coach  Sharp  said,  “Being  head  coach  has  the  responsibilities  for 
details  that  the  assistant  coach  does  not  have  to  worry  about.  The  head 
coach  has  to  keep  up  with  IHSA  requirements,  makes  hotel  reservations 
and  aligns  transport,  and  makes  sure  things  at  the  course  are  set  for  that 
year." 

“Golf  is  a  simple  sport.  The  only  way  to  improve  is  to  score  better. 
There  is  no  defense,  no  plays,  no  time-outs.  It  is  just  players  on  the 
course,  hitting  better  shots,"  said  Coach  Sharp.  All  that  has  to  be  done  to 
be  a  good  golfer  is  go  out,  and  play  a  ton.  “That  is  the  only  way  to 
improve  your  game.  You  will  gain  experience  and  skill,  explained  Coach 
Sharp.  “On  the  golf  team,  we  like  having  fun  and  making  memories. 
Winning  is  just  a  plus,"  said  Isaac  Thompson. 


Top  Left:  Henry  Thompson  follows  through  after  he 
hits  a  tee  shot. 

Top  Right:  Isaac  Thompson  watches  his  shot. 

Above  Left:  Logan  Curry  takes  a  practice  swing  on 
the  tee  box. 

Above  Right:  Cameron  Johnson  tees  off  on  hole  2  at 
Highland  Springs. 
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Girls  Tennis 


Front  Row:  Elyse  O’Brien,  Vanessa  Holland,  Analyssa  Hicks, 
Erica  Depoorter,  Magdalene  Granja,  Maegan  Tallman.  Back 
Row:  Coach  Chris  Gabany,  Coach  Caitlin  Clough,  Emily 
Laughlin,  Zoe  Veasey,  Stephanie  Kerno,  Coach  Don  Hartwig. 


Tennis  great  Billie  Jean  King  once  said,  “Tennis  is  a 
perfect  combination  of  violent  action  taking  place  in  an 
atmosphere  of  total  tranquility."  Similar  to  King,  the  2016 
Lady  Rocks’  Tennis  Team  was  small,  yet  mighty.  Coming  off 
of  a  tough  loss  of  some  of  their  senior  players  from  the 
previous  season,  the  team  was  determined  to  make  up  for 
the  setback. 

"Rebuilding  in  any  sport  is  a  slow  process  that  takes  a  to 
of  time  and  work,”  Head  Coach  Chris  Gabany  explains.  “It 
starts  with  the  right  mindset  and  work  ethic." 

The  team  took  to  the  courts,  in  hopes  of  utilizing  that 
work  ethic  in  both  practice  and  competition. 

“It  was  intimidating  trying  to  live  up  to  the  dominance  we 
had  last  season,  but  it  was  important  to  remember  to  enjoy 
ourselves,  and  consistently  push  to  better  our  game,  both  as 
a  team,  and  as  individuals,”  senior  Stephanie  Kerno  says. 

For  newcomer  Zoe  Veasey,  it  was  a  year  to  learn  more 
about  the  game  and  to  gain  skill.  “I’ve  improved  a  lot  on 
fundamentals,  and  have  become  more  confident  on  the  court 
this  season,”  Veasey  explains.  She  was  rewarded  “Most 
Improved  Player”  at  the  conclusion  of  the  season. 

Now,  with  their  heads  held  high,  racquets  ready,  and 
winning  in  their  sights,  the  Lady  Rocks  are  sure  to  only 
improve  and  continue  to  work  towards  tennis  glory. 
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Photo  of  Stephanie  Kerno  provided  by  the  Dispatch/Argus. 
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Maegan  Tallman  is  a 
senior  and  a  four-year 
tennis  player.  She 
played  for  two  years  on 
the  Varsity  Squad. 
“This  season,  I  went 
back  to  the  basics  to 
improve  my  game, 
specifically,  my  serve 
and  other 

fundamentals,”  Tallman 
explains.  However,  she 
is  very  nostalgic  that  her 
time  with  the  team  is 
coming  to  an  end.  “The 
thing  I  will  miss  the  most 
about  playing  tennis  for 
Rocky  will  be  the  bond 
we’ve  created  as  a 
team.  It’s  more  like  a 
family,”  she  says. 
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Photos  of  Stephanie  Kerno  and  Emily  Laughlin  provided 


Top:  Emily  Laughlin  begins  to  follow  through  on  a 
forehand  shot  against  Galesburg.  Middle  Top  Left:  Erica 
Depoorter  watches  as  the  ball  sails  away  from  her 
racquet.  Middle  top  right:  Sher-Nay  Paw  races  to  reach 
the  ball  in  a  meet  against  Geneseo.  Middle  Bottom  Left: 
Moira  Perez  bends  down  to  achieve  a  perfect  backhand. 
Middle  Bottom  Right:  Analyssa  Hicks  sets  up  a  forehand 
shot.  Bottom:  Stephanie  Kerno  prepares  to  utilize  her 
forehand. 


Our  Starts  With  Family 

The  Rock  Island  High  School  Boys’  Tennis  Team  strives  for  tennis  glory  when  they  can,  but  makes  hard  work 
and  unity  a  priority.  Head  Coach  Chris  Gabany  says  that  “most  of  the  players  knew  each  other,  but  those  that 
didn't  in  the  beginning  became  part  of  the  team,  as  a  whole,  by  the  end  of  the  season.”  Aaron  Crose,  a  new 
recruit  this  past  season,  can  attest  to  that  characteristic  of  the  team.  “I  think  the  boys’  team  last  year  was 
exciting  and  fun  to  be  around,”  Crose  says.  Crose  was  joined  by  Jerry  Hacker,  another  new  recruit,  to  form  one 
of  the  team’s  headlining  doubles  teams.  “It  was  a  fun  experience  because  of  the  improvement  over  time  from 
hours  and  hours  of  practice  and  learning  from  the  coaches,”  Hacker  says.  Coach  Gabany  also  felt  the  unity  and 
determination  of  the  players,  saying  that,  “The  players  on  the  team  all  pull  for  one  another  and  enjoy  being 
around  each  other,  and  that  always  makes  the  team  environment  and  makeup  that  much  better.”  Aaron  and 
Jerry  have  set  the  goal  to  qualify  for  State  in  doubles  next  year,  and  with  junior  Josh  Teggatz  breaking  through 
to  a  State  qualification  for  the  first  time  in  nine  years  last  season,  Coach  Gabany  is  hoping  to  keep  going.  “I  want 
them  to  always  work  hard  and  continue  to  fight  no  matter  what  the  scoreboard  says.  Tennis  is  a  sport  where  you 
don’t  have  to  be  the  most  athletic  player  to  win.  If  you  are  dedicated  and  work  on  both  your  physical  and  mental 
game,  then  you  can  progress  and  be  successful,”  Gabany  states.  While  this  team  is  growing,  their  hard  work, 

perseverance,  and  teamwork  are  what  really  make  them  rock  solid. 


Top  Left:  Seniors  Casey  Hupton,  Jake  Aunan,  Json  Rangel,  Keenan  Wilhelm,  and  Sam  Kennedy  are  celebrated 

at  the  end-of-year  banquet. 

Top  Right:  Junior  Josh  Teggatz  slices  a  backhand  back  to  his  opponent. 

Bottom  Left:  Senior  Casey  Hupton  concentrates  as  he  hits  a  forehand. 

Bottom  Right:  Senior  Sam  Kennedy  lunges  for  a  forehand  volley  at  the  net. 

Bottom  Left  and  Top  Right  pictures  provided  by  the  Dispatch/Argus. 
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Cade  Green  is  a 
junior  at  Rock  Island 
High  School.  Cade 
started  playing  tennis 
his  freshman  year. 
Cade  started  playing 
because  his  cousin, 
Trent  Livengood, 
played,  and  had 
convinced  him  to  play 
once  he  got  into  high 
school.  “My  time  on 
the  team  was  a  fun 
and  uplifting 
experience,  and  I 
would  suggest  it  for 
everybody  else  who 
is  looking  for  a  fun, 
fast  paced  sport  with 
a  loving  team.” 


Back  Row:  Coach  Clough,  Coach  Gabany,  Mason  Witsman,  Elijah 
Westmorland,  Aaron  Crose,  Keenan  Wilhelm,  Logan  Haskill,  Coach  Don 
Middle  Row:  Alban  Rachal,  Ehdee  Way  Htoo,  Jake  Aunan,  Christian  Torres, 
Cameron  Wilhelm,  Cameron  Johnson,  Calin  Nevarez 
Front  Row:  Will  Holmberg,  Json  Rangel,  Cade  Green,  Casey  Hupton,  Sam 
Kennedy,  Jeffrey  Harding,  Joshua  Teggatz 


Top  Left:  Senior  Jake  Aunan  jokes  around  before  a  meet. 

Bottom  Left:  Junior  Aaron  Crose  gets  ready  to  expertly  return  a  serve  from 

his  opponent. 

Right:  Senior  Jake  Aunan  picks  up  a  clean  forehand. 

Right  picture  provided  by  the  Dispatch/Argus. 


Boys'  Basketball 


Rocky's  Boys’  Basketball  Team  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  competitive  and 
fierce  program.  For  the  team’s  season,  Coach  Sigel  says  that,  “Our  goal  is  to  get 
better  each  week.”  The  group  has  several  returning  players,  and  most  of  the 
seniors  have  been  very  influential  leaders.  Among  the  captains  is  Jay  Richardson, 
a  senior  that  has  participated  in  the  program  all  four  years  of  high  school.  To 
improve  during  his  final  season,  Jay  admits,  “Working  harder  in  practice  and  taking 
everything  seriously  is  the  key.”  Another  captain,  Jacob  Ellis,  enjoys  playing  at  the 
Rock  Garden  with  his  closest  teammates.  Jacob  shares  that  the  best  part  of 
playing  basketball  his  senior  year  is,  “Knowing  that  you  are  one  of  the  guys  that 

Coach  calls  on  to  win  games.” 

Overall,  the  boys  encounter  strengths  and  weaknesses  during  the  season. 
According  to  Jay  Richardson,  “Together,  we  are  a  deep  team,  with  a  lot  of  guys 
with  different  skill  sets,  which  creates  a  great  atmosphere.”  This  expertise  and 
talent  on  the  court  is  definitely  noticeable,  and  is  exhibited  by  the  Varsity  team 
every  Friday  night.  Coach  Sigel  remarks  that  the  team  will  develop  by,  “Having 
everyone  understand  their  best  role  to  help  the  team  reach  its  full  potential.”  The 
boys  have  worked  hard  each  year  to  move  past  this  obstacle. 

By  working  together  and  persevering,  the  team  has  accomplished  their  goals  and 
improved  individually.  Jacob  Ellis  mentions  that,  “It’s  amazing  to  have  guys  on  the 
team  that  push  each  other  to  get  better."  The  chemistry  between  the  players  helps 
practices,  games,  and  goal  achievement. 

For  the  2016-2017  season,  the  Boys’  Basketball  Team  shared  the  Western  Big  Six 
Conference  title,  and  finished  with  a  record  of  15-12.  Every  game,  the  players  and 
Coach  Sigel  tried  their  best  on  the  court  for  themselves,  and  the  fans.  Next  year, 
the  returning  players  of  the  team  hope  to  reach  new  heights  and  become  stronger 

than  ever. 

Back  Row  L-R: 

Coach  Logan  Winn, 
Randy  Tucker,  Aaron 
Crose,  Reiko  Bagley, 
Jacob  Ellis,  Lacey 
Watson,  Ben  Ellis,  Ty 
Lewis,  Jerry  Hacker, 
Coach  Thom  Sigel 
Front  Row  L-R: 
William  Holmberg, 
Justin  Randle,  Bobby 
Stewart,  Jay 
Richardson,  Corey 
Freeman,  Alek 
Jacobs,  D’Angelo 
Steele,  JaMir  Price, 
John  Perez 


Jerry  Hacker  has  played 
basketball  since  his 
youth.  As  he  grew  up, 
he  developed  his 
competitiveness  and 
talent.  Jerry  says  that, 
“As  a  senior,  I  have 
become  more  confident, 
and  the  coaches  have 
more  confidence  in  me.” 


Back  Row  L-R:  Coach  Colvin,  Terry  Morrow, 
Jahmeir  Robinson,  Michael  Ndabunganie,  Coach 
Baker,  Jayden  Tucker,  Jamal  Randle,  Brandon 
Williams,  Coach  Johnson 
Front  Row  L-R:  Darryl  Gray,  Malichi  Key,  Charlie 
Allison,  Aaron  Voss,  Darnell  Conner,  Elijah  Andrews, 
Tyler  Meirhaeghe,  Solomon  Gustafson 


Back  Row  L-R:  Coach  Beck,  Bukuru  Coudray.  Andrew 
McDuffy.  Taurean  Holtam.  Malachi  Key,  Tyler  Parr,  Alijah 
Walker-Lee,  Coach  Ruiz 

Front  Row  L-R:  Jaylin  Rose,  Tony  VanDeWalle  Jr..  Austin 
Meirhaeghe,  Brady  Adams,  Amirre  Coleman.  Dreyko  Veronie. 
Jayden  Rea 

Not  Pictured:  Darrell  Gray,  Davion  Wilson,  MJ  Stern  Jr., 
Michael  Machuca 

Student  Asst:  Kerry  Thomas  &  Anthony  Lion 


Jerry  displays  this 
boldness  on  the  court 
and  during  practice. 
“Teaching  the 
underclassmen  steps  to 
become  a  leader  in  their 
upcoming  years  is  the 
best,”  Jerry  admits. 
Jerry’s  coaches  and 
teammates  admire  his 
hard  work  and  genuinely 
appreciate  his 
contributions  to  the 
team. 


Cheerleader  [CHirJeder]  -noun 

1 .  A  member  of  a  team  that  performs  organized  cheering,  chanting  and 

dancing  in  support  of  a  sports  team. 


The  2016  Football  Cheerleaders  have  had  yet 
another  very  successful  season.  Thanks  to  their 
Head  Coach  of  nine  years,  Betsy  Larson,  they  have 
put  on  entertaining  performances,  as  well  as 
worked  hard  to  cheer  on  the  boys  at  all  of  the 
games.  “Our  goal  is  to  be  a  positive  role  model  for 
the  younger  cheerleaders  and  youth  in  the 
community,”  says  Larson.  Ashlee  Minear,  a  senior, 
has  been  cheering  for  3  years.  She  says, 
“Cheerleading  has  impacted  my  life  in  a  way  no 
one  will  understand.  My  favorite  memory  was 
running  the  flags  on  Senior  Night.”  Shelby  Brasmer, 
a  senior  and  a  cheerleader  of  4  years  now,  is  sad 
to  see  this  season  come  to  an  end.  She  stated,  “I 
can’t  wait  to  see  what  the  girls  accomplish  next 
gg  year.  I  will  miss  my  cheer  family  so  much!” 


JV  2016  Football  Cheerleaders:  Front  Row:  Zaida  Bradey,  Nia  Lam,  Mackenzie  Nightingale 
Middle  Row:  Maleiah  Rogers,  Amani  Vesey,  Hailie  Stephens,  Lexaya  Kelley.  Back  Row: 
Makayla  Parkins,  Callista  Spicer,  Hannah  Knuth,  Taliyah  Brown. 


Varsity  2016  Football  Cheerleaders: 

Front  Row:  Jessica  Torrence,  Ashlee  Minear,  LaTerionna  Pugh,  Diavhiaughn  Carter,  Deja  Simmons  Middle  Row  Salena  Pizano, 

Sydney  Martin,  Alexandra  Axup,  Mackenzie  Munday.  Back  Row:  C'aira  Newman,  E  dereka  Newsone,  Shelby  Brasmer,  Klara 

Arrington,  Jasmine  Thomas. 
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Front  Row:  Kylie  Harrington,  Tavia  Johnson.  Middle  Row:  Jada  Gay,  Ashley  Johnson,  Jayliyah  Lewis,  Lauren 
Cunningham.  Back  Row:  Keira  Arrington,  Miranda  Banks,  Vantasia  Wright,  Kailyn  Sanders,  McKenzie  Brandt. 


Mackenzie  Munday  has 
been  a  part  of  the  Rocky 
Cheer  Squad  since  her 
freshman  year. 
Responsibility  is  a  huge  part 
of  being  a  cheerleader, 
especially  when  you  are  a 
part  of  other  activities  during 
the  season.  “Football  cheer 
is  busy  for  me  because  I  am 
a  cheerleader  and  I  am  in 
Marching  Band,  which 
means  I  have  to  change  at 
halftime  to  perform,” 
Munday  states.  Thanks  to 
helpful  coaches  and  other 
members  on  the  squad, 
Mackenzie  has  learned 
helpful  time  management 
skills,  while  being  able  to 
stick  with  the  activities  she 
loves.  “I  like  being  able  to 
interact  with  the  crowd  at 
games  and  get  everyone 
pumped  up!”  Munday 
explains. 
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Jasmine  Thomas  is  a  senior  on 
the  Girls’  Basketball  Varsity 
Cheer  Squad.  Jasmine  has 
cheered  all  throughout  her  high 
school  career.  Thomas  says  her 
experiences  on  the  squad  have 
taught  her  how  to  fight  for  what 
she  wants,  no  matter  what.  She 
says  the  hardest  part  of  her 
senior  season  has  been 
practicing  for  her  last  Senior 
Night  Dance.  Even  though  the 
season  has  to  come  to  an  end, 
she  will  remember  what  it  was 
like  to  be  a  leader,  and  all  of  the 
memories  from  years  before. 
She  says  that  the  most  unique 
part  of  her  senior  year  was  the 
opportunity  the  squad  had  over 
the  summer  to  go  away  to  cheer 
camp.  “It  was  lots  of  fun!  I  met 
new  girls  from  different  schools 
and  got  the  chance  to  learn  new 
skills,”  she  explains.  Jasmine 
wants  to  remind  all  of  the 
upcoming  cheerleaders  to  work 
hard  and  cheer  their  hearts  out! 


[Our] 


starts  with 


The  Girls’  Basketball  Cheerleading 
Squads  have  had  a  memorable 
season.  Ashlee  Minear,  a  senior  who 
has  been  on  these  squads  for  3  years, 
says  her  favorite  part  of  her  senior 
season  was  “Being  able  to  crack  jokes 
and  have  everybody  laughing 
together.”  Patricia  Gallegos,  the  team’s 
coach,  says  her  girls  are  “energetic” 
and,  “There  is  an  unexplainable  bond 
between  the  whole  group.”  The  team 
chemistry  has  made  the  season 
enjoyable  to  all  of  the  girls.  Mackenzie 
Nightingale,  a  sophomore  on  the 
Varsity  Squad,  advises  any  future 
member  of  the  squad  to,  “Just  know  it 
can  get  hard  sometimes,  but  we  have 
so  much  fun  together,  so  it’s  all  worth 
it.” 


Back  Row  L  to  R: 
Ariel  Brown,  Deja 
Simmons,  Jasmine 
Thomas,  Madison 
Schlieper,  Lexaya  Kelley 
Middle  Row  L  to  R: 

La’Corrionna 
Washington,  Ashlee 
Minear,  Mackenzie 
Nightingale 
Front  Row  L  to  R: 
LaTerionna  Pugh- 
Brown,  Shelby  Brasmer 
Not  Pictured:  Miranda 
Meadows  and  Shay 
Chaundry 


Back  Row  L  to  R:  Kailyn 
Sanders,  Jayliyah  Lewis,  Clair 
Eastman 

Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Maleiah 
Rodgers,  Nia  Lam,  Lauren 
Cunningham 
Front  Row  L  to  R:  Kylie 
Harrington,  Amani  Vesey 
Not  Pictured:  Yvette  Perez 
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The  Boys’  Basketball  Cheerleaders 
have  had  a  great  season  this  year. 
Mackenzie  Munday,  a  junior  who 
has  cheered  for  3  years,  says  that 
her  favorite  part  of  cheering  on  this 
squad  is,  “The  amount  of  energy  in 
the  gym  during  a  good  game.” 
Betsy  Larson,  the  squad's  Head 
Coach,  describes  her  girls  as 
determined,  and  able  to  efficiently 
work  around  changes  that  had  to  be 
made  throughout  the  season.  She 
says  her  favorite  part  of  coaching  is, 
“Watching  young  girls  look  up  to  my 
cheerleaders,  and  making  sure  the 
girls  put  forth  a  good  example  for 
them  to  follow." 


Back  Row  (L  to  R): 
Diavhiaughn  Carter, 
Heaven  Ewing,  Klara 
Arrington.  Middle 
Row  (L  to  R):  C’Aira 
Newman,  Jessica 
Torrence,  Mackenzie 
Munday.  Front  Row 
(L  to  R):  Salena 
Pizano,  Sydney 
Martin 

Not  Pictured: 
Alexandra  Axup  and 
e’Dereka  Newsone 


Back  Row:  Manurumva  Sonia  Pamela,  Vantasia 
Wright,  McKenzie  Brandt,  Miranda  Banks.  Front  Row: 
Keira  Arrington,  Tavia  Johnson,  Jada  Gay 
Not  Pictured:  Ashley  Johnson 


Jack  Row:  Callista  Spicer,  Victoria  McLeod.  Hannah 
:nuth,  Makayla  Parkins.  Middle  Row:  Taliyah  Brown, 
iophia  Johnson,  Hailie  Stephens.  Myah  Await.  Zaida 
Bradley 
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Alex  Axup  is  a  senior  Boys’ 
Basketball  Cheerleader,  who 
has  been  cheering  for  6  years 
now,  ever  since  her  7th  grade 
year.  She  says  that  her  senior 
year  has  been  the  greatest  yet. 

“The  opportunity  to  go  to 
Western’s  Cheer  Camp  for  the 
first  time  really  made  my  senior 
year  special,”  says  Alex.  While 
at  camp  over  the  summer,  the 
UCA  staff  even  asked  her  to 
come  back  to  be  a  staff 
member,  and  help  run  future 
cheer  camps!  Alex  said  this  was 
a  huge  honor,  and  made  her 
feel  like  all  of  her  hard  work  had 
paid  off.  Her  season  hasn’t  been 
completely  easy.  Alex  also 
faced  some  challenges  along 
the  way,  with  the  most  difficult 
one  being  balancing  her 
different  schedules.  Even 
though  it  was  difficult,  Alex  said 
it  was  worth  it  to  be  a  part  of 
many  organizations,  like  track 
and  band.  Her  advice  to  future 
cheerleaders  is,  “To  always  put 
the  success  of  the  squad  above 
self  interest,  and  to  have  fun!” 
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Lyndsay  Martel 

“My  favorite 
memory  was 
watching  Jeepers 
Creepers  on  the 
ride  home  from 
Peoria.” 


Anna  Bacon 

“My  favorite 
memory  was  going 
to  the  pumpkin 
patch  and  racing 
each  other  through 
the  corn  mazes.” 


Kassidy  Hainline 

“My  favorite 
memory  from  this 
season  is  going  to 
Delaney  Kelley’s 
house  to  eat  chili 
and  paint 
pumpkins.” 


Camille  Brune 

“My  favorite  memory 
was  being  ahead  of 
Bettendorf  by  4 
points  during  a  set, 
even  though  we 
ended  up  losing, 
because  it  showed 
what  we  are  capable 
of.” 


Rachel  Spragg 

“My  favorite  memory 
from  the  season  was 
when  we  played  at 
UT,  and  the  game 
was  so  intense.  Our 
team  was  not  going 
down  without  a  fight, 
and  it  was  honestly  a 
really  good  feeling." 


VOLLEYBALL 


Varsity 

Front  Row:  Anna  Bacon. 

Sarah  Kaha,  Rachel 
Simmer,  Carlee  Camlin, 
Lyndsay  Martel.  Middle 
Row:  Camille  Brune, 
Monica  Diaz,  Claire 
McKay,  Mollee  Murphy, 
Kassidy  Hainline,  Rachel 
Spragg.  Back  Row:  Coach 
Kelly  Young,  Delaney 
Kelley,  Coach  Jody  Bell. 
Dellaney  Anderson,  Coach 
Sydney  Sottos. 


Sophomore  Team: 
Front  Row:  McKenna 
Chastain,  Monica  Diaz, 
Emma  Spurgetis,  Ella 
Engholm,  Mackenzie 
Melody,  Kayla  Depoorter, 
Kaylyn  Lemmon.  Back  Row: 
Coach  Engstrom,  Ashley 
Peters,  Delaney  Kelley, 
Raghen  Walker,  Jolicia 
Cooper,  Janey  Harris. 


Freshman  Team: 
Front  Row:  Kaitlyn  Welsh, 
Amelia  Pena,  Emma 
Beierlein,  Hae  Ni  Sher,  Eh 
Mu,  Maddie  Brummit.  Back 
Row:  Coach  Ally  Burkhead, 
Lauryn  Dempsey,  Morgan 
Freeman,  Hannah  Simmer, 
Madolynn  Finley,  Ella 
Engholm. 
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The  2016  Varsity  Volleyball  Team  faced  a  challenging  season,  yet  the  girls  still  showed 
great  potential.  The  team  played  very  difficult  games,  back  to  back,  but  continued  to 
work  hard.  Although  the  season  did  not  go  as  expected,  Anna  Bacon,  Carlee  Camlin, 
Kassidy  Hainline,  and  Rachel  Spragg  held  the  team  together  as  positive  leaders.  The 
season  turned  into  a  learning  experience,  and  showed  lots  of  potential  for  years  to  come. 
One  of  the  biggest  challenges  for  the  team  was  the  lack  of  senior  players.  “We  dealt 
with  the  challenge  of  a  young  team,  because  of  that  we  just  found  a  way  to  use  the 
young  players  in  an  efficient  way  to  make  it  work,"  Lyndsay  Martel  explains.  The 
majority  of  the  team  consisted  of  junior  and  even  sophomore  players.  In  fact,  “Several 
key  roles  were  fulfilled  by  young  teammates,"  explains  Coach  Young.  Some  of  these 
players  even  played  up  as  freshmen.  Young  says  the  younger  players  “performed  well  in 
high  intensity  games,”  and  she  expects  big  things  from  them  in  the  coming  years.  Senior 
teammate  Martel  says  even  though  the  players  “were  younger,  they  matured  a  lot,  and 
got  the  job  done."  Throughout  the  season,  the  girls  did  a  lot  together  to  bond  as  a  team. 
The  bus  rides  alone  were  a  bonding  experience,  watching  movies  such  as  Jeepers 
Creepers.  The  team  also  dressed  up  and  visited  the  pumpkin  patch  together.  Coach 
Young  used  games  to  refocus  the  team.  “At  practices,  we  played  games  like  hide  and  go 
seek.  It  made  practicing  a  lot  more  fun!"  explains  Varsity  player,  Claire  McKay.  The  team 
also  participated  in  decorating  the  hallway  for  Homecoming  Week,  and  also  decorated 
their  locker  room  for  games.  Weekly  team  dinners  were  an  easy  way  to  bond  the  team 
over  food.  Despite  their  record,  the  team  still  had  many  accomplishments  to  be  proud  of. 
A  lot  of  the  players  were  the  most  excited  about  their  game  against  Bettendorf,  where 
they  led  the  majority  of  the  game.  The  Galesburg  game  also  showed  the  team’s 
potential,  while  playing  in  high  intensity  competition.  Young  says,  "Despite  a  challenging 
season,  our  team  showed  great  potential  for  future  seasons,  showing  a  lot  of  character 
and  heart,  while  facing  these  well  established  teams." 


; 

“They  bring  out  the  kid 
in  me  and  keep  me 
young.  It  will  be 
different  just  having 
Leo,  but  the  girls 
i  already  love  him. 
Sometimes,  it’s  hard 
to  leave  him  to  go  to 
practice.” 

-  Coach  Young  on 
coaching  and  having 
her  son,  Leo. 
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When  the  Rock  Island  Lady  Rocks  took  the  field  for  their  2016  season,  they  were 
joined  by  four  freshmen,  one  of  which  was  Lauryn  Stegall,  who  was  named  the 
2016  Dispatch  Player  of  the  Year.  A  main  factor  of  this  year’s  team  was  the 
newcomers  and  their  impact  on  the  Lady  Rocks’  Team.  Stegall  says,  “The  team 
pushed  me  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Someone  was  always  there  to  pick  me  up. 
That  was  just  how  we  were.”  She  states  that  having  a  close  and  motivated  team 
makes  the  difficulties  seem  easier.  In  his  second  year  as  head  coach,  Coach 
Allison  says,  “This  group  of  girls  were  young,  but  their  age  said  nothing  about  their 
talent."  Allison  stated  this  team  faced  some  difficulties  throughout  the  season, 
finishing  21-12,  but  learned  how  to  play  the  game  the  right  way,  and  how  to  do  the 
little  things  right.  Lauryn  says,  “I  see  a  bright  future  for  us.  I  know  the  future  of  Lady 

Rocks'  Softball  will  be  successful.” 


Alex  Sierens  and 
Bailey  Allison 

Seniors  Alex  Sierens  and 
Bailey  Allison  are  going 
into  their  fourth,  and  final, 
Varsity  season.  Over  the 


Ashley  Peters  stretches  for  the 
ballot  first. 


past  few  years,  the  two 
have  grown  on  and  off  the 
field.  As  seniors,  it  is  their 
last  year  to  make  an 
impact  and  show  their 
leadership  on  the  field. 
“I’m  excited  to  step  up  and 
be  a  leader  my  senior 
year,”  says  Bailey. 
Sierens  echoed  Allison’s 
enthusiasm,  stating,  “I 
can’t  wait  to  make  more 
memories  on  and  off  the 
field,  and  I  am  excited  to 
be  a  Lady  Rock.”  Sierens 
adds,  “I  am  eager  to  see 
what  this  team  is  capable 
of  and  how  we  will  come 
together  to  overcome 
obstacles.” 


2016  Sophomore  Team 


2016  Freshmen  Team 


Below:  Varsity  player  Deshaun  Davis  stands  at  bat, 
ready  to  hit  the  baseball 


Below:  Ian  Purvis  throws  the  ball  during  the  game. 


Below:  Zach  Leatherman  pitches  on  the  mound 
during  a  Varsity  baseball  game. 


Left:  During  a  Varsity  game,  Dominic  Esposito  is  ready 
to  swing. 

Below:  Ian  Purvis  stands  at  the  plate,  ready  to  hit 
the  ball. 


Left:  Shamus  Murphy  throws  the  ball  to  second  base 
to  get  the  runner  out. 


201 6  Freshmen  Team  201 6  Sophomore  Team 


The  2016  season  continued  to  be  a  season  of  hard  work  and  progress. 
According  to  Head  Coach  Jay  Wayland,  this  season’s  goals  focused  on  building 
“offensive  and  defensive  fundamentals  necessary  to  support  a  young  and 
inexperienced  pitching  staff.”  The  Rocks  featured  a  number  of  returning  players,  as 
well  as  some  newcomers.  Freshmen  Charlie  Allison  and  Spencer  Hasselroth  made 
an  especially  big  impact  on  the  team. 

The  team  enjoyed  more  than  just  success  on  the  field,  too.  “The  best  thing 
about  the  team  is  the  relationships  made  with  your  teammates,”  says  Nick  Roessler. 
Pitcher,  Hunter  Neyens,  agrees,  stating,  “Everyone  is  very  close  with  each  other. 
Our  best  player  is  not  that  much  better  than  our  worst  player.  We’re  very  well 
rounded.”  His  best  memory  was  throwing  nothing  but  curve  balls  against  Peoria. 

Ultimately,  the  team  and  staff  enjoyed  their  season  and  all  they  accomplished 
this  year.  “It  was  very  rewarding  to  see  how  much  we  had  grown  as  a  team  and  in 
skills  through  the  end  of  the  season,”  concluded  Wayland. 
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Dominic  Esposito  has  been 
playing  baseball  for  15  years. 
This  season,  he  pitched  and 
played  first  base  for  the  Varsity 
Team.  Dominic  has  cherished 
his  years  on  the  baseball  team. 
“The  best  thing  about  the  team 
is  that  all  of  the  guys  get  along, 
and  we  like  to  play  with  each 
other,”  Esposito  explained. 
Certain  memories  rise  above 
the  rest  for  Dominic.  “My  favorite 
memory  was  going  to  play  on 
the  field  at  Illinois  State  and 
staying  at  a  hotel  overnight,”  he 
explained.  Dominic  is  not  just 
focused  on  his  senior  season, 
but  also  on  his  college  career, 
as  he  has  committed  to  the 
baseball  team  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin-  Parkside  after 
graduation.  On  top  of  the  great 
experiences  with  his  teammates 
and  friends,  Dominic  has 
learned  a  few  life  lessons  from 
his  sport.  “Baseball  has  taught 
me  to  be  humble  more  than 
anything.  You  have  your  ups 
and  downs,  but  you  learn  to 
overcome  a  lot  and  trust  the 
hard  work  that  you  put  in 
Esposito  states. 


2016  Varsity  Team 


Top  Left:  Austin  Braud  prepares  to  bat. 
Left:  Andres  Terronez  stands  ready. 
Above:  Shamus  Murphy  and  Zach 
Leatherman  talk  strategy  with  Assistant 
Coach  Jarrod  Parker  on  the  mound. 


Rock  Island  Boys’  Cross  Country  had  a  strong  racing  season  for  2016.  Besides  having  a 
small,  but  mighty  team  of  8  to  end  the  season,  they  finished  with  a  fourth  place  standing  in  their 
conference.  Coach  Joe  Lopez  stated  the  team's  goal  was  to,  “Finish  better  than  last  year’s  team." 
Everyone  on  the  team,  even  the  newcomers,  made  a  tremendous  impact,  and  many  runners 
beat  their  personal  records  throughout  the  season.  Terrell  Robinson,  a  senior,  four  year  runner 
has  made  a  great  impact  on  both  the  sport  and  the  team.  He  had  set  major  goals  for  the  year 
and  mile  times  he  wanted  to  beat.  Teammates  Jalil  Gay,  Tony  VanDeWalle,  Aminia 
Mashimango,  and  Logan  Conner  helped  carry  the  success  throughout  the  season.  Robinson 
spoke  for  the  rest  of  the  team  that  they  only  feared  one  obstacle:  the  hills.  The  boys  worked  all 
summer  running  hills  to  help  their  team  be  at  the  top.  Moving  into  the  season,  one  of  the  best 
meets  was  the  Geneseo  Invitational.  Almost  everyone  placed  at  that  meet.  The  experience  was 
great  for  the  Rocks.  Continuing  to  push  through  the  season,  they  raced  their  way  to  Conference. 
Robinson  placed  fourteenth,  running  an  excellent  race,  and  keeping  a  positive  mindset.  The  most 
important  detail  that  kept  the  team  together  was  staying  positive.  The  team  was  very  close.  They 
plan  on  representing  Rock  Island  well  once  again  next  year.  "This  is  a  good  team,  with  some 
good  runners,”  explained  Robinson.  Although  they  had  a  pretty  good  season,  the  plans  of 

making  history  is  the  goal  for  this  team  next  year. 


100 


Y[OUR] 


Jalil  Gay,  a  junior  and  top 
runner  on  the  Cross 
Country  Team,  had  big 
goals  to  accomplish  this 
year.  “My  goal  was  to  get 
top  3  in  Conference  and  to 
go  as  a  team  to  Sectionals,” 
he  stated.  Gay  continued  to 
push  hard,  despite  any 
challenges.  One  of  the 
biggest  adversities  that  the 
team  faced  was  the  number 
of  people.  Besides  that,  Gay 
showed  his  close-knit  team 
what  it  takes  to  be  a  good 
leader.  “We  worked  harder 
and  did  the  best  that  we 
could,  pushing  the  team  to 
great  achievements,”  he 
stated.  The  boys  continued 
to  race  until  Conference, 
with  Gay  coming  in  second 
for  the  boys’  team.  Jalil  is 
already  getting  ready  for 
next  year  by  pushing 
himself,  and  preparing  for  a 
great  senior  season. 


Front  Row:  Tony 
VanDeWalle, 
Aminia 
Mashimango, 
Evan  Kidwell, 
Tavian  Douglas 
Rogan.  Middle 
Row:  Coach 
Lopez,  Mitchell 
Grizzle,  Liam 
Haskill,  Logan 
Conner,  Coach 
Barnes.  Back 
Row:  Jalil  Gay, 
Andrew  Bushnell, 
Kaleb  Leone, 
Landon  Love, 
Terrell  Robinson. 


The  2016  Lady  Rocks  had  one  mission  this  season:  to  make  history.  With 
hard  work  and  dedication,  the  Swim  Team  definitely  achieved  their  goal. 

This  season,  two  school  records  were  broken.  Sophomore,  Mikayla  DePover, 
the  team’s  top  breaststroker.  broke  a  25  year  old  school  record  set  by  Linda 
Warrick  in  the  1 00  breast  by  over  two  seconds',  as  well  as  placing  first  In  the 
Western  Big  Six  Conference  Championship,  and  second  at  the  IHSA  Sectional. 
“I’ve  been  working  hard  to  break  the  record  all  year.  It  feels  good  to  see  my  name 
up  on  the  board,"  states  DePover.  —  WM 

Tin  addition  to  DePover’s  record,  the  Medley  Relay  of  Elaina  Quilty, 
Mikayla  DePover,  Jana  Fleming,  and  Emma  Osborn,  broke  the  record  with  a 
time  of  1 :53.10  and  a  first  place  finish  at  Sectionals,  qualifying  them  for 
State.  “I’m  really  happy  we  got  to  accomplish  this  together  as  a  team.  We 
get  to  go  to  State  for  the  first  time,  all  together,  and  it  makes  it  so  much 
more  special,"  states,  senior,  Elaina  Quilty.  The  girls  went  in  to  the 
State  Meet,  ranked  36th,  and  came  out  ranked  33rd.  "Swimming  at 
State  was  an  unforgettable  experience,”  states  Jana  Fleming.  “I’m 
thankful  I  was  able  to  swim  with  my  teammates  one  last  time.”  ** 
The  girls  on  the  relay  team  were  not  the  only  State 
Qualifiers  for  the  Lady  Rocks.  Diver  Taylor  Madison 
qualified  for  State,  with  a  score  of  374.95.  “I  didn’t 
believe  it  at  first.  It  took  awhile  to  sink  in,”  Madison 
explains.  Taylor  Madison  finished  30th  at  State,  with 
a  score  of  162  05. 

As  a  team,  the  Lady  Rocks  placed  second 
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Championship  by  only  two  points,  and 
went  to  place  third  at  Section 
than  any  Western  Big  Six  team. 

“This  season  was  one  of 
the  best  we’ve  ever  had.  We  h 
winning  season,”  states 
Coach  Grant  Bramer 
many  records  se 
was  a  year  thai 
remembered  on 
record  boards  for 
years  to  come. 
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Font  Row:  Hannah  Wright, 
Audrey  Gale,  Camryn  Price, 
Madison  DePover,  Jana  Fleming, 
Taylor  Madison,  Elaina  Quilty, 

I  Taylor  Spencer.  Sydney  Branson, 
Beth  Kuehnel,  Faith  Karr.  Second 
Row:  Gwendalyn  Waggoner, 
Layla  Rodriguez.  Arrian  Gunter, 
Faith  Mutum,  Amber  Formholtz, 
DeMya  Pugh,  Noor  Adel.  Malorie 
Cox,  Kari  Meyer,  Florence 
Uwimana,  Natalia  Rosales.  Third 
Row:  Chandler  Smith,  Cedreahna 
Kennedy.  Abigail  Mumma,  Eehan 
Akram,  Ashlee  Minor.  Aidan 
Thomason,  Emma  Osborn, 
Mikayla  DePover,  Aaliyah 
Gosney.  Sonia  Pamela,  Angele 
Burgess,  Virginia  Rodriguez. 
Back  Row:  Coach  Grant  Bramer. 
Abigale  Lindquist,  Tristan 
Lambert,  Madelynn  DePover, 
Anna  Rowell,  Haley  Burroughs, 
Miranda  Storm,  Shannon 
Kenney,  Maria  Quilty,  Victoria 
McLeod,  Allison  Nickel.  Jordan 
Gale. 


Above:  Senior  dive  captain, 
Taylor  Madison,  qualified 
for  State  with  a  score  of 
374.95. 

Right:  The  Sectional  Team 
poses  with  Coach  Grant 
Bramer  after  a  3rd  place 
Sectional  finish. 


The  Watchtower  Staff  would  like  to  extend  a  special  thanks  to  the  swim  parents  who 
sent  in  pictures  for  us  to  use! 
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Cece  Kennedy 

Cece  Kennedy  is  most 
well  known  around  Rocky 
for  being  a  State 
Qualifying  track  star. 
However,  for  her  senior 
year,  she  decided  to  give 
swimming  a  try  to  recover 
from  a  knee  injury.  After 
just  two  weeks  on  the 
team,  she  was  moved  up 
to  Varsity,  specializing  in 
sprint  freestyle  and  diving. 
“I  am  glad  and  thankful  I 
joined  swimming  because 
I  am  in  the  greatest  shape 
I  have  ever  been  in,  and  I 
made  new  friends.  This 
sport  has  been  such  a 
great  learning  experience 
for  me,”  Kennedy  stated. 


[Our]  Continues 


Over  Fall  Break,  the  Lady  Rocks'  Swim 
Team  took  a  trip  to  Coronado,  California  to 
train  for  a  week.  Senior,  Jana  Fleming 
recalls,  “The  trip  was  very  fun.  I  loved  being 
with  all  my  friends."  Along  with  all  the  extra 
activities  that  the  girls  were  able  to 
participate  in,  they  had  practices  every  day, 
sometimes,  even  twice  a  day.  Coach  BrdWr..- 
explained.  "The  California  trip  was  a  huger" 
success!  The  athletes  trained  in  an  Olympic 
sized  facility  to  train  long  course  meters, 
which  definitely  helped  them  when  they  .... 
came  back  to  short  course  pools."  The  girls 
also  loved  the  pool.  Sydney  Branson  stated, 
"The  pool  was  very  nice.  I  enjoyed  swimming 
long  course,  and  being  outside  every  day  for  A 
practice,  along  with  being  able  to  walk 
anywhere  on  the  Island.”  The  trip  was  a 
success.  Coach  Bramer  said,  “The  weather 
was  beautiful.  The  girls  learned  to  surf,  and 
the  ocean  was  amazing.  This  training  trip  is 
something  we  are  going  to  try  and  repeat  for 
future  teams  here  at  Rocky." 
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“My  favorite  partof  the  trip  vtfash 

with  my  team,  and  watching  Bramer  fall." 
-  Mac  son  D  pover 
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“My  favori 


ling  was  going  yachting,  because 
o  doesn’t  love  yachts?!" 

V  qavlor  Spencer 


mg  was  o/nen  we  went  to 
Mission  Beach,  tgpf  a  lot  of  seashells  anc 
sand  dollars.  Ta>  lor  Madison 


Taylor  Sodaro  had  one  goal 
for  2016  season.  She  said, 
“My  goal  for  this  season, 
and  since  day  one  was  to 
break  100.  These  past  two 
years,  I  have  tried  so  hard 
to  achieve  this.”  Her  hard 
work  and  dedication  paid 
off.  At  Regionals,  this 
season,  she  shot  an  89. 
The  closest  she  has  ever 
gotten  before  Regionals 
was  101  at  Sectionals  last 
year.  Taylor  was  so  thrilled 
when  she  shot  an  89.  She 
said,  “Achieving  my  goal 
gave  me  the  best  feeling 
ever.  I  was  in  tears.”  Taylor 
said  she  will  miss  playing 
golf  for  Rocky  because  she 
had  the  chance  to  meet 
new  and  amazing  girls 
every  year.  She  will  look 
back  and  remember  having 
fun  with  fantastic 
teammates. 


OUR  is  about 


Improvement 


Front  Row: 
Caroline 
Hunwardsen. 
Middle  Row: 
Taylor  Sodaro, 
Kristina 
Mathews.  Back 
Row:  Coach 
Tim  Thompson, 
Jasmine  White, 
Kylie  Wymer, 
Coach  Shari 
Thompson 
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Top  Left:  Jasmine  White  follows  through  on  her  shot.  Top  Right:  Caroline  Hunwardsen 
watches  as  the  ball  sails  away.  Bottom  Left:  Taylor  Sodaro  sets  up  her  chip.  Bottom 
Right:  Kylie  Wymer  gets  ready  to  sink  the  ball  in  the  hole,  while  Caroline  Hunwardsen 

cheers  her  on. 


Rocky’s  Girls’  Golf  Team  had  an  exciting 
season  this  year  because  of  their  ambition 
and  success.  Coach  Thompson  says  the 
team’s  goal  was,  “To  improve  their  scores 
*  and  make  it  to  the  Sectional  Tournament.” 
One  senior,  Taylor  Sodaro  accomplished 
this  goal,  qualifying  for  Sectionals,  and 
breaking  some  of  her  personal  records 
throughout  the  year.  The  girls  ended  their 
season  with  a  3-12  record,  and  tremendous 
improvement  by  everyone  on  the  team. 
Coach  Thompson  says  that,  “Since  the 
team  is  small,  the  girls  are  all  leaders,  and 
each  one  is  an  important  part  of  the  team.” 
Although  finding  girls  with  golf  experience 
can  be  a  challenge,  this  year,  the  team 
added  some  quality  students  to  the  roster. 
Kylie  Wymer,  Caroline  Hunwardsen,  and 
Kristina  Mathews  were  new  players  who 
made  a  huge  impact. 


Above  Left:  Jasmine  White  completes  a  successful  swing.  Right: 
Kristina  Mathews  follows  through.  Bottom  Left:  Kylie  Wymer  follows 
through  on  a  shot.  Top  Middle:  Jasmine  White  eyes  the  ball  in  a  meet 
at  Saukie.  Right:  Caroline  Hunwardsen  readies  herself  for  an  excellent 
putt.  Bottom  Left:  Kristina  Mathews  steadies  her  shot.  Bottom  Right: 

Taylor  Sodaro  finishes  off  her  shot  while  she  watches  the  ball. 
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Peyton  Jones,  a  freshman, 
has  big  goals  for  this 
season.  “My  personal  goal 
is  to  compete  at 
Sectionals,”  Jones  says. 
“My  favorite  events  are  the 
1 00  butterfly  and  50 
freestyle.  I  like  sprints,”  he 
explains.  He  is  hopeful  that 
he  can  compete  in  either 
one,  or  both,  of  these 
events  at  the  end  of  the 
season  meet.  Jones  works 
hard  to  overcome  any 
challenge  he  faces  to  help 
his  teammates  beat  their 
competitors.  His  team  and 
coaches  appreciate  his 
dedication  and  work  to 
improve  in  the  pool.  Jones 
has  many  years  of 
swimming  ahead  of  him, 
and  big  goals  to  achieve 
during  his  time  at  the  Rock. 
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Despite  their  smaller  numbers,  the  Boys' 
Swimming  and  Diving  Team  proved  that  they 
could  have  some  big  achievements.  “The  Rocks’ 
goal  for  the  season  is  to  achieve  100%  time  drops 
and  drastically  increase  their  skills  before  the  end 
of  the  season,  but  we  successfully  met,”  I 
explained  Head  Coach  Grant  Bramer.  Leading  the 
Rocks  to  many  victories,  Junior  Captain,  Max 
Steele  explains,  "My  favorite  memories  were 
coming  early  in  the  mornings,  and  getting  our 
work  done  in  the  pool  and  weight  room,  and  at  the 
same  time  laughing  and  having  fun.”  The  boys 
have  a  very  close  bond,  and  think  of  themselves 
as  brothers.  They  push  each  other  in  the  weight 
room  and  in  the  pool.  Heavy  hitter  and 
sophomore,  Grant  Osborn  explains,  "My  ultimate 
goal  for  the  season  is  to  be  top  two  in  the  Western 
Big  Six  Conference  for  butterfly.”  Osborn  placed 
3rd  at  the  Western  Big  Six  Conference  Meet.  The 
Rocks  successfully  placed  4th  at  WB6  and  6th  at 
Sectionals. 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  Blake  McCarty,  Ryan  Nickel,  Dominick  Diehn,  Armando 
Calderon,  Josh  Kruckenburg,  Pearson  Kerchner,  Jarren  Sanders,  Scott  Kemo, 
Cory  Clemons.  Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach  Bramer,  Jordan  Gale,  Chase 
Spurgetis,  Zach  Rettig,  Max  Steele,  George  McKinney,  Jeremy  Gosney,  Dasjon 
Teague,  Grant  Osborn,  Coach  Taylor.  Not  Pictured:  Jordan  Baraks,  Peyton 
Jones,  Coach  Moylan.  Managers:  Audrey  Gale,  Allison  Nickel,  Hannah  Wright. 


The  Watchtower  staff  would  like  to 
extend  a  special  thanks  to  the  swim 
parents  who  let  us  use  their  pictures! 
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Though  the  season  was  not  exactly  what  the  Lady  Rocks 
expected,  a  fire  was  sparked  in  the  mindset  of  everyone 
involved  for  the  following  seasons  to  come.  Not  only  did  the 
Lady  Rocks  improve  their  record,  ending  in  5-12-1,  they  also 
accomplished  many  new  goals  together  as  a  team.  Varsity 
player,  Tyshae’  Mulica,  stated  that  her  goal  for  last  season 
was,  “To  work  well  together  as  a  team.”  Tyshae’  Mulica  stated 
that  despite  facing  some  challenges,  the  team  was  able  to 
overcome  a  lot.  Head  Coach  Mertel,  added  that  his  goal  was, 
“To  improve  in  each  game  compared  to  last  year  against  that 
opponent.  We  accomplished  that  in  all  but  two  games."  Coach 
Mertel  pointed  out  that  these  goals  were  accomplished  with 
the  help  of  new  players,  like  Kayla  Garcia,  who  was  the  only 
freshman  in  the  Western  Big  6  to  earn  All-Conference  Honors. 
Coach  Mertel  stated  his  favorite  memory  for  last  season  was 
traveling  to  Quincy.  “A  year  ago,  we  lost  7-0  to  this  team.  This 
year  was  a  much  different  story.  We  battled  Quincy  the  entire 
game.  It  was  a  0-0  tie  until  the  very  last  minute.  That 
determination  in  Conference  matches  continued  throughout 
the  season,”  Mertel  stated.  There  was  much  pride  to  be  taken 
from  these  improvements,  and  the  Lady  Rocks’  season  gave 
them  hope  for  the  future  of  the  Rock  Island  Girls’  Soccer 
program. 


[Our]  Begins  on  the  Field 


Your 


Grace  Sigler  has 
participated  in  soccer 
almost  her  whole  life.  “It 
was  just  something  I  went 
to  when  I  was  stressed  or 
needed  a  smile,”  she  said. 
“I’ve  always  had  a  great 
passion  for  the  sport.” 
Sigler  has  played  on  the 
Varsity  Team  since  she 
became  a  freshman  in 
high  school.  “When  I  first 
started  playing  on  the 
Varsity  Team,  I  did  not 
know  how  well  I  was 
going  to  play  because  I 
thought  my  nerves  might 
get  in  the  way,”  she 
stated.  This  year  will  be 
Grace’s  third  year  as 
captain  of  the  Varsity 
Team.  “I  will  definitely 
miss  playing  under  the 
Rocky  stadium  lights, 
surrounded  by  my  favorite 
team,  loving  family,  and 
crazy  fans,” 

Sigler  explains. 
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Jayla  Hathorn,  a  very  strong 
and  fast  freshman  runner,  has 
created  a  bright  future  for 
herself  on  the  Rock  Island  Girls’ 
Cross  Country  Team.  Jayla 
battled  all  year  with  another 
phenomenal  runner  on  the 
team.  “One  of  my  teammates 
that  I  look  up  to  is  Dulce  Perez 
because  I  push  myself  to  my 
limits  to  try  and  stay  with  her  on 
every  race,”  Hathorn  stated. 
Hathorn  had  made  quite  the 
impact  on  the  team  this  year, 
breaking  the  freshman  three- 
mile  school  record.  She  knows 
what  it  takes  to  work  hard, 
explaining,  “Our  team  faces 
challenges  in  races,  as  in  teams 
to  beat,  to  make  it  to  Sectionals. 

But  we  did  it.  We  push 
ourselves  to  our  hardest.  We 
overcame  the  challenges  by 
reminding  ourselves  that  pain  is 
all  in  your  head.”  Hathorn  plans 
to  continue  to  run  all  four  years, 
and  to  make  it  to  State  next 
year.  She  also  has  her  mind  set 
on  breaking  her  own  record. 
Hathorn  is  ready  to  beat  all  the 
future  competition,  along  with 
her  own  records. 
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The  Cross  Country  season  for  the  Lady  Rocks  was  definitely  one  to  remember.  Setting 
many  goals  to  accomplish,  the  girls  worked  hard  all  season  to  turn  these  goals  into  reality. 
Dulce  Perez,  a  returning  top  runner  and  sophomore  for  the  Rocks,  was  aware  of  the 
capabilities  the  team  held,  stating,  “We  have  a  great  team  coming  up."  The  team  started  off 
the  season  well.  They  worked  hard  to  continue  and  build  onto  their  success  from  the  previon 
year.  Winning  their  first  meet  with  four  girls  in  the  top  ten  built  a  great  start.  Continuing  to 
practice  hard  led  them  to  more  successes.  Perez  came  in  second  at  the  PV  Invitational, 
followed  with  the  success  of  Jayla  Hathorn,  in  1 1th.  The  team  raced  well  at  other  locations  in 
preparation  for  their  invitational,  taking  home  the  gold  at  the  Saukie  course.  The  top  ten  girls 
stepped  up,  and  came  in  strong  to  help  make  the  win  possible.  This  course  was  also  where 
the  Conference  Meet  was  held  this  year,  and  the  Rocks  had  great  expectations  for  the  meet 
“I  know  we  can  win  again,  and  I  feel  positive  about  the  field,”  stated  Perez.  The  Rock  Island 
Girls  repeated  the  win  of  the  Western  Big  6  Conference  Champions  Title  once  again,  a  back' 
to-back  win  that  hasn't  happened  in  22  years.  The  week  before  Conference  is  always  a  fun 
time  for  the  team,  from  making  memories  to  racing  in  Orlando,  FL  on  the  ESPN  Disney  Wort 
Cross  Country  course.  Due  to  Hurricane  Matthew,  the  trip  did  not  happen  this  year,  although 
holding  the  WB6  Champs  Title  once  again  ^ 

made  up  for  it.  Coach  Tony  VanDeWalle 
knew  the  win  was  possible,  stating,  “The 
Rocks  placed  fifth  at  Regionals  in 
Bloomington,  advancing  them  to  Sectionals 
with  a  1 0th  place  finish  for  the  end  of  the 
season.”  Having  such  a  close-knit  top 
seven  and  team  overall,  made  it  a  fast  and 
bittersweet  season  to  say  goodbye  to. 

The  girls  are  already  looking  forward  to 
next  year  and  carrying  on  their  winning 
ways. 


JAY  LA  HATHORN 


AMBER  HASKILL 
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Why  do  YUIJ  run? 


“I  run  Cross  Country  because 
the  team  is  like  my  family,  and 
I  love  to  run.” 

-  Kayla  Canning 


“It  is  something  that  challenges 
me.  Running  is  definitely  not  my 
favorite  thing,  and  most  of  the 
time,  it’s  really  hard,  but  when  you 
keep  working  on  it,  you  keep 
improving.” 

-  Elena  Vallejo 


“In  the  beginning,  it’s  more  like  you  do  it 
because  it  keeps  you  in  shape,  or 
receiving  free  food,  or  someone  forced 
you,  but  when  you  get  into  it,  the  pride 
and  joy  of  accomplishing  something 
challenging  feels  great  in  the  end.” 

-  Aaliyah  Smith 


“I  run  Cross  Country 
because  of  the  rush.” 
-  Jade  Ford 


Front  Row  Jayla  Hathom,  Vanessa  Holland,  Taeyler  Gygi,  Jade  Ford,  Aaliyah  Smith. 
Kayla  Canning.  Dulce  Perez  Middle  Row:  Coach  Tony  VanDeWalle.  Franchesca  Owens. 
Elena  Vallejo,  Jaida  Woody.  Kylee  Homan,  Asst.  Coach  Celeste  Arteaga.  Manager 
Arviana  Miles.  Back  Row:  Breanna  Homan,  Clair  Eastman.  Charlie  Salzmann.  Amber 
Haskill.  Amy  Haskill,  Alexia  Robinson.  Lilly  Johnson. 


Lynzee  Quade,  a  junior  at  Rock 
Island  High  School,  has  been  a 
big  part  of  the  Girls’  Bowling 
Team.  While  being  a  part  of  the 
team,  she  says,  “I’ve  been 
around  it  since  I  was  2,  but  I’ve 
been  on  the  team  since 
freshman  year.”  The  team  faces 
challenges  and  obstacles,  but 
they  overcome  them.  Lynzee 
says,  “We  have  our  ups  and 
downs,  but  soon  we  will  be  up 
all  the  time.”  One  of  the  goals 
for  the  team  is  to  make  it  to 
Sectionals.  Overall,  Lynzee  has 
scored  high  digits  while  bowling. 

Recently,  she  has  earned 
scores  of  224,  236,  and  258.  In 
total,  she  has  scored  718  points. 
When  it  comes  to  the  future  of 
the  Girls’  Bowling  Team,  she 
wants  to  continue  in  the  years  to 
come.  Lynzee’s  advice  to 
newcomers  is,  “You  have  a  lot 
of  time  to  get  better.  It  just 
doesn’t  come  natural.  Practice 
makes  perfect.” 


Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Alyssa  Long,  Payton  Fuller,  Victoria  Almanza, 
Clarissa  Lopez,  Elyse  O’Brien. 

Middle  Row  (L  to  R):  Caresse  Murphy,  Caroline  Hunwardsen,  Bailey 

Tripilas,  Heather  Motley. 

Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach  Jim  Braet,  DeMya  Pugh,  Lynzee  Quade, 
Hailey  Kress,  Alexus  Loeffler,  Angel  Lessard,  Coach  Rod  Tapscott. 


Rocky's  2016-2017  Bowling  Season 


This  year,  the  Girls’  Bowling  Team  worked  to  continue  their  success  for  Rock  Island  Athletics.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Coach  Jim  Braet,  they  continue  to  work  hard  to  compete  in  the  Western  Big  Six  and  beyond. 
Junior,  Caroline  Hunwardsen  explains  that,  “The  goal  for  our  team  is  to  try  and  get  past  Sectionals  this  year,  and 
make  it  to  State.”  Despite  losing  some  seniors  from  last  season,  the  team  is  confident  that  their  hard  work  will 

pay  off. 

Not  only  has  the  team  worked  hard  to  better  their  skill,  they  have  also  bonded  during  their  season.  Caroline 
says,  “Being  on  the  Girls'  Bowling  Team  is  so  much  fun!  I  made  a  lot  of  new  friends.”  While  the  girls  are  serious 
about  the  sport,  they  still  find  a  way  to  have  fun  and  work  together,  as  a  team.  Caroline  says,  “My  team  is  very 

serious  about  their  sport,  and  we  work  as  a  team  to  do  our  best.” 
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The  Rock  Island  Rocks  had  a 
successful  2016  season.  The  team 
met  most  of  their  goals  they  had  set 
for  themselves.  JaVontae  Rush  and 
Ramon  Taylor  were  some  of  the  stars 
for  the  team  this  year.  Taylor  is  a 
sprinter  and  a  jumper,  and  Rush  is  a 
thrower.  Taylor  even  had  a  chance  at 
State  this  year.  Taylor  explained,  “I 
did  my  best  jump  of  the  year  at 
twenty  feet,  and  hopefully,  I  can  do 
better.”  He  hopes  to  improve  on  this 
and  continue  his  success  into  his 
senior  season.  During  the  2016 
season,  Rocky  continued  to  push  the 
competition  in  the  Western  Big  Six  by 
finishing  third.  Coach  Lillis  looks  to 
continue  the  Rocks’  success  next 
season,  and  makes  sure  his  athletes 
work  to  their  full  potential. 


Ramon  Taylor  is  a 
member  of  the  Boys’ 
Track  Team,  and  he 
had  a  very  big  role  in 
the  season.  “I  had  a 
lot  of  fun  last  season, 
and  I  hope  that  it 
continues,”  he  stated. 

Ramon  loves  track 
and  wants  to  improve 
on  his  events  from 
last  season.  “My 
favorite  memory  from 
the  season  was  when 
I  broke  my  long  jump 
record  of  20  feet,”  he 
explained.  He  hopes 
with  the  work  he  puts 
in  that  he  will  do  even 
better,  and  qualify  for 


Chris  Cooper  competes  in 
a  race  for  Rocky. 


Doug  Wilson  starts  in  the  blocks  for  Rocky. 


State. 


Rock  Island  Football 

The  2016  Varsity  Football  Team  knew  that  this 
year  would  be  a  special  year  with  a  special  group  of 
players,  led  by  two  senior  captains,  Alek  Jacobs  and 
Matthew  Beckhart.  The  Rocks  finished  the  Western  Big 
6  with  a  record  of  4-1 .  The  football  team  earned  a  spot 
in  the  post  season,  after  finishing  the  regular  season 
with  a  record  of  7-2,  and  finished  the  overall  season 
with  a  record  of  9-3.  The  Rocks  finished  the  season  in 
the  Quarterfinals  to  a  very  good  Sacred  Heart-Griffin 
team.  Senior  offensive  lineman  Matt  Beckart  said,  “My 
favorite  memory  was  beating  Galesburg  in  my  final 
home  Conference  game  in  my  life.”  Quarterback  Alek 
Jacobs  stated,  “Our  goal  for  this  season  was  to  make 
the  playoffs  and  win  the  State  Championship.  Also,  our 
goals  were  to  come  closer  as  a  team  and  to  become 
stronger  as  a  group.”  Head  Coach  Bryan  Stortz  stated, 
“The  outcome  of  the  season  was  really  good.  I  thought 
that  the  team  really  came  together  and  formed  a  strong 
camaraderie,  competed  at  a  high  level,  and  put  an 
exciting  team  on  the  field.” 


Jacob  Ellis  has  been 
playing  Varsity 
Football  for  four 
years.  He  is  a  starting 
All-Conference 
receiver  for  the 
Rocks.  Jake  said, 
“Knowing  you  can  go 
out  and  play  on  a 
Friday  night  for  four 
years  is  something 
special.”  This  season 
was  more  special 
than  any  other  year  at 
Rocky.  “I  will  always 
remember  this  team 
because  of  how  close 
we  are.  They  are  like 
my  second  family,” 
Ellis  explained. 


Y[OUR] 


Nate  Shesky,  a  senior,  returns 
with  a  bang  after  not  wrestling 
since  his  freshman  year  due  to 
injury,  with  a  36-5  record.  Nate 
worked  hard  in  the  wrestling 
room,  and  even  outside  practice 
on  his  own  to  fill  in  the  Varsity 
spot  at  1 20  pounds.  Nate  was  a 
dominant  wrestler  in  the  lower 
weight  powerhouse  part  of  the 
lineup.  He  has  been  wrestling 
since  he  was  about  5  years  old, 
so  the  grind  was  nothing  new.  “I 
love  the  feeling  of  being  out 
there  for  yourself,  with  your 
team  and  coaches  going  crazy 
on  the  bench.  I  am  out  there  to 
win,  so  I  will  do  what  it  takes,” 
he  states.  Nate  was  fortunate  to 
have  a  great  group  of  seniors  to 
graduate  with  him,  the  largest 
group  since  the  1 990’s,  with  a 
total  of  9.  “We’re  brothers  out 
here,  going  to  war,  side  by 
side,”  explains  Nate.  “There  is 
nothing  more  I  would  want  to  do 
than  to  go  compete  with  a  group 
that  is  like  family.  We  became 
so  close  because  of  the  small 
team,  but  that  just  made  us 
better.” 


Front  Row:  Managers- 
Jocee  Bloyer,  Kieli 
Seams,  Racquel  Parks, 
Meleia  Rogers. 
Middle  Row:  Chase 
Spicer,  Mike  Long,  Jacob 
Griffin,  Nick  Griffin, 
Shawn  Dennis.  Alex 
Gant,  Jorge  Duarte. 
Back  Row:  Coach  Joel 
Stockwell,  Coach  Jake 
Boyd,  Jacob  Israel,  Kobe 
McCorkle,  Isaiah  Ruiz, 
Trevor  MeGuffy,  Dekari 
Nephew,  Nate  Shesky, 
Coach  Sepehr  Kahlor. 


Front  Row:  Kieli  Seams 
Manager.  Jocee  Bloyer 
Manager.  Joseph  Dilulio, 
Jacob  Hamburg,  Terry 
Clark,  Trevor  Dennis, 
Racquel  Parks  Manager. 
Middle  Row:  Coach  Joel 
Stockwell,  Jaiden 
VanCoillie,  Mtnani  Allin, 
Donovan  Rogers, 
Brandon  Lawver,  Kendall 
DeLaRosa,  Victor 
Guzman,  Michael  Myers. 
Back  Row:  Coach  Jake 
Boyd.  Dennis  Bellah. 
Zaire  Yusuf,  Daniel 
Rosenthal,  Thang  Kim. 
Donte  Crawford,  Ye 
Naing,  Coach  Sepehr 
Kalhor. 
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“My  favorite  type  of 
wrestling  is  free  style 
wrestling.” 

-  Jaiden  VanCoillie 
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The  most  challenging  thing  I 
face  as  a  wrestler  is  cutting 
weight.  It's  a  struggle,  but  it's 
worth  it  in  the  end,  after  you 
win  your  match." 

-  Kobe  McCorkle 


he  most  challenging 
thing  I  face  is  wrestling 
Varsity  heavyweight  as 
a  freshman.” 

-  Donovan  Rogers 


r 


Brandon  Lawver 
dominates  his 
opponent  on  top. 


Minani  Allin  gets  his 
hand  raised  after  a 
victorious  match. 


Alex  Gant  shakes  his 
opponent’s  hand 
before  they  start. 


Begins  on  the  Ma 


Wrestling  takes  hard  work,  dedication,  and  patience.  Along  the  way,  many  memories  are  made.  Freshman  wrestler,  Victor  Guz 
that  was  his  favorite  part  of  wrestling,  stating,  “Besides  getting  your  hand  raised  after  you  win.”  All  the  wrestlers  got  thi# chance  t 
they  finished  their  season  15-5,  placing  in  the  top  8  at  the  Palatine  Invite,  in  the  top  6  at  Sycamore,  4th  at  Gene| 

Andrews,  place  in  the  top  8  at  State 

This  year,  the  Rocks  were  lucky  to  have  an  experienced  lineup,  filled  with  nine  seniors.  The  seniors  started  ti 
school  careers  strong  Coach  Stockwell  explained  that  the  team’s  goals  were  to  "Improve  every  match,  perse* 
and  advance  as  many  individuals  to  State  as  possible."  The  team  was  led  by  Kobe  McCorkle.  Jacob  Israel.  Dika 
“came  to  every  practice  and  gave  it  their  all  each  and  every  day,”  according  to  Coach  Stockwell.  The  ex^WlPi 
duals.  Senior.  220  pounder.  Alex  Andrews  had  an  astounding  season,  placing  8th  at  the  3A  State  Tournan^ent.^|fx 
wrestling  room  throughout  the  season.  Alex  came  in  as  a  freshman,  not  as  experienced,  and  finished  his  final  yeaTsfronj 
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Carrying  over  the  momentum  from  last  year’s  big  wins, 
this  year’s  Girls’  Track  and  Field  Team  is  poised  to  jump  on 
another  victorious  season.  In  her  third  year  at  the  helm, 
Head  Coach  Tammy  Vesey,  is  confident  that  her  team  will 
continue  their  run  for  success. 

The  highlights  of  last  season  include  winning  another 
Conference  Championship,  as  well  as  qualifying  three 
events  for  State  Prelims.  The  events  include  long  jump,  with 
the  qualifier  breaking  a  school  record,  pole  vaulting,  and  the 
4x100  Relay.  The  4x100  Relay  then  continued  on  to  finals, 
placing  fifth  in  the  State.  Head  Coach  Vesey  marks  this 
event  as  her  favorite  memory,  stating,  “Our  4x100  relay  was 
marked  27th  going  into  State,  and  they  ran  a  personal  best, 
which  qualified  them  for  finals.”  Vesey  continued,  stating, 
“My  goal  for  the  team  is  to  get  them  to  be  better  than  they 
were  the  previous  year.  I  want  my  team  to  focus  on  the  big 
picture,  which  is  not  only  to  get  to  State  preliminaries,  but  to 
make  it  to  finals,  as  well,  and  compete  with  the  best  in  the 

state.” 

State  medalist,  Camryn  Comodore,  explains  her 
favorite  memory,  stating,  “The  relay  team  went  to  State  last 
year,  and  we  ran  really  well  in  prelims.  We  were  just  smiling, 
and  were  all  so  happy,  thinking  about  how  much  we  have 
grown.”  Pole  vaulter,  Alex  Axup  reflects  on  her  favorite 
memory,  stating,  “When  I  cleared  10’  for  the  first  time  and 
got  1st  place.”  Both  seniors  are  prepared  for  another 
successful  season  for  Girls’  Track  and  Field. 

As  for  Head  Coach  Vesey,  she  explains  what  it  is  like 
to  be  the  coach,  stating,  “As  a  Rocky  track  alumni,  I  feel  like 
it’s  an  honor  to  be  back  here  coaching.  Coaching  can  be 
difficult  at  times,  especially  dealing  with  over  50  athletes  and 
parents,  but  I  love  track,  and  everything  about  it.  For  me, 
it’s  perfect,  and  I  get  to  do  something  that  I  love.” 

The  Rocks  look  to  continue  their  hard  work  and 
success  in  the  spring  season,  with  their  returning  star 
athletes  and  their  excited  newcomers. 
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Senior,  Jasmine  Thomas,  reflects  on  her  four  year  track  career  at  Rock  Island  High  School, 
stating,  “The  chance  to  experience  State  and  cheer  on  my  teammates  was  truly  special.” 
Jasmine’s  track  experience  has  had  a  great  effect  on  her,  and  she  is  heartbroken  knowing  that 
she  will  be  moving  on  soon,  explaining,  “It’s  unfortunate  that  it  is  my  last  year  to  compete  with  my 
teammates.”  However,  Thomas  is  looking  forward  to  another  successful  season  for  Rocky’s  Girls’ 
Track  and  Field  in  2017. 
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I’d  like  to  believe  that  I’ve  made  a 


positive  impact  on  my  team  by  leading 
by  example  and  by  teaching  the  girls  , 
to  treat  each  other  with  respect.” 

-  Senior,  Jana  Fleming 

/  mi 


As  a  captain,  I  feel  like  I  can  impact 
the  team  by  being  able  to  show  the 
younger  kids  at  my  position  how  to 
do  things  right,  and  how  that  will 
impact  future  teams  in  a  great  way.” 

-  Senior,  Ethan  Walker 


“I  think  I  have  positively  made  an 
impact  by  being  kind  of  like  an 
older  sister  to  the  younger  girls. 
We  had  a  younger  team,  so  I  think 
they  looked  to  us  older  girls  for 
guidance  and  feedback.” 

-  Senior,  Lyndsay  Martel 


“I’ve  impacted  my  team  by  being  a 
leader,  and  helping  my  teammates 
improve,  along  with  being  a  person 
they  can  look  up  to. 

-  Senior,  Grace  Sigler 

Hi 


“I  feel  I  have  positively  impacted  the 
team  by  keeping  our  morale  high  when 
we  might  not  be  doing  so  well,  and 
keeping  everyone  motivated  to  do  their 
best  when  we  are  doing  a  tough 
workout!”  -  Senior,  Pearson  Kerchner 
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“This  position  is  to  pick  up  the 
girls  when  they  are  down,  and 
lead  them  as  we  overcome  any 
obstacles.” 

-  Senior,  Bailey  Allison 


“I  feel  that  I  have  been  a  leader, 
and  positively  impacted  my  team 
by  leading  in  practice,  and  being  a 
role  model  to  follow  and  learn 
from.” 

-  Junior,  Jalil  Gay 


“As  an  upperclassman,  I  feel  that  I  am  ,Y 
able  to  inspire  everyone  to  do 
workouts  and  drills  correctly,  so  that 
we  can  reach  our  potential  and 
succeed  in  our  goals  individually,  and 
as  a  team 

-  Senior,  Alex  Axup 

■9m 


“We  are  a  really  small  team,  so  we  are 
all  pretty  close.  We  are  all  always  sure 
to  be  there  for  each  other  if  somebody 
did  not  do  their  best  that  day,  and  I’m 
there  to  joke  around  with  the  girls  to 
keep  our  spirits  lifted!” 

-  Sophomore,  Kristina  Mathews 


— 

“For  myself,  being  put  into  this 
honorable  position  for  being  golf 
captain,  I  believe  that  making  the 
team  better  was  a  big  part  of  what 
I  had  to  focus  on  every  day.” 

-  Senior,  Connor  Dusch 
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(T  inspiration. 

Whether  it  be  to 

make  music,  help  the  community,  or  just  learn 
about  the  world,  you  find  time  and  energy  to 
L  come  outside  of  school  hours  to  do  it.  Your 
I  goal  is  to  have  fun,  make  new  friends,  and 
open  your  eyes  to  the  true  experience  of 
high  school.  Though  sleep  isn’t  in  your 
I  dictionary,  you  keep  working  to  complete 
IP  the  task,  learn  the  music,  or  memorize 
the  lines.  You  are  challenged  to  come 
.  outside  of  your  comfort  zone  and  do 
things  you  have  never  imagined 
yourself  doing.  But,  you  soon 
kHI5 P  realize  that  despite  the  immense 

amount  of  time  and  energy  you 
I  devote  to  your  activity,  it  all 
pays  off  when  you  find 
your  passion. 


Y[OUR] 


Caity  Treanor  is  a  senior  and  a 
returning  member  of  German 
Club.  This  is  her  third  year 
going  on  the  Chicago  Trip,  and 
she  recalls,  “I  liked  this  trip 
because  we  got  to  visit  the  Field 
Museum.”  At  the  museum,  Caity 
said,  “My  favorite  exhibit  was 
probably  the  insect  one.”  After 
the  visit  to  the  Field  Museum, 
German  club  members  visited 
the  German  Christmas  market, 
where,  Caity  stated,  “My  favorite 
part  of  the  Christmas  Market 
was  seeing  all  the  different 
German  products.”  She  even 
got  an  opportunity  to  try  genuine 
German  cuisine.  Caity  noted,  “I 
had  a  German  bratwurst.”  Once 
the  Club  members  had  spent 
time  at  the  market,  they  were 
allowed  to  roam  a  few  blocks 
past  it.  Caity  recalls  her  favorite 
part  of  the  excursion  “Was 
going  to  see  the  Bean.”  All  in  all, 
for  Caity,  the  field  trip  was 
definitely  a  memorable  one. 


Since  before  2008,  German  Club  has  had  a  presence  in  the  school.  The 
club  advisor,  Mr.  Eli  describes  it  as,  “A  club  for  students  who  are 
interested  in  expanding  their  knowledge  of  the  German  language  and 
culture.”  Cameron  Wilhelm,  the  Co-Vice  President,  explained  he  joined 
the  club,  “To  enjoy  the  language  and  be  in  the  company  of  people  who 
feel  the  same  way.”  In  addition  to  learning  about  the  German  dialect,  the 
club  takes  trips  to  immerse  themselves  in  the  culture.  Mr.  Eli  recalls,  “The 
most  popular  field  trip  German  Club  takes  is  an  annual  day  trip  to 
Chicago,  when  we  visit  a  museum  in  the  morning  and  the  German-style 
Christmas  market  in  the  afternoon.”  But,  that's  not  all  the  club  does.  Mr. 
Eli  explained  that  members  of  the  club,  “Have  hung  out  a  lot  with  French 
Club  at  our  picnics,  and  we  have  also  done  international  days  with  both 
French  and  Spanish  Clubs.”  Joseph  DeLong,  one  of  the  Co-Presidents, 
recalled  his  favorite  event  was  at  the  “Schweibert  Park  picnic,  because 
after  we  ate,  we  hung  out  and  talked.”  He  even  added  that  he  loves  the 
activities  the  club  takes  part  in  because,  “It  helps  me  to  get  to  know  othei 
people.”  Whether  or  not  you  speak  German,  it's  hard  not  to  agree,  Rock) 
definitely  would  not  be  the  same  without  German  Club. 
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Scholarship 

LEADERSHIP 

Service 

CHARACTER 


[Our]  Jhy  is 
Hard  Work 
and  Dedication 


Scholarship,  leadership,  service,  and 
character  are  the  four  pillars  that  the 
students  involved  in  National  Honor  Society 
live  by.  The  organization  is  advised  by  Mrs. 
Connie  Hayek,  and  “works  to  create  well- 
rounded  people,”  Joshua  Teggatz,  President 
of  National  Honor  Society  said. 
Students  are  invited  to  join  at  the  end  of 
sophomore  year,  if  they  have  a  3.5  G.P.A. 

The  requirements  for  the  group  include 
maintaining  a  3.5  G.P.A.  and  completing  10 
community  service  hours.  “I  have  met 
people  that  have  shown  me  the  embodiment 
of  hard  work  and  dedication  to  those  around 
them,  especially  with  volunteering.  I  love 
seeing  people  who  only  wish  to  give  back  to 
the  community,”  Joshua  Teggatz  said. 
National  Honor  Society  gets  more  students 
out,  lending  a  helping  hand  around  the 
community.  Students  engage  themselves  in 
a  variety  of  community  activities.  “Our 
members  are  involved  in  shelters,  churches, 
and  nonprofits,”  Lauren  Bell,  one  of  the  two 
Co-Vice  Presidents  stated. 

The  group  is  also  run  by  Ellie  Hoeper,  Co- 
Vice  President,  and  Emilie  Heggen, 
Secretary,  to  help  keep  organization  and 
connection  with  members. 

National  Honor  Society  gets  their 
members  to  push  themselves  and  provides 
them  with  a  network  of  students.  “It  makes 
you  feel  like  a  part  of  something  bigger  than 
yourself,”  Lauren  Bell  said. 


Alexis  Butler  is  a  senior  who  has 
been  in  National  Honor  Society 
since  the  end  of  sophomore 
year,  when  she  was  invited  to 
join.  “The  organization  develops 
character  and  creates  leaders. 

National  Honor  Society  has 
given  me  more  opportunities  to 
meet  and  help  people  in  the 
world,”  Alexis  stated.  National 
Honor  Society  is  a  stepping 
stone  into  obtaining  connections 
and  skills  that  will  follow  students 
even  after  they  leave.  “The 
organization  recognizes  students 
who  do  well  academically  and 
encourages  them  to  maintain 
their  grades,”  she  said.  When 
fulfilling  the  volunteer 
requirements,  she  gets  the 
chance  to  help  people.  “I 
volunteer  at  a  nursing  home 
because  I  enjoy  helping  people,” 
she  explains.  The  community 
service  requirement  encourages 
students  to  reach  outside  of  the 
school,  and  become  involved 
with  their  community. 
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Camille  Brune  is  a 
senior  and  head  of  The 
Quarry.  “I  was  next  in 
line  for  the  job  after 
Adam  Cady  and  my 
sister,  Kate,  graduated,” 
Camille  explains.  “The 
members  participate  in 
brain  storming  activities 
to  produce  the 
magazine  in  the  Spring. 
I’m  always  encouraging 
people  to  join  because 
writing  can  be  fun  and 
not  just  a  dreadful  task.” 

Camille  joined  in  the 
first  place  to  improve  on 
her  own  creative  writing 
skills.  “It’s  an  honor  to 
lead  this  club,  but  it  can 
be  very  stressful  at 
times  when  recruiting 
new  members.” 


[Our]  js  Written  in 

Tfje  Quarry 

Rock  Island's  Literary  Magazine 

One  of  the  more  recent  clubs  added  to  Rocky,  The 
Quarry,  is  a  literary  magazine  designed  to  share  creative 
writing  from  the  students.  The  magazine  is  published  every 
year,  and  is  full  of  short  stories,  poems,  and  articles  for  the 
school  to  read.  “The  purpose  of  the  magazine  is  to  display 
students’  work  to  show  how  creative  they  are.  They 
deserve  to  have  some  recognition,”  said  Mrs.  Hayek.  “I’m 
just  here  to  observe.  The  kids  just  help  and  lead  each 
other.”  Camille  Brune  and  Caroline  Cady  are  The  Quarry 
co-presidents  who  organize  the  meetings  and  decide  what 
is  published  in  the  magazine. 


Top  Left:  Mrs.  Hayek  supervises  the 
club  meeting. 

Bottom  Left:  Camille  Brune,  Emily 
Jansen,  Caroline  Cady,  Lauren  Bell, 
and  Sydney  Branson  rep  the  Quarry 
t-shirts. 

Top  Right:  Camille  Brune  leads  the 
group  in  writing  a  creative  story. 


[Our]  is  about 


The  2016 
Winterguard  at 
the  end  of  their 
performance  of 
“Heads  Will 
Roll.” 


This  past  winter,  the  Rock  Island  High  School  Winterguard  has 
introduced  a  rifle  line  into  their  yearly  Winterguard  performance,  along  with 
new  warm-ups,  a  dance  piece,  and  a  new  performance  piece.  Meadow  Lucas, 
the  current  senior  captain  and  three  year  veteran,  says,  “Winterguard  is 
Colorguard  without  the  Marching  Band.  It’s  during  the  winter,  and  goes  into 
the  spring,  and  it  keeps  our  guard  skills  sharp.”  The  Winterguard  program  is 
how  the  current  Colorguard  gains  new  members  through  a  program  called 
“Beginner  Guard”.  It  also  gets  the  Colorguard  into  the  public  eye  without  the 
Marching  Band,  so  the  Colorguard  can  display  their  abilities  without  a  band 
behind  them.  Two  year  veteran  and  junior,  Kora  Williams  said,  “My  favorite 
part  of  Winterguard  is  that  we  still  get  to  come  together  out  of  season  and 
learn  new  things.” 

A  typical  Winterguard  show  consists  of  a  short  piece  from  the  beginners, 
followed  by  the  basics  of  Colorguard,  a  warm-up  for  flag,  rifle,  and  dance,  a 
dance  piece,  and  the  main  event;  a  performance  including  flags  and  rifles,  with 
a  little  dance  work.  Both  Meadow  and  Kora  shared  a  favorite  performance 
piece  of  “Heads  Will  Roll,”  the  final  piece  in  the  show,  incorporating  flag,  rifle, 
and  dance  work.  “I  really  enjoyed  “Heads  Will  Roll,”  because  we  got  to  be 
scary  and  angry  and  wicked,”  added  Meadow.  Although  Winterguard  is  a  lot  of 
work,  mixed  with  much  more  fun,  Kora  says,  “My  least  favorite  part  is  we  have 
to  be  inside.”  Meadow  adds,  “Despite  it  being  winter,  it  gets  pretty  toasty 
because  we’re  inside.” 


Left:  The 
Guard 

discusses  their 
performance. 
Right  Top:  The 
Guard  drops  to 
the  ground  for 
the  end  pose. 
Right  Bottom: 
The  Guard  hits 
the  peak  of 
their 

performance  to 
overtake  India. 
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Madison  Graham  is  a 
senior  who  participated 
in  the  beginner  guard 
this  past  winter.  “I  chose 
to  do  it  because  at  my 
old  school,  I  was  in  their 
Color  Guard,  and  I  love 
guard,”  Madison 
explains.  “Beginner 
guard  is  just  work  and 
basics,  while  the 
marching  season,  you 
are  not  only  having  to 
remember  what  the 
work  is,  where  to  march, 
how  to  march,  and  how 
to  do  it  right.  Both 
coaches  push 
everyone’s  limits  on 
what  they  think  they  can 
do,  and  show  them  they 
can  do  more  than  they 
ever  thought  possible.” 


Gabbi  Ludwig,  a  junior  at 
Rocky,  has  been  taking 
Symphonic  Choir  for  two 
years.  However,  Gabbi  has 
been  studying  music  through 
choir  since  7th  grade.  She 
shares  how  this  Symphonic 
experience  has  helped  her 
grow  as  a  musician,  stating, 
“I  was  never  that  good  at 
choir,  but  Symphonic  has 
given  me  a  chance  to  grow 
and  get  better.  I  love  the 
challenge  of  learning  new 
music  and  being  with  tons  of 
cool  people,  who  care  about 
choir  just  as  much  as  I  do.” 
Ludwig  mentions  that  since 
joining  Symphonic,  she  has 
experienced  a  major 
confidence  boost.  Just  being 
in  this  choir  makes  her  feel 
proud  of  her  talents.  Gabbi 
is  just  truly  honored  to  be  in 
such  a  powerful  choir,  in 
which  she  can  confidently 
explore  her  musical  talents. 


A  symphony  of  sound  follows  this 
powerhouse  of  a  choir,  possibly  into  their  future 
plans.  Their  field  trip  to  Bradley  University  is  one 
of  the  many  highlights  that  this  choir  experiences 
every  year.  This  opportunity  gives  both 
Symphonic  Choir  and  Chamber  Choir  a  peek  into 
what  their  future  may  hold,  if  they  choose  to 
pursue  singing  in  the  future.  Choral  director  for 
ten  years  at  RIHS,  Scott  Voigt,  says  that,  "There 
are  many  universities  in  our  area  with  excellent 
choral  music  departments.  We  take  our  students 
to  Bradley  in  the  fall  to  attend  their  ILMEA 
audition  workshop.  This  is  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  the  students  to  discover  the  inner 
workings  of  a  college  campus,  and  work  with  the 
exceptional  Bradley  choral  staff.”  Symphonic 
Choir  is  a  chorus  of  experienced  students,  who 
really  enjoy  the  more  challenging  and  deeper 
level  of  musicianship.  Sera  Calhoun,  a  first  year 
Symphonic  Choir  student,  states,  “Ever  since 
performing  in  Hello  Dolly  this  spring,  my  passion 
for  singing  has  grown.  I  feel  confident  in 
Symphonic  Choir,  and  I  can’t  wait  to  explore 
music  more."  With  maturity  and  confident 
leadership,  this  choir  is  an  unstoppable  force  that 
is  prepared  for  any  obstacle  or  clef  thrown  their 
way. 
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Starts  with  a  Tone 


A  single  note  sets  the  tone  for  the  whole 
song,  and  Concert  Choir’s  song  has  just  begun. 
Director  Scott  Voigt  sees  great  potential  and 
diversity  with  this  year’s  group  of  voices.  Voigt 
says,  “Some  of  these  students  are  transfers  from 
other  districts,  while  others  are  students  who  are 
choosing  to  explore  their  musical  gifts  for  the  first 
time.  I  am  excited  to  build  with  these  students, 
and  help  them  grow  as  choral  singers."  Though 
Concert  Choir  may  seem  inexperienced  to  the 
untrained  eye.  this  group  brings  a  new 
perspective  to  how  one  views  music.  Makayla 
Parkins,  a  Concert  Choir  member,  says,  “I  love 
this  class!  It  is  always  a  loud  and  wild  ride  every 
day!"  She  spoke  about  how  this  class  gave  her 
the  opportunity  to  test  her  vocal  range.  Concert 
Choir  is  a  break  away  experience  of  fun  and 
culture.  Students  learn  to  not  only  speak  in 
different  languages,  but  sing  in  them!  They  learn 
scales,  and  challenge  their  talents  at  auditions  for 
Illinois  Music  Education  Association  (ILMEA) 
festivals,  performances  at  Solo  &  Ensemble 
Contest,  and  at  quarterly  concerts  with  the 
school’s  other  choirs.  This  group  is  truly  unique, 
and  determined  to  sing  their  hearts  out. 
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Kalangilo  Davis,  a  first  year  in 
Concert  Choir  and  sophomore 
at  Rock  Island  High  School, 
tells  how  this  musical 
experience  has  changed  him. 
Kalangilo  has  worked  with 
director  Scott  Voigt  for  two 
years,  one  year  at  Washington 
Junior  High  and  now,  here  at 
the  high  school.  Davis 
explains,  “Class  usually  starts 
pretty  noisy,  as  we  all  do  our 
voice  building  warm  ups.  Mr. 
Voigt  helps  us  practice  and 
learn  our  songs,  so  that  we 
perform  them  to  our  best 
ability  at  our  concerts.” 
Kalangilo  says  that  being  in 
this  choir  has  really  helped 
him  grow  and  bond  with  the 
music.  Many  of  his  friends 
back  in  the  junior  high  choir 
followed  through  in  joining  at 
the  high  school.  Davis  is  glad 
he  still  has  these  friendships. 
This  experience  in  Concert 
Choir  has  helped  him  get  over 
his  stage  fright,  and  discover 
more  than  he  ever  imagined  in 
the  world  of  music. 


Chamber  Choir  is  the  highest  level  of  all  the  choirs  offered  at 
Rocky,  and  includes  an  intense  holiday  season  of  caroling  around  the 
Quad  Cities,  concerts,  and  for  some,  All-State  Choir.  To  be  accepted 
into  Chamber  Choir,  the  members  must  audition  and  work  hard  all 
year  to  keep  up  the  excellent  reputation  the  group  has  gained  over  the 
years.  First  year  member,  and  junior,  Abby  Krug  remarks  that 
Chamber  Choir  is,  “Like  a  little  family,  because  there  are  only  16  of 
us.”  Being  such  a  small  group  means  it  is  easy  for  underclassmen  to 
find  an  upperclassman  role  model.  Charles  Murphy,  a  sophomore  and 
second  year  member,  explains  that  to  him,  a  role  model  is,  “Someone 
who  helps  if  someone  needs  it,  and  encourages  someone  to  go  for 
solos  and  other  fun  things  like  ILMEA."  Senior  Gillian  McMahon 
explains  the  closeness  the  group  has  developed  over  the  years, 
stating,  “When  we  say  we  become  a  family,  we  mean  it.” 


Seniors  Sing  Out  Their 
L  Biggest 
Accomplishments! 


“My  biggest 
accomplishment 
as  a  senior  is 
becoming  more 
confident  in  my 
voice,  and  getting 
the  solos  I  went 
out  for.” 

-  Arriaja  Johnson 


“Getting  to 
know  myself 
more  and 
growing  as  an 
artist  and 
figuring  out 
what  I  want  to 
do.” 

-  Drake  Mason 


“Making  All- 
State  Choir  two 
years  in  a  row.” 
-  Robert  Ducey 


! 


“My  biggest 
accomplishment 
as  a  senior  in 
Chamber  is  being 
able  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Honors  All- 
State  Choir!" 

-  Gillian 
McMahon 
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Zach  Mlekush,  a  junior,  is  a  first- 
year  member  of  Chamber  Choir. 
Zach  remarks,  “Chamber  has 
impacted  my  life  because  it  has 
given  me  new  outlooks  in  the 


world  of  music  because  I’m  also 
in  band,  and  although  they’re 
both  a  part  of  the  music  family, 
they’re  definitely  very  different, 
and  it’s  cool  having  two  music 
classes  during  the  day.”  Being  a 
first-year  member,  Zach  has  a 
few  struggles  to  keep  up  with 
many  of  the  choir  veterans.  He 
explains,  “The  hardest  part  is 
definitely  the  fact  that  I’ve  never 
been  in  choir  before,  and  I’m  in 
the  top  choir  at  Rocky,  so  I 
jumped  basically  into 
everything.”  Although  it  has  been 
a  struggle  at  times,  there  have 
been  moments  that  make  it  all 
worth  it  for  Zach.  He  says,  “My 
favorite  part  is  definitely  the 
mixture  of  creating  awesome 
music  with  some  of  the  coolest 
people  I’ve  ever  met  and 
meeting  new  friends  in  choir.” 


'  T 


Ethan  Wiley  is  a  junior  and  an 
active  member  in  the  Theatre 
Department.  In  this  year’s  fall  play, 
Ethan  performed  in  five  plays  and 
recalled  his  favorite  being  “Tableau 


201 6’s  Fall  Play,  Too  Much  Light  Makes  the  Baby  Go  Blind  is  a  Neo- 
Futurist  play  that,  according  to  the  Drama  Club’s  Vice  President,  Gabby 
Hoeper,  “Is  one  of  the  most  challenging  plays  this  department  has 
encountered.”  Dori  Foster,  the  theatre  director,  noted  that,  “It  challenges 
the  actors.  There  are  30  different  plays  that  they  have  to  learn,  and  one  of 
the  main  challenges  is  to  get  all  30  plays  done  in  60  minutes.”  In  addition 
to  a  time  constraint,  the  order  of  the  plays  is  randomly  picked  by  the 
audience  each  evening.  “All  have  to  be  waiting  and  watching  intently  on 
the  side  lines,”  Gabby  remarked,  because  every  actor  has  multiple  roles 
to  play.  Zach  Mlekush,  the  play’s  student  director,  stated  that  a  few  actors 
struggled  with  “the  ability  to  comprehend  what  they  were  saying,”  because 
some  of  the  plays  were  not  traditional  theatre.  However,  the  cast  met 
these  challenges  head  on  and  exceeded  expectations.  Mrs.  Foster  stated, 
“I  think  we  have  a  really  great  ensemble  that  works  together  really  well." 
Zach  elaborated,  “The  cast  is  working  together  to  make  their  show  better. 
They  definitely  own  this  show.”  In  the  end,  their  hard  work  paid  off  and 
produced  a  weekend  of  unforgettable  performances. 


for  Three”.  He  explained  that  the 


play  “was  telling  a  story  through 


chairs.”  Ethan  elaborated,  “It’s 
about  a  guy  who  meets  a  girl,  and 
they  have  a  kid,  and  then  the  dad 
dies,  and  the  mom  dies  while  the 
kid  is  a  kid.  Then,  the  kid  grows 
up.”  As  an  actor,  he  had  to  focus 
on  conveying  this  story  through 
chairs,  however,  the  only  lines  he 
had  to  announce  were  the  “Act” 
numbers,  which  introduced  each 
chapter  in  the  lives  of  the  chairs. 
Ethan  recalled  both  the  challenge 
and  excitement  of  the  show’s 
spontaneous  nature  because, 
“[We]  never  know  what  order  the 
plays  are  going  to  be  in.”  But,  he 
definitely  loved  this  show,  and 
hopes  to  do  more  shows  like  it  in 
the  future! 
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Zach  Mlekush  is  a  junior  who 
played  the  role  of  Rudolph,  the 
head  waiter  in  Hello,  Dolly!  His 
experience  in  the  musical  has 
left  him  with  many  memories, 
especially  the  conversations  he 
shared  with  his  cast  mates 
behind  the  scenes.  His  favorite 
scene  was,  of  course,  the 
“Waiter’s  Gallop”,  which 
involved  lots  of  crazy  dancing. 
Zach  liked  this  scene  because 
he,  “Got  to  watch  the  whole 
thing,  and  it  was  pretty  fun.” 

Zach  says  the  key  to  an 
awesome  performance  is,  “To 
never  lose  confidence  in 
yourself,  and  to  never  give  up  or 
be  afraid  to  show  people  what 
you’ve  got.”  Theater  is  a  great 
place  to  make  friends  with  the 
amount  of  time  spent  together 
during  rehearsals.  To  Zach,  “It’s 
where  I  got  99%  of  my  friends 
today.”  So,  pick  up  your 
dancing  shoes  and  join  the 
musical! 
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In  Rocky’s  2016  musical,  Hello,  Dolly!,  seniors  Maggie 
Hinton  and  Chris  Lerch  took  the  stage  as  the  leads,  Dolly 
Gallagher  Levi  and  Cornelius  Hackel.  Not  only  was  the  show 
a  great  way  to  end  their  senior  year,  but  it  held  a  special  place 
in  their  hearts.  Maggie  said,  “Hello,  Dolly!,  to  me,  is  about 
remembering  the  past  and  the  people  who  have  come  in  and 
out  of  your  life,  and  how  they  have  affected  you,  but  letting  that 
go  and  moving  forward.”  Chris  added,  “[It]  will  always  mean  to  me  a  hello  to  the  world.  It  is  about  not  living  in  the 


of 


past,  but  always  striving  for  a  better  tomorrow.” 

With  scenes  full  of  energy  and  emotion,  the  cast  made  many  memories  during  rehearsal.  Maggie  said  that  her 
favorite  memory  from  the  musical  was  “When  the  alumni  from  Rocky’s  Theater  Department  performed  the  Hello, 
Dolly!”  number  with  us  during  the  Friday  night  show.  Nothing  even  comes  close  to  that  feeling  because  my 
grandpa  actually  came  out  on  stage  in  his  waiter  costume  and  had  a  little  dance  duet  with  me.  It  was  absolutely 
magical.”  Chris  recalled  that  the  waiters’  dancing  scene  was  his  favorite  scene.  “It  was  a  lot  of  fun  to  watch,  and  I 
loved  seeing  all  of  the  energy,”  Lerch  explained. 

The  powerful  scenes  contributed  to  a  memorable  performance.  Dorian  Foster,  RIHS  director  of  12  years,  said 
that  the  production  challenged  her  in  ways  that  she  never  thought  possible,  and  that  it  helped  her  grow  “Artistically, 
professionally,  and  personally.”  Hello,  Dolly!  left  a  lasting  impression  on  the  cast.  Maggie  said  that  Dolly  “has  really 
taught  me,  and  I  am  still  learning,  how  to  be  fully  present  and  soak  up  as  much  life  as  you  can  get.”  With  an 
energetic  and  emotional  performance,  it  was  a  bittersweet  moment  when  the  curtains  closed  on  Saturday  night  and 
the  cast  said,  “So  Long,  Dearie”  to  Hello,  Dolly!  139 


First  year  board  member, 
Maddie  Lelonek,  has 
been  in  Student  Council 
since  her  freshman  year. 

Now  that  she  is  a 
sophomore,  she  is 
becoming  more  involved 
in  the  club,  and  realizes 
how  big  of  an  impact  she 
is  making.  “I  really  enjoy 
helping  out  in  the  school 
and  the  community  with 
events  such  as  the  blood 
drives  and  the  Hunger 
Drive.  Not  only  does  it 
benefit  me,  but  it  is 
benefiting  other  people, 
as  well,  which  is  nice  to 
see,”  she  states.  Maddie 
encourages  others  to  join 
Student  Council  because 
she  wants  people  to 
enjoy  the  group  as  much 
as  she  does. 
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Student  Council  has  grown  tremendously  over  the  past  four 
years  while  Mrs.  Thompson  has  been  the  advisor  of  the  club. 

The  group  has  continued  to  grow  in  popularity,  with  many  new 
members  each  year.  Since  the  club’s  members  are  multiplying, 
Student  Council  is  able  to  do  much  more  than  they  used  to.  The 
most  important  events  that  students  plan  include  three  blood 
drives,  the  Hunger  Drive,  the  Homecoming  Dance,  and  Swirl. 
Senior  board  member,  Lauren  Bell,  has  been  a  member  since 
her  sophomore  year  and  loves  getting  more  people  involved  in 
the  club  and  spreading  school  spirit,  which  is  the  group’s  biggest 
goal.  Lauren  says,  “I  love  seeing  all  of  the  school  spirit,  especially 
during  Homecoming  Week.”  Mrs.  Thompson  has  been  working 
with  the  group  for  four  years  and  says,  “I  encourage  students  to 
join  the  club  because  you  get  to  help  with  the  events  within  the 
community,  and  it  is  a  great  way  to  meet  new  people.”  The  club 
is  always  looking  to  see  students  having  as  much  fun  as  the 
members  of  Student  Council  are. 


Rally  at  the  Rock 
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Left:  Student  Council  members  gather  for 
meetings  on  Thursday  mornings. 

Bottom  Left:  Ana  Jacobs  and  Maddie 
Lelonek  are  first  year  board  members. 

Bottom  Right:  Student  Council  board 
members  lead  the  meetings. 


“I  like  how  Student  Council  gives  people  the  opportunity  to  help  make  a  difference 

in  the  community."  -  Mason  Witsman 
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Bailey  Tripilas  is  a 
freshman  clarinet  player, 
who  participates  in 
Marching  Band  and 
Concert  Band.  She  has 
come  to  love  being  a  part 
of  the  musical 
organization,  stating,  “I 
enjoy  the  music  we  play, 
and  everyone  in  band  is 
really  nice.”  Senior  clarinet, 
Madison  DePover  has  had 
a  big  impact  on  her 
musical  career.  “Madison 
is  a  great  mentor,  and  has 
become  a  close  friend.” 
Through  band,  Bailey  has 
made  long-lasting 
friendships.  She  expects  to 
have  plenty  more 
memories  through  band. 
Bailey  is  looking  forward  to 
the  next  three  years  of 
being  a  Rocky  musician. 
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Symphonic  Band 

The  2016-2017,  Symphonic  Band  continues  to  fulfill  their 
responsibilities  as  role  models  toward  the  Concert  Band.  When  the 
bands  split  during  the  second  semester,  the  Symphonic  Band  is  the 
highest  level  that  Rocky  has  to  offer.  Mr.  Carlin  states,  ‘‘This  band  has 
high  levels  of  potential,  filled  with  lots  of  talented  musicians,  which 
allows  me  to  teach  a  variety  of  difficult  music.”  These  band  students 
love  to  wow  their  audiences  with  their  difficult  music  selections. 

Senior  tuba  member,  Jarred  McClendon  says,  “I’m  going  to  miss  the 
dedication  that  this  group  portrays  and  I  am  proud  of  how  far  the 
band  has  come  throughout  my  four  years."  Practicing  and 
preparing  their  music  for  every  concert  is  a  job  that  this  band  truly 
believes  in. 


Our 


The  2016-2017  Jazz  Band  knows  how  to  get  a  crowd  moving  as  they  play 
their  groovy,  smooth  tunes.  Consisting  of  about  twenty  members  of  freshmen 
through  seniors,  this  ensemble  works  hard  to  entertain  their  audiences.  This 
group  of  musicians  have  the  opportunity  to  step  out  of  their  comfort  zone,  and 
express  themselves,  as  they  learn  different  styles  of  jazz.  Mr.  Carlin  states, 
“Conducting  the  Jazz  Band  gives  me  a  chance  to  teach  a  variety  of  styles  in 
music,  and  being  able  to  try  new  things  with  this  group  of  students."  For  this 
group  of  students,  Jazz  Band  is  a  fun  and  fantastic  activity  to  be  a  part  of.  “I 
played  Jazz  Band  throughout  junior  high,  and  later,  realized  that  I  enjoyed  it  so 
much,  I  continued  it  through  my  high  school  years,"  explains  Joey  Anderson,  a 
three  year  saxophone  Jazz  member. 


Concert  Band 
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The  2016-2017  Concert 
Band  is  one  of  the  largest 
bands  in  the  school.  This 
group  strives  to  improve 
their  musical  talents. 
Freshman  member,  Bailey 
Tripilas  states,  “Concert 
Band  is  way  different 
compared  to  junior  high 
because  it  is  more  mature, 
and  people  are  willing  to  put 
in  the  effort.”  Director 
Michael  Tollenaer  says,  “I 
love  making  music  with  my 
students  more  than  anything 
in  the  world!  There  is 
nothing  like  it.”  The  Concert 
Band  continues  to  strive 
towards  success  throughout 
the  school  year. 
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The  2016  Pride  of  Rock  Island  finished  with  yet  another  amazing  show  that 
was  better  than  the  last.  This  year,  the  show,  “Wacked  Poe-etic,"  was  something 
to  remember.  Wacked  Poe-etic  is  a  fictional  story  about  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  who  is 
haunted  by  the  apparitions  he  has  created  through  his  writing.  The  apparitions, 
along  with  his  lost  love,  eventually  drive  him  insane  and  kill  him.  The  character  of 
Poe  was  played  by  Senior  Guard  member  Kyle  Plohr.  He  said  being  Poe  was 
nothing  like  he  had  ever  done  before.  Kyle  was  a  first  year  guard  member,  who 
was  previously  on  the  brass  line.  Staff  member  Mr.  Tollenaer  said,  "This  season 
was  different,  and  ran  a  lot  smoother  thanks  to  the  amazing  student  leadership 
and  the  amount  of  musical  talent  the  band  had.”  Mr.  Tollenaer  also  said  the  goal 
of  this  year  was  to  keep  pushing  after  every  show,  and  that  is  exactly  what 
happened.  Senior  clarinet  player,  Madison  DePover,  described  each  show  as, 
'Better  than  the  last.  The  show  got  more  and  more  intense  every  time  we 
performed.”  The  Pride  put  in  countless  hours,  and  treated  every  rehearsal  as  a 
performance,  and  that  paid  off  this  year,  after  winning  numerous  awards,  such 
as  Best  Drum  Major  and  Best  Guard,  and  then  placed  second  for  the  first  time 
ever,  going  up  against  other  decorated  bands.  The  Pride  will  continue  to  write 
their  story  of  greatness  in  the  future. 


Caity  Treanor,  senior  Drum 
Major  of  the  Pride  of  Rock 
Island  Marching  Band, 
finishes  out  her  career  on  a 
powerful  note.  Caity  began 
her  high  school  story  as  an 
ambitious  freshman  trumpet, 
who  decided  to  then  take  on 
the  leadership  role  as  Drum 
Major.  Caity  looked  up  to 
Connor  Purvis  because,  “He 
had  so  much  passion  for 
Marching  Band,  and  he 
always  encouraged  everyone 
to  do  their  best  and  to  give 
perfect  effort.”  After 
completing  her  final  season, 
Caity’s  favorite  memory  of  her 
four  years  was  when  the  band 
took  first  place  overall  at  the 
prestigious  Valleyfest 
Competition  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  during  her  sophomore 
year.  Caity  stated  that  the 
victory  taken  in  Des  Moines 
made  her  “overwhelmed  with 
happiness”  and  was  her  “first 
time  as  a  drum  major  winning 
something  so  significant.” 
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Htoo  Doh,  EAC  President 

“The  best  part  about  being  in  EAC  is  getting  to  help  the  community  and 
environment  in  a  way  that  most  people  are  not  comfortable,  especially 
teenagers  in  this  generation.  What  I  like  most  about  EAC  is  that  we 
have  a  chance  to  put  a  smile  on  people’s  faces  and  make  them  feel 
relief,  which  is  a  big  deal.  Most  people  might  think  putting  a  smile  on 
people’s  faces  is  easy,  but  you  never  know  what’s  hidden  behind  their 
initial  smile.  We  help  people  because  we  want  to,  not  because  we  are 
told  to.  EAC  helps  our  community  to  stay  on  pace,  as  well  as  keeping  it 
fun.  Our  members  not  only  get  to  help  the  community,  but  they  also 
have  fun  trips  to  get  out  in  nature.” 
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Environmental  Action  Club: 

Curating  The  World’s  Next  Environmental  Stewards. 


Environmental  Action  Club  is  an  organization  that  simultaneously  learns  about  the  environment  and  participates  in  events 
about  the  community,  where  they  work  towards  their  goal  to  better  the  planet.  “EAC  wants  to  make  its  members  the  next 

environmental  stewards  in  the  world,’’  said  Mrs.  Wolber. 

EAC  participates  in  several  earth-friendly  activities,  hoping  to  teach  students  how  they  can  be  involved  in  their  community  at 
several  different  levels.  Students  have  experienced  a  wide  spectrum  of  environmentalism.  They've  gotten  their  hands  dirty  at 
the  X’Stream  Cleanup,  while  also  spending  their  time  crafting  Christmas  necklaces  at  the  Festival  of  Trees.  Htoo  Doh, 
President  of  EAC,  talks  about  his  experiences,  stating,  “Most  of  the  time,  EAC  helps  teachers  take  out  recycling,  and  keeps 
the  school  clean  on  the  inside.”  Alex  Axup  is  the  Vice  President  of  this  club,  and  said  with  reverence.  “I  have  gained  a  better 

knowledge  for  what  I  can  do  for  my  community.” 

Not  only  does  EAC  have  some  exceptional  leaders,  but  the  entire  club  takes  on  leadership  within  the  community!  The  club 
acts  as  board  members  for  the  Keep  Rock  Island  Beautiful  group.  They  have  helped  several  other  organizations,  including 
QCCA,  Uving  Lands  and  Water,  and  Nahant  Marsh.  Mrs.  Wolber  stated,  “I  enjoy  working  with  the  students,  whether  at  fun 
events  like  canoeing,  or  working  events  in  the  community.  Our  students  always  get  complimented  on  how  well  they  work 
together  and  get  the  job  done,  whatever  the  task  may  be.”  Students  seem  to  agree,  as  Charlieana  Salzmann  says,  “Even  the 
little  things,  from  picking  up  trash  to  tagging  butterflies  helps  the  environment  in  a  big  way.” 
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Starts  with  a  Note 


Top:  Members  of  Rock  Group  pose  for  a  picture  before 
rehearsal. 

Left:  Senior  Denae  Whaley  jams  out  on  the  electric 
cello. 


When  the  Rock  Island  High  School  Orchestra  performs  music,  they 
are  not  just  playing  notes  off  of  a  page.  Upon  taking  the  job  as 
Orchestra  director  at  Rocky,  Mrs.  Benson  made  it  a  goal  to  show 
students  that.  “Music  is  a  universal  language,"  Benson  explains. 
“Despite  your  background,  despite  your  upbringing,  it  brings  a 
common  bond  between  people.”  This  unique  characteristic  of  music 
is  what  attracted  senior  Asrielle  Allen  to  the  Orchestra  program  in  fifth 
grade.  “When  I  heard  the  high  school  orchestra  for  the  first  time  in 
fifth  grade,  I  could  hear  passion,  fear,  love,  courage,  longing-  all  sorts 
of  emotions  from  their  playing,”  she  says.  In  hearing  these  traits  of 
the  Orchestra,  she  was  convinced  to  play  the  violin.  Sophomore  Sera 
Calhoun  has  also  had  similar  experiences  with  the  power  of  music. 
“Music  helps  me  to  escape  from  reality,”  she  says.  “Even  though  it  is 
sometimes  hard  work  with  all  the  practicing  in  and  out  of  class,  it  all 
pays  off  when  we  re  able  to  create  something  amazing.”  Asrielle 
agrees,  saying,  “I  think  the  job  of  a  musician  is  so  monumental 
because  they  have  to  tell  a  story  with  their  playing.”  With  a  majority  of 
the  group  this  year  being  underclassmen,  Mrs.  Benson  is  excited  to 
show  the  power  of  music  and,  more  importantly,  spread  it  to  others.  “I 
want  students  to  take  pride  in  the  art  they  are  creating  and  keep  it  up 
after  high  school,"  she  says.  It  will  be  fun  to  see  this  group  grow  in  the 

next  few  years! 


Bottom:  Seniors  Josh  Teggatz  and  Asrielle  Allen  are 
ready  to  rock  out  at  the  Homecoming  Parade. 
Bottom  Left:  Director  Katie  Benson  prepares  to  give  the 
downbeat. 


Top:  The  violins  concentrate  as  the  group  plays 
at  the  Winter  Concert. 

Left:  Senior  Jorge  Aguilera  plays  his  violin 
during  class. 

Bottom:  Freshman  Emma  Wahlmann  and 
sophomore  Sera  Calhoun  are  ready  to  start 
making  music. 

Bottom  Left:  Directors  Katie  Benson  and  Matt 
Manweiler  pose  before  going  on  stage. 


Tye  Gordon  is  a  freshman 
this  year,  and  has  already 
become  one  of  the 
leading  violists  in 
Orchestra.  “I  expected  to 
be  really  scared,  but  it’s 
been  so  much  fun!  It’s  just 
like  one  big  family!”  Music 
has  always  been  a  huge 
part  of  Tye’s  life,  and  has 
changed  him  as  a  person. 
“Music  always  puts  me  in 
a  better  mood,  whether 
I’m  listening  to  it  or 
making  it,”  he  states.  Tye 
is  also  looking  forward  to 
the  remainder  of  his  time 
as  a  high  school 
musician.  “I’m  excited  to 
meet  new  people,  learn 
new  music  (even  if  it’s 
scary),  and  grow  as  a 
musician,”  he  explains. 
The  rest  of  the  Orchestra 
is  excited  to  see  Tye  lead 
for  the  next  3  years. 
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Tysheonna  Mulica  is  a 
junior  enrolled  in  the 
CNA  program. 
Tysheonna  took  the 
class  because  it  is 
something  she  is 
planning  to  do  for  her 
future.  She  plans  on 
going  to  a  4  year 
university  to  get  her 
BSN  after  high  school. 
Mulica  stated,  “CNAs 
do  a  lot  of  work,  and 
they  don’t  get  much 
credit  for  it,  and  are 
looked  down  upon, 
when  in  reality,  they’re 
taking  care  of  and 
making  sure  someone’s 
grandparents  and 
parents  are  well  taken 
care  of.”  She  likes  the 
class  because  it  is  a 
hands  on  classroom. 
“Learning  is  not  just  in 
the  classroom,”  she 
stated. 


Our 
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The  CNA  (Certified  Nursing  Assistant) 
Program  is  a  course  in  which  the  students  can 
never  say  what  they  learn  cannot  be  used  in 
real  life.  CNA  uses  hands  on  training  to  teach 
students  how  to  take  care  of  their  future 
patients.  CNA  teacher, 

Mrs.  Stribling,  was  introduced  to  the 
nursing  assistant  program  when  she  was  16, 
and  then  took  her  training  to  teach  others.  One 
of  the  lessons  she  wants  her  students  to  learn 
is,  “How  to  become  compassionate 
caregivers.”  Her  favorite  part  about  being 
involved  in  the  class  is  “watching  the  students 
learn  their  skills.” 

Senior  Jasmine  Thomas  loves  the 
opportunities  the  class  has  provided  her.  She 
took  this  class  for  her  future,  in  hopes  of  going 
into  nursing.  She  enjoys  this  class  because, 
“We  get  a  lot  of  things  done,  and  it  is  a  lot  of 
fun.”  She  has  also  learned  valuable  study  skills 
in  the  class. 

Senior  Miranda  Meadows  took  the  class 
to  see  if  it  is  something  she  wants  to  do  in  the 
future.  She  states,  “It’s  a  difficult,  but 
meaningful  job.  I  took  the  course  to  learn  about 
nursing,  and  see  if  this  is  what  I’m  really  into. 

The  course  continues  to  be  extremely 
popular  for  students  at  Rocky,  and  inspires 
students’  future  careers  in  the  medical  field. 
Mrs.  Stribling  has  created  an  enthusiastic  and 
enriching  environment  for  students  to  discover 
their  passion  and  their  abilities  to  help  others. 


CNA  students  pose  on  top  of  the  hospital  building 
on  the  launch  pad. 
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is  a  Work  of  Art 


The  Rock  Island  High  School  Art  Club  is  a  club  dedicated  to  students  with  an  interest  in  art 
rand  would  like  to  participate  in  group  projects  and  increase  art  awareness  within  the  school. 
Students  of  the  Art  Club  also  reach  out  to  the  community  in  the  Quad  City  Area,  getting  involved 
in  the  community  by  spreading/sharing  art,  and  even  getting  involved  outside  of  the  country! 

The  Art  Club  is  led  by  Mrs.  Addie  Winn  (an  art  teacher  at  Rocky)  and  consists  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President.  The  President  is  Elijah  Westmorland  (Senior)  and  Vice  President 
Faith  Mutum  (Senior).  They  basically  keep  the  Art  Club  going,  finding  new  ways  to  get  involved 
within  the  community,  as  well  as  plan  events  for  the  Art  Club  to  host.  “Many  of  the  activities  take 
place  here  in  the  Quad  City  area,  including  the  QC  Arts  Festival  of  Trees  (decorating  a  tree  and 
displaying  artwork),  teaching  art  lessons  to  Rl  elementary  students,  painting  ballet  shoes  for  the 
Ballet  Quad  Cities,  forming  a  team  for  the  annual  Bucktown  Art  Center  pastel  contest  with  area 
high  schools,  and  hosting  a  pumpkin  carving  contest  around  Halloween."  Mrs.  Addie  Winn  said. 
"The  Club  is  also  hosting  free  pottery  workshops  twice  this  school  year,  and  proceeds  from  the 
pieces  we  sell  will  go  to  World  Relief  in  Moline.  We  also  participate  in  activities  outside  of  the 
country,  creating  portraits  for  children  in  Ethiopia  (last  year)  and  Syria  (this  year).  Art  Club 
students  attended  classes  at  St.  Ambrose  University  and  Augustana  College  to  get  a  feel  for  the 
college  atmosphere.  In  addition,  the  Art  Club  has  painted  faces  at  Rocky  football  games.  We 
have  had  students  compete  in  the  annual  Isabel  Bloom  sculpture  contest,  with  lessons  from  the 
sculptor.  Lastly,  we  bring  a  bus  load  of  students  to  the  annual  Figge  Art  Museum  College  Day. 
where  area  colleges  review  student  art  portfolios." 

With  the  Art  Club  getting  involved  with  so  many  different  activities,  the  group  still  faces 
some  challenges.  Elijah  Westmorland  (President)  says.  “The  group  is  always  trying  to  recruit 
new  members  who  want  to  carry  through  with  projects  and  be  active  with  forming  fresh  ideas. 
Some  students  who  participate  in  projects  are  the  same  students  who  do  most  of  the  work  for 
the  group.  We  have  been  meeting  every  Tuesday  after  school  and  in  Rock  Time  Art  Club  every 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  so  we  can  accomplish  more  and  stay  more  organized.”  The 
club  has  many  members,  old  and  new!  Many  of  the  newcomers  are  excited  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Art  Club,  and  help  and  participate  in  events.  “Our  newest  members  have  been  younger  students 
who  have  stayed  after  school  to  help  with  the  pottery  workshops  and  planning  other  projects," 
Mrs.  Addie  Winn  states.  “They  have  brought  more  enthusiastic  spint  to  the  group." 

With  Art  Club  being  involved  with  many  activities  throughout  the  year,  it  is  nice  to  look  back 
on  what  the  Art  Club  accomplished,  and  the  events  the  group  participated  in.  So  far,  the  best 
memory  would  be  the  free  pottery  workshop  the  Art  Club  hosted  one  October  evening  after 
school.  There  were  parents,  families,  teachers,  and  lots  of  students  who  learned  how  to  hand- 
build  and  throw  pottery  on  a  wheel  for  the  first  time.  Art  Club  members  were  eager  to  be  involved 
with  the  event,  and  the  Art  Club  was  happy  to  donate  the  proceeds  from  the  sold  pieces  to  World 
Relief. 


The  Art  Club  is  not  just  a  place  where  students  go  to  discuss  art  and  art- related  subjects. 
Elijah  Westmorland  says.  “We  hope  members  in  the  Art  Club  will  learn  to  build  relationships  with 
their  peers,  as  well  as  building  a  relationship  with  art.  Students  should  interact  and  connect  with 
art  members  in  the  community,  and  share  their  talent  with  the  school,  while  getting  other 
students  involved." 

In  all.  Art  Club  is  a  fantastic  way  to  get  involved  with  the  school,  with  peers,  with  art,  and  the 
community.  Anyone  can  join.  Art  Club  is  welcome  to  any  student  interested,  and  the  group  is 
always  taking  an  interest  in  any  newcomers  who  would  like  to  join.  The  Art  Club  hopes  to  do 
much  more  in  the  future  with  many  students  participating  and  getting  involved  with  events  with 
the  Art  Club! 


t  M  X' m 


MEMBERS,  OLD  &  NEW! 
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Chinue  Wilson 

“My  favorite  Art  Club  memory 
was  when  the  members  and  I 
drew  portraits  of  children  in 
developing  countries  for  The 
Memory  Project 


Sumer  DePaepe 

“My  favorite  part  of  Art  Club  is 
when  we  met  and  discussed 
each  other’s  different  ideas 
and  opinions.” 


Elijah  Westmorland 
“The  Art  Club  is  a  great 
experience  for  me.  The 
Art  Club  provides  me 
with  the  opportunity  to 
be  more  involved  with 
other  artists  on  projects, 
such  as  working  for 
Metro  Arts  during  the 
summertime.  I  enjoy 
helping  out  others  in  the 
Art  Club,  both  within 

Qrhnnl  and  nutsidp  ” 
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Faith  Mutum 


Faith  Mutum  is  a  senior 
at  Rocky  and  Vice 
President  of  the  club. 
This  year,  she  illustrated 
a  book  about  human 
rights  called  Plight  of 
Ethiopian  Girls.  “I  am  SO 
glad  to  have  had  this 
opportunity  to  transform 
the  words  of  the  author 
into  the  pictures  I  made.” 

Vanessa  Holland 

-j-aigjiH  a p*>; 


Vanessa,  a  junior,  has 
been  a  member  of  Art  Club 
for  two  years  as  the 
Treasurer,  and  enjoys  her 
time  spent  with  the  rest  of 
the  club  members.  She 
states,  “I  love  Art  Club 
because  I  feel  comfortable 
and  know  my  opinions  are 
respected  by  others.”  Her 
favorite  part  about  being  in 
Art  Club  is  being  able  to 
create,  and  also  going  on 
trips.  Holland  also  explains 
what  Art  Club  means  to 
her,  stating,  “It  means  a  lot 
because  I  love  art  and  the 
people  in  the  club. 
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Sophomore  Corina 
Castaneda  has  been  a 
member  of  French 
Club  since  her 
freshman  year.  “I 
joined  French  Club  to 
learn  more  about  the 
culture,  especially  their 
food,”  she  says. 
Corina  enjoys  the 
annual  parties  hosted, 
and,  “how  Madame  B. 

always  brings 
something  new  for  us 
to  learn.”  She  thinks 
the  club  is  an 
opportunity  for 
students  to  learn  more 
about  the  culture  and 
language  from  first¬ 
hand  experience, 
rather  than  just  in  the 
classroom  setting. 


Lcarniig  mi  Mimi 
French  Cilture 


The  goal  of  Rocky’s  French  Club  is  to 
become  immersed  in  all  that  the  culture 
has  to  offer.  The  club  participates  in  a 
number  of  activities  throughout  the 
year,  including  Homecoming  hallway 
decorating,  an  annual  Christmas  party 
catered  by  The  Olive  Tree,  and  Mardi 
Gras.  “It  is  a  fun  way  to  bring  students 
of  all  classes  together  to  enjoy  the 
culture  of  another  nation,"  Co-President 
Stephanie  Kerno  says.  The  club  is 
headed  by  Madame  Bouchareb,  who 
loves  working  with  her  students  and 
teaching  them  all  about  other  places.  “I 
want  them  to  be  open  minded  of  all 
cultures,  not  just  French.  Who  knows 
where  life  will  take  them,  so  they  must 
be  able  to  appreciate  every  aspect  of 
every  culture,”  she  explains.  "My 
favorite  part  of  French  Club  is  getting  to 
know  people  with  similar  interests,  and 
taking  part  in  events  we  might  not  get 
the  chance  to  otherwise,”  two-year 
member,  Emily  Laughlin  states.  Being 
able  to  celebrate  another  culture  with 
the  appreciation  of  different  foods, 
styles,  and  ways  of  life  surely  provides 
students  with  a  sense  that  the  world 
expands  far  beyond  the  walls  of  Rocky. 


.  v 
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Top  Left:  Mrs.  Pearson  holds  a  variety  of 
French  books  about  the  culture  in  Europe. 

Bottom  Left:  Club  advisor  Madame 
Bouchareb  enjoys  the  French  Christmas 
party  with  her  French  IV  students.  Middle: 
Galena  Fessler  and  Max  Saintfort  enjoy  the 
picnic.  Top  Right:  Emily  Laughlin  and 
Monica  Diaz  smile  at  the  party.  Bottom 
Right:  Members  relax  at  the  Christmas 
Party.  Directly  Right:  Co-Presidents 
Stephanie  Kerno  and  Elaina  Quilty  get 
ready  to  open  the  traditional  French  Yule 
Log.  Far  right:  Club  advisor,  Madame 
Bouchareb. 
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[Our]  S&y  is  about  Knowledge 

Rocky’s  Academic  Team,  coached  by  Mrs.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Clash, 
continues  their  tradition  of  success. 

This  year,  their  teamwork  was  especially  noticeable,  too.  Varsity 
Captain  Jada  Veasey  says,  “Getting  to  know  everyone’s  strengths 
and  weaknesses,  and  learning  how  to  work  as  a  team  is  what  leads 
to  success.”  The  Academic  Team  competes  in  quiz  bowl  style 
competitions  for  group  and  individual  prizes,  and  their  main  goal  is 
to  have  fun  and  expand  their  knowledge.  Most  of  the  members  are 
very  involved  in  the  club,  on  top  of  many  other  sports  and  clubs. 
Jada  Veasey  says,  “Our  members  participate  in  a  number  of  school 
activities,  including  drama,  choir,  orchestra,  band,  robotics  club, 
swimming,  bowling,  and  more.”  Although  this  is  incredible,  it  also 
presents  challenges  for  the  team.  Veasey  says,  “It’s  tough  finding 
time  to  practice  as  a  whole  team,  but  we  have  many  practice 
options  throughout  the  week  to  help  fit  everyone’s  busy  schedules.” 

New  members  Zoe  Veasey  and  Shaila  Christopher  have  brought 
new  enthusiasm  to  the  team  to  help  their  returning  teammates.  Over 
everything,  Veasey  hopes  that,  “Being  a  part  of  the  team  will  inspire 

a  thirst  for  knowledge!” 


Above  and  Left:  Members  of  the  2016-2017  Academic  Team. 

Right:  Senior  Audrey  Gale  passes  the  torch  to  freshman  Kayleigh  Cassatt. 


K  jft 


Jada  Veasey  is  a  junior, 
and  has  been  a  part  of 
Academic  Team  all 
three  years  of  her  high 
school  career.  She  has 
been  the  Varsity 
Captain  since  her 
sophomore  year.  “I’m  in 
charge  of  the  fun  stuff; 
designing  t-shirts  and 
communicating  with  the 
junior  high  kids  who 
might  be  interested  in 
joining  once  they  enter 
high  school,”  Veasey 
says.  Jada  simply 
enjoys  the  program  and 
leading  the  team  in 
competition.  “My  favorite 
part  is  just  playing.  It 
feels  so  great  when  you 
do  well  in  an  activity  you 
love!” 
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Abigail  LaCamera,  a  senior 
and  employee  at  McDonald’s 
in  Milan,  states,  “I  like  the 
workers.  Everyone  is  so 
friendly  and  funny.  They 
make  working  there  fun.  I 
also  like  the  daily  customers 
that  come  in  because  once 
you  get  to  know  them,  you 
can  joke  around  with  them.” 

LaCamera  likes  the  CWT 
program  because  she  learned 
skills  you  need  to  know  at 
your  job.  She  also  explains,  “I 
learned  that  you  should  wear 
nice  clothing,  no  matter  if  the 
job  is  a  casual  place.  I 
learned  about  what  you 
should  look  for  before 
investing  in  a  job.  I  learned 
how  to  act  before  going  into 
an  interview,  and  what 
questions  to  ask  once  the 
interview  was  over.”  The 
CWT  program  prepares 
students  for  what  they  should 
expect  at  a  job  and  the  duties 
they  need  to  complete  to  be 
successful  in  life. 


Our  is  about 

Balancing  Work  and  School 


The  Cooperative  Work  Program  is  a  school  based  program 
that  allows  students  to  leave  school  early  for  work  and 
enhance  their  job  skills.  Although  the  students  are  leaving 
early,  they  are  still  gaining  credit  for  working,  and  credit  for 
the  class.  The  Cooperative  Work  Training  course  teaches 
students  the  basics  they  need  to  know  for  success  in  the 
workplace,  and  managing  time  and  responsibilities.  The 
class  is  taught  by  Mrs.  Dieudonne  and  Ms.  Loebach,  and 
both  teachers  enjoy  seeing  their  students  take  on  the 
challenges  in  the  work  force.  Bryce  McCraw  states,  “My 
favorite  memory  was  dressing  up  and  practicing  job 
interviews,  along  with  writing  our  resumes.  Those  are  two 
important  skills  I  will  use  my  whole  life.”  Karreena  Killian 
mentions  the  reason  she  joined  this  class  was,  “So  I  could 
learn  more  about  future  job  opportunities.”  This  program 
also  helps  students  learn  to  balance  their  school  work  and 
their  jobs,  a  valuable  skill  for  their  futures. 


[Our] 
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Journalism  class 
incorporates  many 
different  aspects  of 
journalism  ethics  such 
as... 

Looking  at  the  bigger 
picture,  but  also  focusing 
on  the  small  things.  To 
reflect  on  what  your  year 
has  given  you,  and 
appreciate  the  memories. 
Collaborate  with  others, 
and  be  creative.  Get  out  of 
your  comfort  zone,  take 
responsibility  of  your 
deadlines,  and  know  that 
details  count.  Don’t 
embellish  the  truth,  but 
stay  positive, 
and  capture  what  it  truly 
means  to  be  a  Rock,  so 
that  others  may 
experience  it  in  the  years 
i58  to  come. 


EDITORS  20 16-20 17 


‘I  like  interacting  with  students, 
learning  how  students  feel 
about  teams  or  activities.  It 
makes  me  feel  more  involved 
in  the  school  to  personally 
interact  through  interviews  and 
photography." 

~  S>-cLK**cbt 

2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


“I  love  learning  more  about 
Rocky’s  clubs  and  all  of  my 
classmates  through 
making  the  yearbook.  I  like 
Miers’  jokes,  too!” 

■  Laajajl**.  3cU 

1  st  Year  Senior  Editor 


“I  love  all  of  the  connections  one  is 
able  to  make  in  Journalism.  You 
discover  new  friends,  and  can 
capture  the  memories  with  them. 
You  work  hard  all  year,  and  at  the 
end.  you  are  left  with  a  yearbook  s 
worth  of  new  connections  and 
experiences  with  friends  ’ 

2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


“I  really  enjoy  being  a 
junior  editor,  and  being 
able  to  work  with  a  ’crew’, 
and  then  seeing  a  great 
finished  product." 

-  Aluc  6a  ~d 

1  st  Year  Junior  Editor 


“Getting  to  see  the  pages  I  ve 
helped  make  be  put  into  print  is 
my  favorite  part  because  I  get 
to  know  I  helped  make 
something  that  hundreds  of 
people  love.” 

*  <5 U*  tUfxu. 

2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


It  s  a  chance  to  express 
myself  in  a  way  that  everyone 
gets  to  see  and  appreciate. 

The  yearbook  gives  me  a 
physical  representation  of  all 
my  hard  work." 


2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 
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ROCKS 


“I’ve  always  enjoyed 
writing,  and  I  love  being  a 
part  of  making  the 
yearbook  that  people  will 
be  able  to  look  back  on  for 
years  to  come." 

-  (5 Ltu+ut  CLuiLty 
2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


“The  best  part  of  being  an 
editor  is  being  able  to  show  the 
school  how  amazing  it  is  to  be 
involved  in  the  hard  work  and 
accomplishments  of  extra 
curricular  activities." 

1  st  Year  Senior  Editor 


“Journalism  has  a  relaxed, 
interactive  atmosphere, 
and  allows  you  to  put  your 
own  touch  in  history.  Plus, 
Ms.  Miers  is  super  chill." 

“  S&/s/iO*uiL  /(/Us** 

2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


“What  I  like  most  about 
Journalism  is  making  the 
yearbook  and  learning 
interesting  facts  about  new 
people  every  year.” 

"^^k.  Sfs/UnCJU- 

2nd  Year  Senior  editor 


“My  favorite  part  of 
Journalism  would  be  just 
knowing  that  I  was  a  part  of 
making  a  book  full  of 
memories  that  will  last  us 
all  a  lifetime." 

2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


“I  love  being  able  to  put  my 
touch  on  a  book  that  will  be 
looked  at  by  my  peers  for 
years  to  come.  And  Miers’ 
jokes  are  really  great." 

2nd  Year  Senior  Editor 


>CK  ISLAND  H10H  $C  001  FIELOHOU 


DEANS  COMPLEX 


“Creating  pages  that 
everyone  will  see  and 
always  have  to  look 
back  on  memories.” 

t  /Jiuajl 

1st  Year  Junior  Editor 


“I  enjoy  being  able  to  see  an  idea  for 
a  layout  or  page  come  to  life.  I  enjoy 
the  creativity  that  occurs  when  you 
combine  your  ideas  with  others  in 
Journalism.  I  like  that  Journalism 
encourages  students  to  think 
outside  of  the  box.  and  use  their 
imagination  when  creating  yearbook 
pages  or  writing  articles." 

-  Atu  „ 


“I  like  that  many  Journalism 
students  work  together. 
Different  ideas  and 
perspectives  get  put  together 
to  make  one  complete  book.” 

~  Lfifdu*.  I^a-oIjLL 
1st  Year  Senior  Editor 


“I  just  love  documenting  all  the 
comings  and  goings  of  Rocky. 

It’s  been  fun  making  a  book 
that  students  will  look  at  years 
after  high  school,  and 
remember  what  it  was  like  to 
be  a  Rock!” 

- 

1  st  Year  Senior  Editor 


“Documenting  life  as  a  high 
schooler  through  images  and 
interviews  really  appeals  to  me 
because  these  are  the  times  I'll 
want  to  remember  most.” 

“  fat*.  AW* 

1  st  Year  Junior  Editor 


“Designing  layouts  for  the 
yearbook  pages  is  my 
favorite  part  of  Journalism. 
I  really  enjoy  creating 
attention-grabbing 
designs." 

1st  Year  Junior  Editor 
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Dim  Huai  is  a  senior  in  the  EL 
College  Club.  She  said  that 
her  goals  as  a  member  of  the 
club  are,  “To  get  into  college 
and  prepare  for  college  life.” 
Dim  joined  the  club  to  make 
sure  that  she  applied  for 
financial  aid  correctly,  and 
she  said  that  getting  her 
FAFSA  award  letter  was  her 
favorite  thing  that  has 
happened  in  the  club.  Dim 
has  learned  many  lessons  in 
this  club,  such  as  how  to 
apply  for  FAFSA,  how  to  get 
a  checking  account,  and  how 
to  apply  for  college.  She  also 
shares,  “I  have  learned  that 
we  all  need  help  with  this, 
and  that  we  can  help  each 
other  out  to  make  sure  we  all 
complete  these  things 
correctly.”  Through  the  club, 
Dim  feels  prepared  and  very 
excited  for  her  future  as  a 
college  student. 


[Olir]  Continues  with 


College 


The  purpose  of  the  EL  College  Club  is  to  ensure  that  EL  seniors 
embrace  the  district  vision  of  becoming  college  and  career  ready, 
and  to  make  that  a  reality.  In  order  to  do  this,  EL  students  learn  how 
to  get  a  bank  account,  apply  for  FAFSA,  apply  to  college,  and 
register  for  classes.  The  club’s  advisor,  Mrs.  Schrup,  says,  “We 
want  them  to  draw  on  each  other’s  strengths  in  pursuit  of  this  goal, 
and  develop  a  sense  of  empathy  for  others  by  helping  each  other  in 
this  endeavor.  They  are  in  a  unique  position  to  do  so,  given  their 
diverse  backgrounds.”  The  club  takes  a  field  trip  during  the  year  to 
Black  Hawk  College,  where  club  members  take  the  Michigan 
placement  test,  learn  about  college  life,  and  take  a  Black  Hawk 
College  tour  to  experience  a  real  college  campus.  The  club  has  a 
full  agenda  of  academic  activities  to  help  them  become  college  and 

career  ready. 
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Our  Jz Starts  With 


The  Binding  of  the  Club 

The  Reading  Rocks  (also  known  as 
Book  Club)  has  been  at  Rocky  for 
five  years,  and  in  that  time,  it  has 
pulled  many  different  students 
together  to  enjoy  many  wonderful 
books.  This  year's  line  up  of  books 
have  all  been  chosen  by  the 
students  in  the  club,  and  have  a  wide 
range  of  topics  from  fiction, 
nonfiction,  and  even  some  that 
revolve  around  a  pod  cast.  Some 
even  bring  up  real  world  problems 
and  issues.  Most  of  the  group  really 
enjoy  the  books,  regardless  of  the 
style.  “I  love  the  books!  I  would, 
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BOOK  QU 


THE  YEAR 


“When  adults  say,  “Teenagers  think  they  are 
invincible"  with  that  sly,  stupid  smile  on  their  faces, 
they  don't  know  how  right  they  are.  We  need  never 
be  hopeless,  because  we  can  never  be  irreparably 
broken.  We  think  that  we  are  invincible  because  we 
are.  We  cannot  be  born,  and  we  cannot  die.  Like  all 
energy,  we  can  only  change  shapes  and  sizes  and 
manifestations.  They  forget  that  when  they  get  old. 
They  get  scared  of  losing  and  failing.  But  that  part  of 
us  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  our  parts  cannot  begin 
and  cannot  end,  and  so  it  cannot  fail," 

-  Looking  for  Alaska ,  John  Green 


however,  like  to  read  more  horror 
books  though,"  stated  JaMeiah 
Brooks.  The  club  members  have 
fantastic  memories  from  just  going  to 
meetings.  “I  think  one  of  the  best 
memories  I  have  is  when  I  realized 
Shelby  had  come  to  every  single 
meeting  for  three  years,  or  when  one 
student  tackled  a  returning  Rock,” 
stated  club  advisor,  Amy  Curtiss. 
Many  of  the  members  really  like  that 
the  club  isn't  exclusive,  and  that 
everyone  is  welcome.  “I  love 
everything  about  Book  Club.  My 
most  favorite  part  of  it  is  discussing 
the  current  book  with  everyone.  It 
makes  it  feel  like  everyone  has  a 
say,”  explained  Riana  McGee.  The 
Book  Club  welcomes  all  participants, 
and  all  those  who  share  their  love  of 
reading. 


IF  YOU  READ, 
YOU  ARE  A  READING 
ROCK! 


in  BROOKS 

'Eleanor  was  right:  She  never  looked  nice.  She  looked 
like  art,  and  art  wasn't  supposed  to  look  nice,  it  was 
supposed  to  make  you  feel  something." 

-  Eleanor  and  Park.  Rainbow  Rowell 

MYAH  ACKERLA1 
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CREATING  A  BUSINGS! 


Entrepreneurship  students  do  researctvon 
marketing  for  their  product. 


For  the  second  year,  Rocky 
students  were  able  to  take  part  in 
the  Entrepreneurship  course.  They 
were  tasked  with  the  process  of 
creating  a  business,  and  coming  up 
with  a  product  or  service  idea  for 
that  business.  The  students  were 
grouped  together,  and  placed  with  a 
mentor  to  help  them  to  create  a 
product,  and  then  had  to  pitch  the 
idea  to  the  board  of  directors  in  an 
attempt  to  get  funds  for  production. 
The  teacher,  Mrs.  Matson,  said, 
“The  purpose  of  the  class  is  for 
students  to  collaborate  in  teams  to 
build  a  business.”  She  explains  that 
the  students  are  required  to  use, 
“The  Lean  Start-up  methodology, 
and  the  goals  are  to  start  a 
business  that  makes  money.”  The 
students  in  this  class  have  gained 
skills  that  they  will  take  with  them  to 
school  and  use  into  adulthood. 


i  I 

JeffreyH^arding,  Jerry  Hacker,  Nate  Shesky,  and  Hunter 
-Keicn  work  on  creating  a  new  model  for  their-product  idea 
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Brandt  Samuelson  is 
a  junior  at  Rocky  who 
has  joined  the 
Entrepreneurship 
Class,  and  said,  “My 
favorite  part  of  being 
in  this  group  is  being 
able  to  think  freely 
and  solve  problems 
for  myself  and 
others.”  He  enjoyed 
being  able  to  go  to 
class  every  day  and 
feel  like  he  is  in  an 
actual  office 
environment.  This 
class  has  been  a 
great  opportunity  for 
Brandt  to  explore 
career  options! 
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Zainab  Alfoudari  is  a  junior 
foreign  exchange  student 
and  a  first  year  member  of 
the  African  American 
Heritage  Club.  Her  motivation 
behind  joining  the  club,  she 
recalls,  was,  “I  wanted  to 
learn  about  other  histories 
and  to  expand  my  knowledge 
about  different  cultures.” 
Zainab’s  favorite  memory 
from  this  year  was,  “Studying 
about  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
and  the  marches.”  Aside  from 
helping  with  the  Black  History 
Month  play,  Zainab  notes 
that  she  enjoys  how  the  club, 
“Reads  about  famous  people, 
like  the  first  person  to  fly  an 
airplane  and  the  first  to  go  to 
school.”  Even  though  she  will 
not  be  attending  Rocky  next 
year,  Zainab  has  enjoyed  her 
time  with  the  club  and  what 
she  has  learned. 


[Our]  J&p  is  <Dlv6R<$6 


African  American  Heritage  Club  has  been  a  popular  club  at  the  high  school  and  is 
now  a  Rocktime.  The  club  allows  students  to  learn  more  about  African  American 
heritage  and  culture.  The  club’s  advisor,  Mr.  Clash,  described  that  the  purpose  of 
the  club  is  to,  “Expose  the  members  to  prominent  black  historical  figures  in  African 
American  history.  We  want  to  make  students  aware  of  the  various  major 
accomplishments  by  African  Americans.”  The  AAHC  works  to  help  sponsor  and 
promote  the  high  school’s  annual  African  American  History  Program  in  February. 
Danejah  Vesey,  a  sophomore,  remarks  that  she  became  involved  in  the  progam 
because,  “[Mr.  Clash]  asked  me  to  do  behind  the  scenes.”  But,  the  program  is  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  club’s  activities.  Nicos  McGowan,  a  junior,  said  he  joined  the 
club,  “To  learn  about  African  American  culture,  besides  the  common  facts  we 
already  know  about.”  According  to  Mr.  Clash,  the  club’s  goal  is  to,  “Instill  a  sense  of 
pride  in  our  community,  their  heritage,  and  to  get  more  members  involved  in  the 
club.”  All  in  all,  this  club  has  helped  better  educate  its  members. 


OUR  S&y  starts 

with  a 


When  joining  Poetry  Club,  you  become  a 
part  of  a  “very  close  group,  like  a  family,” 
according  to  advisors,  Mrs.  Hornick  and  Mrs. 
Chewning.  When  the  small  group  meets,  the 
members  are  encouraged  to  express 
themselves  and  share  literary  pieces  written 
by  themselves  or  others.  Mrs.  Hornick  says 
that,  “Supporting  the  viewpoints  of  others  is 
a  challenge  for  the  group,  but  they  overcome 
this  problem  by  trying  to  support  everyone  as 
best  they  can."  Co-Presidents  Dakota  Moore 
and  Amy  Murphy,  and  Secretary  Alaina  Kolls 
lead  the  club,  encourage  each  member  to 
have  confidence  in  their  abilities,  and  realize 
the  power  in  their  voice.  They  say  they  would 
tell  those  hesitant  about  joining  that,  “It  will 
change  your  life  for  the  better."  Alaina  Kolls, 
senior  and  secretary  for  the  group,  has  been 
involved  in  the  therapy-like  circle  that  meets 
to  share  poems  and  discuss  great  poets  for 
three  years.  There  is  a  common  feeling 
among  members  of  this  tight-knit  community 
that  poetry,  especially  shared  poetry,  has  the 
incredible  ability  to  battle  shyness,  insecurity, 
and  loneliness  like  no  other  pastime.  “[Poetry 
Club]  is  a  useful  outlet  to  give  a  voice,  and 
not  worry  about  people  labeling  us,"  she 
says.  Members  of  the  club  are  free  to  write 
about  whatever  topic  they  want,  trusting  that 
their  meeting  is  a  safe  space.  She  mentions 
that  meetings  can  get  emotional,  and  it  is  an 
accepted  and  welcome  fact  of  the  meeting, 
as  well  as  group  hugs.  Their  goal  for  this 
year  is  to  “end  the  year  with  a  bang." 

The  poetry  itself  is  a  relaxed  art, 
celebrating  aspiring  rappers  and  singers  who 
share  their  rhymes,  along  with  the  regular 
poets.  An  adage  among  more  experienced 
members  is  that,  “When  we  can’t  write  any 
more,  it’s  done.”  They  take  inspiration  from 
poets  such  as  Langston  Hughes  and  Maya 
Angelou.  Joining  this  club  has  been  a 
journey  of  sorts  for  members,  as  they  learn 
that  expressing  emotion  is  healthy  and 
beneficial  in  a  supportive  group  setting,  and 
how  to  better  their  work  through  each  other. 
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Dakota  Moore  is  in  her  third  year  in  Poetry  Club,  and 
finds  solace  in  the  freedom  and  open  community  feeling 
that  each  meeting  has.  She  finds  that  her  shyness  has 
all  but  evaporated,  and  her  inspiration  is  Edgar  Allan 
Poe.  Her  change  in  mentality  is  shown  through  her 
work,  which  states,  “So  I  put  my  mask  back  on  and 
smile.  Maybe  someday  I  can  take  it  off  and  show  my 

trup  f are  ” 


The  Clothing  &  Textiles  program  is  in 
full  swing  at  Rock  Island  High  School. 
The  program  was  reinstated  last  year 
with  a  record  number  of  students 
enrolled  in  C  &  T  courses.  Clothing 
and  Textiles  is  a  multi-billion  dollar 
industry,  with  career  opportunities  in 
fashion  design,  merchandising, 
modeling,  and  entrepreneurship.  The 
primary  goal  of  the  program  is  to  give 
Rocky  students  exposure  to  various 
career  opportunities  that  exist  within 
the  industry.  The  program  is  also 
designed  to  give  students  hands  on 
learning  and  occupational  training  in 
clothing  construction  and  textile 
development.  A  rep  from  the  Fashion 
Institute  of  Design  &  Merchandising 
met  with  Rocky  C  &  T  students  last 
Spring.  Students  also  received 
information  about  Fashion 
Merchandising  from  the  Art  Institute 
of  Chicago.  The  Clothing  &  Textiles 
program  was  recently  expanded  to 
include  a  third  level  course  called 
Clothing  &  Textiles  Three.  Mrs. 
Hannah  remarks,  “As  a  Clothing  & 
Textiles  teacher,  I  am  encouraged  by 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  students.  My 
favorite  memories  include  classroom 
projects,  such  as  the  Mouse 
Challenge.  I  also  enjoyed  teaching 
students  how  to  use  math  concepts 
to  draft  patterns  for  clothing 
construction."  The  Fashion  Expo  Club 
is  a  new  Rock  Time  interest  group  at 
Rocky.  Fashion  Expo  officers  include 
JoLicia  Cooper,  President;  Kelsey 
Bagley,  Vice  President;  and  Nicole 
Welsh,  Secretary.  Fashion  Expo  is 
currently  open  to  any  Rocky  student 
with  an  interest  in  clothing  &  textiles 
or  clothing  related  careers. 


[Our]  Jh-y  begins  with  a  Single  Stitch. 
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Top:  Club  members:  Katie  Moore,  Luc  Saintfort, 
Jeffrey  Harding,  Max  Saintfort,  Logan  Haskill,  Eric 
Friestad,  Ethan  Stephenitch. 

Middle:  Players  huddle  up  before  practice. 
Bottom:  Jeffrey  Harding  catches  the  frisbee  as  Logan 
Haskill  stares  in  disbelief. 


Frisbee  is  my  passion. 
My  passion  is  frisbee. 


Josh  Huisman 


Rocky’s  Ultimate  Frisbee  Club, 
started  by  ’16  Rocky  alumni  Liz 
Moore,  doesn’t  play  to  win 
trophies  or  tournaments.  They 
play  because  they  love  the  game. 
Games  normally  take  place  on 
Sunday  afternoons.  Team 
captains  alternate  often 
so  the  hand-picked 
teams  are  always 
different. 

One  member, 

Jeffrey  Harding,  has 
played  on  the  frisbee 
team  for  two  years. 

Jeffrey  appreciates  the  fun  he 
has  with  the  new  friends  he  made 


on  the  team.  He  says, 
“Being  a  non-band  kid,  I 
met  and  made  friendships 
with  a  lot  of  people.” 
Some  of  the  players  are 
considered  role 
models. 

Jeffrey  admires 
Chris  Cooper, 
another  ’16 
Rocky  alum. 
‘Chris  is  the 
greatest  player  I’ve 
ever  seen,”  says 
Jeffrey.  Frisbee  Club  is  a 


d  i  o.  u  •*  u  ^  ,  great  way  to  get  involved 

Below:  Ethan  Stephenitch  and  Luc  1  a 

Saintfort  prepare  for  a  game  to  begin.  at  Rocky. 


Top:  Nate 
Wells 
receives  a 
pass  from 
his  team. 


Middle: 
Joey 
Anderson 
works  to 
make  a 
catch. 


Bottom:  Eric 
Friestad 
successfully 
dives  for 
the  frisbee! 


Above:  Jeffrey  Harding  jumps 
to  make  a  catch. 
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Alex  Axup 


Alex  Axup  has  been 
involved  in  Key  Club  for 
two  years.  To  her,  Key 
Club  “is  a  service  program 
that  teaches  students 
leadership  to  build  their 
community,  as  they  build 
themselves.”  Alex  enjoys 
“being  able  to  volunteer  at 
events  around  the 
community  with  her 
friends”  because  they  are 
able  to  “have  fun  while 
doing  something  great.” 
While  Key  Club  is  involved 
in  many  volunteer 
opportunities,  Alex’s 
favorite  thing  is  “at  the  end 
of  the  year,  whatever 
money  we  raise,  we 
donate  to  a  good  cause. 


[Our]  is  Helping  Others. 

Ethan  Braun  and  Sammie  Hernandez  joined  Key  Club  because  of  their 
drive  to  help  others  throughout  the  community,  as  well  as  around  the  school. 
Sammie,  a  junior,  said  that  Key  Club  is,  “Somewhere  where  you  can  find 

ways  to  not  only  help  the  school,  but  also  the  community  through  fun 
events.”  Ethan,  a  sophomore,  said  his  favorite  memory  was  getting  together 
with  other  Key  Club  members  to  volunteer  at  Festival  of  Trees.  He  says  he 
loved,  “Helping  the  kids,  enjoying  the  scenery,  and  having  a  good  time.”  In 
addition  to  the  Festival  of  Trees,  Key  Club  has  volunteered  for  the  Pancakes 
for  Pitties  Breakfast,  Trick-or-treating  for  canned  goods,  the  Kiwanis  Bag 
Tournament,  and  the  Kiwanis  Coat  Drive.  Ms.  Douglas  and  Mrs.  Chewning, 
first-year  staff  leaders,  enjoyed  “taking  a  group  of  students  to  the  Botanical 
Center  to  pass  out  coats,  hats,  and  gloves  to  elementary  students  from  the 
district,  who  are  in  need  of  winter  clothing.”  With  many  successful  events 
throughout  the  community,  Key  Club,  through  Ethan’s  eyes,  is  “a  bunch  of 
people  having  a  good  time,  doing  things  to  help  others  in  the  community.” 


Our  j3fc 


Y[OUR]  Jby 


Emily  Jansen,  a  sophomore 
member  of  the  Dance  Marathon 
committee  had  a  great  time 
attending  the  event.  Emily  says, 
“I  like  being  a  part  of  this 
organization  because  it  supports 
a  great  cause!”  Her  favorite  part 
about  Dance  Marathon,  Emily 
states,  “Was  hearing  a  family’s 
story  about  their  child’s  cancer, 
which  made  me  realize  the 
reason  for  being  there.” 
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Dance  Marathon,  a  fundraiser  for 
the  Children’s  Miracle  Network  of  the 
University  of  Iowa’s  Children’s  Hospital, 
is  always  a  fun  event  that  the  students  of 
Rock  Island  High  School  look  forward  to. 
“Our  goal  is  to  raise  money  for  the 
organization,  as  well  as  spreading  the 
word  to  get  students  involved,”  says  Ms. 
McGlaughlin.  Dance  Marathon  has  a 
student  committee  who  is  in  charge  of 
helping  organize  and  attend  the  event. 
Their  co-president  Pearson  Kerchner 
states,  “My  favorite  memory  this  year 
with  my  group  is  being  able  to  go  to  St. 
Ambrose,  and  see  their  Dance  Marathon 
and  experience  it.”  A  lot  of  time  and 
effort  goes  into  organizing  this 
dance,  but  the  committee  does 
face  challenges.  Ms.  McGlaughlin 
says,  “Our  biggest  challenge  we 
have  to  face  within  our  group  is 
fundraising  for  this  huge  event.” 
But  despite  all  of  the  hardships, 
Dance  Marathon  has  great 
student  leaders  who  get  the  job 
done. 


Top  Left:  Ms.  Ramirez, 
Mr.  Lopez,  and  Mrs. 
Regan  love  sharing  the 
Spanish  language  and 
culture  with  their 
students. 

Top  Right:  Secretary: 
Yvette  Umphrey, 
President:  Annika 
Hong,  Vice  President: 
Maddie  Inman,  & 
Treasurer:  Aaliyah 


Our  is 

SpanishClub 


Smith 

Bottom  Right:  Maddie 
Inman,  Maya  Saucedo, 
&  Yvette  Umphrey  at 
movie  night. 


The  popularity  of  Spanish  class 
has  led  to  a  continued  popularity 
of  Rocky’s  Spanish  Club,  a  place 
where  students  can  learn  more 
about  the  language  and  cultures 
they  love.  New  club  advisor,  Mr. 
Lopez,  who  has  been  involved 
with  the  club  for  3  years,  believes 
everyone  would  enjoy  the 
organization.  “Our  goal  is  to  have 
students  interact  and  do  fun 
things  together,”  says  Mr.  Lopez. 
Yvette  Umphrey,  first  year 
Spanish  Club  member,  likes  the 
friendly  environment  of  the  club. 
She  says,  “My  favorite  thing  about 
the  club  is  that  the  people  who 
joined  are  awesome,  and 
everyone  is  super  nice.  It  is  a 
good  time.”  The  Spanish  Club 
continues  to  work  to  create  fun 


Y[0UR]  J&y 


First  year  Spanish  Club  member, 
Maya  Saucedo,  has  been  very 
involved  in  the  organization  this 
year.  Despite  being  a  first  year 
member,  she  is  very  glad  she 
joined  the  club.  “I  really  enjoy 
being  in  Spanish  Club.  I  get  to 
have  fun,  and  meet  new  people 
who  also  take  Spanish  class,”  she 
states.  Maya  hopes  that  people 
enjoy  being  involved  in  the  club  as 
much  as  she  does. 


and  lasting  memories  for  all  of  its  M 
members.  A 
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“In  this  group,  I  am  introduced  to 
new  experiences,  new 
opportunities,  and  new  people,” 
said  Nichole  Frels,  a  junior 
Student  Ambassador.  “Every 
day,  I  make  new  memories  and 
new  friends.”  She  explains, 
“We  help  the  community  and 
school  grow,  as  well  as  our 
school  reputation.”  Being  in 
Student  Ambassadors  has 
helped  her  push  herself, 
especially  when  it  comes  to  her 
academics.  “Ambassadors  is 
another  push  to  keep  my  grades 
up  and  try  more  advanced 
classes,”  said  Nichole.  To  her, 
Ambassadors  are  supposed  to 
change  and  improve  the  school 
in  a  positive  way.  “Being  a 
Student  Ambassador  means 
making  a  positive  change  in  the 
school.  Next  year,  I  plan  to  be 
back  to  help  improve  it  even 
more.”  Nichole  is  a  perfect 
representation  of  how  the  group 
has  influenced  its  members  in 
and  out  of  school. 


[Our]  is  about 
Developing  Leadership 


“Being  in  Student  Ambassadors  has  taught  me 
to  be  more  caring  and  responsible  when  it  comes  to 
Rock  Island  High  School."  said  Ty  Lewis,  one  of  the 
Junior  Student  Ambassadors.  Student 
Ambassadors  are  individuals  who  have  been 
making  a  difference  in  Rock  Island  High  School  for 
three  years.  This  year,  the  Ambassadors  are 
continuing  to  tutor  freshmen,  mentor  area  youth, 
built  a  float  for  the  Labor  Day  Parade,  and  raised 
i  money  for  suicide  awareness.  "We  want  to  help  all 
we  can  by  tutoring,  clean  ups,  community  service, 
and  even  conferences  with  parents,”  said  Lewis. 
“This  year,  we  have  been  more  involved  in  the 
district  schools,”  says  Omidullah  Barikzay,  a  senior 
and  second  year  member  of  the  group.  The 
organization  helped  the  community  by  assisting  at 
the  elementary  schools  for  school  programs. 
According  to  Mrs.  Parer,  one  of  the  advisors  for  the 
organization,  the  Student  Ambassadors,  ”ls  a  group 
of  fantastic  young  people  who  all  have  a  common 
goal  of  making  their  school,  district,  and  community  better."  To  become  a  part  of  this  group,  prospective  students 
must  go  through  an  interview  process  the  year  before  they  want  to  join.  And.  if  accepted  into  the  program,  students 
will  work  with  other  ambassadors  to  try  to  make  a  difference.  All  in  all,  not  only  is  the  group  a  great  way  for 
students  to  make  an  impact,  but,  according  to  Omidullah,  it  gave  him,  “The  opportunity  to  work  with  people  of 
different  backgrounds,  which  helped  me  get  better  in  communication  with  others,  and  develop  leadership  skills, 
which  I  can  use  outside  of  school  in  my  life.” 
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“I  feel  like  I’ve  become  more  of  a 
leader,  and  let  the  members 
express  themselves  in  a  positive, 
yet  impactful  way!” 

-  Lauren  Bell 

Student  Senate  President 


“I  have  been  a  Journalism  Editor  for  two 
years  now,  and  I  absolutely  love  it!  It  has 

3  gotten  me  more  involved  with  school, 
and  I  have  learned  so  many  different 
things  about  Rocky  that  I  didn’t  know 
before.”  If 
-  Rachael  Cupp,  Senior  Editor 


“I  definitely  feel  like  because  of  my 
position,  I  have  been  able  to  be  a  better 
contributer  to  the  club.  I’ve  seen  what  has 
worked  in  the  past,  and  what  has  not. 
We’ve  grown  a  lot  this  year  because  of  it!” 
-  Ellie  Hoeper,  Drama  Club  President 
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“This  position  has  definitely  given  me  a  huge 
confidence  boost,  and  taught  me  that  in  order 
to  gain  respect,  you  have  to  give  respect.  It  has 
also  definitely  made  me  a  stronger  leader,  not 
only  in  band,  but  outside  of  school,  as  well.” 

-  Caity  Treanor,  Senior  Drum  Major 


“Art  Club  has  given  me  a  new 
appreciation  for  the  way  that 
^  creativity  can  positively  influence 
every  aspect  of  daily  life.” 

-  Kari  Meyer,  Art  Club 
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starts  with  your 
passion  for  this 
four-year  home, 
Rock  Island 
High  School. 

You  find  bliss  at  Almquist  Field,  cheering  on  your 
closest  friends  and  classmates  from  the  bleacher 
seats.  Homecoming  fills  you  with  the  Rocky  pride 
that  everyone  talks  about,  throughout  the 
assembly,  the  parade,  the  game,  and  the 
dance.  Some  of  the  best  days  here  are  the 
ones  included  in  Spirit  Week,  allowing  you  to 
express  your  creativity  in  your  outrageous 
ensembles.  You  await  your  favorite  time 
of  year,  basketball  season,  when 
everyone  rushes  into  the  fieldhouse  to 
escape  the  harsh  Midwest  winters. 
During  your  time  here,  you  become  a 
part  of  a  family.  You  make  some  of 
your  dearest  memories  while 
wearing  red  and  gold, 
representing  the  school  you 
attend  and  the  town  you  love. 
You  are  a  Rock,  unique  and 
irreplaceable,  forever. 
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Emma  Osborn 

“I  need  Chipotle!!” 


Zach  Mlekush 

“You  know  I’m  really  sad  about 
Marching  Band  ending,  but  wow, 
I’m  excited  for  Sleigh  Ride." 


Taylor  Spencer 

“Senior  year  makes  my  heart  so 
happy  and  so  sad  at  the  same 
time." 


Snapchat 

►  Sydney  Branson  ^ 


“I  like  to  take 
snaps  with  my  cat 
because  she  is  so 
cute.  Why  would  I 
deprive  the  rest  of 
the  world  of  her 
beauty?” 


Tatum  Flores 

“I  like 
Snapchat 
because  of  the 
cool  goat 
filters.” 


Kari  Meyer 


@karimeyer7:  “THE  PIONEERS 
USED  TO  RIDE  THESE  BABIES  FOR 

miles: 


Gabe  Gonzalez:  “I  like 
Snapchat  because  I  have  a 
lot  of  friends  on  there, 
and  it's  addicting.” 


Maegan  Tallman: 
“Instagram,  because  I 
can  document  my  life 
through  pictures.” 

Anna  Rowel  1 :  “I  like 
Snapchat  because  I  get 
to  see  what  my  other 
classmates  are  doing.” 


Logan  Haskill 


@logan.haskill:  “On  the  Mighty 
Mississippi." 


What  is  your  favorite 
social  media  app? 
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6:50  AM  Wake  up,  get  dressed,  eat  breakfast. 
7:50  AM  Leave  for  school. 

8:00  AM  Frantically  study  or  chill  in  Mrs. 
Parer’s  room. 

8:20  AM  Begin  the  day  with  talking  to  my 
friends  and  making  jokes  so  that  they  laugh. 
This  continues  on  and  off  throughout  the  day. 
11:25  AM  Eat  lunch  and  flip  milk  cartons 
because  there  are  no  water  bottles  to  flip. 

3:33  PM  Sit  in  Little  Theater,  pondering  life 

and  memes  (they're  one  in 
the  same). 

3:45  PM  Start  play 
practice. 

6:00  PM  Go  home. 


Name:  Vincent  Freiburg,  Sophomore 

6:30  AM  Wake  up,  shower,  get  dressed, 
eat  breakfast,  brush  teeth,  etc. 

7:45  AM  Leave  the  house. 

7:51  AM  Arrive  at  school  and  chill  in  Mrs. 
Foster’s  room. 

8:20  AM  -3:33  PM  School. 

4:00  PM  Stage  manage  Rocky’s  Fall  Play 
rehearsal. 

4:45  PM  Leave  play  rehearsal  to  attend 

play  rehearsal  at  The 
Center  for  Living  Arts. 

5-7  PM  Play  rehearsal. 
7:05  PM  Head  home. 

7:15  PM  Go  home  and  do 
homework. 

11:30  PM  Go  to  bed. 

Name:  Zach  Mlekush,  Junior 


Name:  Gwendalyn  Waggoner,  Freshman 

5:00  AM  Wake  up 
and  get  ready. 

5:45-  7:20  AM  Swim 
practice 
7:50  AM  Eat 
breakfast  in  the 
cafeteria. 

8:20-3:33  School. 
3:45-5:45  PM  Swim 
practice. 

6:30  PM  Homework. 

7:00  PM  Dinner/ 
chores. 

8:00  PM  Finish  up  any 
homework  and  do 
anything  else. 

8:30  PM  Pack  swim 
bag  and  clothes  for  the  morning. 

9:00  PM  SLEEP! 


Name:  Jasmine  Thomas,  Senior 


6:30  AM  Let  my  dog 
out  and  feed  him. 
6:50  AM  Get  in  the 
shower,  brush  my 
teeth,  do  my  hair, 
and  get  dressed. 
7:40  AM  Get  to 


school. 

8:20  AM  -  2:39  PM  School. 
4:00-6:00  PM  Cheer  practice. 

6:15  PM  Get  home  and  feed  the  dog 
again. 

6:30  PM  Start  on  homework. 

8:00-  9:00  PM  Eat  dinner. 

12:00  AM  Be  asleep. 
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In  the  summer  of  2016, 
Spencer  Zeglin  went  on  a 
rockin'  Foreign  Exchange  to 
Germany  with  his  class.  He 
got  to  see  what  going  to  a 
German  school  was  like, 
attended  a  festival,  and  even 
went  to  France  and  Austria. 


During  a  rockin'  family 
vacation  last  summer,  Claire 
McKay  visited  Glacier 
National  Park,  Mount 
Rushmore,  the  Badlands,  and 
Yellowstone. 


Donell  Clark  took  his  rockin' 
vacation  all  the  way  to 
Europe  with  his  family  last 
summer  During  his  trip,  he 
visited  Paris,  Venice,  and 
Prague. 


iey  went  on  a 
ion  over  Fall 


Shannon  Ker 
rockin' 

Breai 

swimmei 

jo  Zoo, 
to  try  out 
Mission  Beach. 


rts  programs-  Emily  Painter 

“Whether  it  be  music,  theater,  or  art,  we  all  have  the  chance  to  work  together  and  create  amazing  things." 

lackhawk  Park-  Tatum  Flores 


hoir-  Anastasia  Kask 

“We  get  to  sing  a  lot  of  different  songs  and  meet  cool  people.” 

iversity-  Chelsea  Griffin 

“It’s  so  cool  being  able  to  see  different  outlooks  on  life  in  the  hallways;  our  differences  are  so  beautiful!" 

ac-  Vanessa  Torres 

“EAC  is  so  much  fun  and  we  work  to  clean  up  the  environment.” 

OOtball  games-  Lauren  Bell 
reek  test-  Emma  Wahlmann 

“I  love  all  of  the  food  and  watching  the  dancers!” 

appy  Joe’s-  Charlie  Salzmann 

“It’s  just  cool  that  we  have  tasty  restaurants  like  Happy  Joe’s  that  are  unique  to  our  area.” 

Ce  skating-  Sarah  McCullough 
ohn  Deere-  Zach  Blumberg 

“John  Deere  gives  the  Quad  Cities  a  rich  history  and  offers  a  multitude  of  jobs  locally.” 

ey  Club-  Pearson  Kerchner 

“I  am  able  to  make  a  difference  in  the  community  by  serving  others." 

1  agomarcino’s-  Stephanie  Kerno 

“The  ice  cream  sundaes  are  always  super  yummy!” 

m  ississippi  River-  Kari  Meverfpjf=> 
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What  Rocky  Students _Like 

ike  shoes-  Lady  Rocks’  Basketball 

rchestra  -  Rachel  Long 

“We  are  like  a  family,  and  we  always  stick  together,  no  matter  what.” 

arks  -  Santiana  Lynn 

“The  parks  make  it  so  much  fun  to  have  events  like  birthday  parties  and  family  reunions." 

uad  city  style  pizza  -  Alex  Axup 


iver  music  experience  -  Mackenzie  Noppe 

“RME  has  taught  me  what  being  a  great  musician  is  about-  giving  back  to  others.” 

wimming  -  Jordan  Gale 

“Swimming  gives  me  a  chance  to  swim  like  a  Rock,  and  represent  my  school." 

rack  -  Leigha  Sebben 

“I  have  had  tons  of  new  experiences  through  track,  and  love  hanging  out  with  my  friends.” 

nity  -  Maegan  Tallman 

“I  love  how  we  can  come  together  as  a  school,  especially  at  Friday  night  football  games!" 

lew-  Audrey  Gale 
Iflf  hitey’S-  Kylie  Wymer 

“Chocolate  chip  cookie  dough  malts  are  the  best!” 

C-  Jaida  Woody 

“Cross  country  is  a  great  opportunity  for  me  to  push  myself  every  day.” 

youth  groups-  Sera  Calhoun 

“My  youth  group  just  made  Christmas  boxes  for  children  in  other  countries!” 

00-  Taylor  Sierens 

“I  love  seeing  the  giraffes  at  Niabi.” 
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Alton- 

Beach  Night 


Moline  - 

Red  and  Gold  Night 


East  Moline  - 
Camouflage  Night 


Post 

Season 
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Moline  -  Alleman  -  Quincy  -  Galesburg  - 

Retro  Night  Jersey  Night  White  Out  Senior  Night 
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Hidden 


Luc  Saintfort 


can  solve  a  Rubik's  cube  in  12.5  seconds.  I  started 
learning  to  solve  a  Rubik’s  cube  in  7th  grade  I  enjoy  how 
every  tone  I  solve  one,  it  is  never  the  same  It  is  an  . 

!"t®"f.f.ln9  a,nd  c°mPlicated  P^zle,  and  I  like  challenging 
myself  to  solve  it  faster  than  before.”  9  ® 


Caity  Treanor 

“I  have  been  dancing  competitively  since  I  was  4  years 
old.  I  dance  many  different  genres,  such  as  tap,  jazz, 
ballet,  and  musical  theater.  I  love  that  I  am  able  to 
express  myself  and  be  as  passionate  as  I  want. 


Jacob  Naab 


“I  started  playing  the  didgeridoo  2  years  aqo  and  I 

'  6  aVt  IS  suc^  a  weird  instrument,  and  not  many 

"  fXiStS' '  Can  imPress  People  with  my 
skills  because  it  is  not  a  hard  instrument  to  play  you 
just  need  practice.”  H  y’  y 


Mr.  Kennelly 

“I  have  been  playing  dek  hockey  for  my  league  for 
5  years  now,  and  I  currently  hold  the  record  for  the 
most  games  played.  I  played  street  hockey  as  a 
kid,  and  now  I  love  getting  to  play  competitively 
with  great  friends  and  teammates. 


Emily  Jansen 


?c^fAgan  !rish  dancin9  competitively  when  I  was  5,  after 
saw  a  show  at  an  Irish  festival.  It  is  a  lot  like 
modernized  river  dancing,  in  which  I  do  solo  dances  I 

,  ?Vhe  .met  mar|y  Pe°Ple  and  made  great  friends  through 
Irish  dancing  across  the  Midwest.”  9" 


1 .)  Patrick  Bilenganya  was 
born  in  Congo  DRC,  and 
moved  to  the  U.S.  on  April  8, 
201 1 .  Patrick  notes,  “I  like  that 
the  U.S.  has  new  things  to  see, 
and  to  meet  new  people, 
friends,  and  school.  But  I  miss 
my  friends  and  grandparents 
that  are  still  in  Congo.” 

5.)  Ma  Khin  Win  was  born  in 
Thailand,  and  moved  to  the 
U.S.  in  2013.  Ma  explains,  “I 
like  to  learn  English,  but 
miss  my  friends  and  family, 
and  my  old  school  in 
Thailand.” 


2.)  Mohammed  Abass  was 
born  in  Iraq,  and  moved  to 
the  U.S.  in  2014.  He  recalls, 
“I  like  the  lifestyle  in  the 
U.S.,  learning,  working,  and 
getting  to  have  fun  here.  I  do 
miss  my  family  back  home 
in  Iraq.” 

6.)  Sher  Nay  Paw  was  born  in 
Thailand,  and  moved  to  the 
U.S.  in  2010.  Sher  shares,  “I 
like  the  education  in  the  U.S., 
and  getting  to  know  new 
people,  languages,  and 
different  history.  But,  I  miss  my 
beautiful  homeland  and  the 
people,  and  not  being  able  to 
learn  about  my  life  history." 


3.)  Poe  Thu  was  born  in  Thailand, 
and  moved  to  the  U.S.  in  2008. 
Poe  says,  “I  enjoy  going  to  school 
for  free,  not  having  to  work  ’til  I 
am  done  with  school,  having  nice 
teachers,  and  a  good  education  in 
the  U.S.  I  do  miss  my  friends, 
family  dog,  and  all  the  fun  I  had 
with  them  back  home." 

7.)  Kaskile  Saleh  was  born  in 
Tanzania,  in  a  village  called 
Rugugu,  but  grew  up  in  Kenya, 
and  moved  to  the  U.S.  on 
November  27,  2013.  Kaskile 
explains,  “I  like  that  I  get  to  see 
new  things  in  the  U.S.  that  I  have 
never  been  able  to  see.  I  still  miss 
my  family,  friends,  and  food  I  have 
not  had  since  I  left  Kenya.” 


4.)  Cho  Cho  Aye  was 
born  in  Thailand,  and 
moved  to  the  U.S.  in 
2013.  Cho  remarked,  “I 
like  going  on  vacation  and 
being  with  friends,  but  I 
miss  my  homeland, 
school,  and  friends.” 

8.)  Way  Si  was  born  in 
Thailand,  and  moved  to 
the  U.S.  in  2012.  Way 
excitedly  notes,  “I  like 
to  learn  new  things,  but 
I  miss  all  my  friends 
and  my  house  in 
Thailand." 

187 


Gwendalyn  Waggoner  Jarren  Sanders  Kari  Meyer 


Logan  Haskill  Taylor  Spencer  Sam  Pauwels 


Hannah  House  Alex  Sierens  Grace  Hayes 
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JUNIORS  VISES 
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All  of  our  shirt  ideas 
were  copyrighted 
or  offensive 


I 


Selena  Duarte  and  Milo 


Kayli  Buckrop  and 
Cupcake 


Alexandra  Shuck  and 
Wilson 


Ashlee  Minear  and 
Sadie  Sue 


Mackenzie  Melody  and 
Gauge 


Jacob  Naab  with  Koda 
and  Lilly 


Kristina  Mathews  and 
Bella 


Maddie  Inman  and 
Mudge 


Yesenia  Castaneda  and 
Charlie 


Tatum  Flores  and  Lucy 


Lexie  Angusich  and  Luna 


Rachel  Long  and  Patches 
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Almqwist  Field 

Fanatics 


EIQNER 

"Being  a  part  of  a  group, 
like  a  family,  joined  together 
for  the  main  goal  of 
watching  our  team  succeed 
is  the  best  thing  ever.” 


Imma  Finch 

“I’ve  made  most  of  my 
favorite  high  school 
memories  while  cheering 
on  the  boys,  with  my 
closest  friends.” 


Grace  SlGLCR 

“My  favorite  part  about 
being  a  superfan  is 
watching  how  the  students 
and  community  come 
together  to  support  each 
other.” 


“Honestly,  I  like  cheering 
and  watching  my  peers 
excel  in  their  sports.” 
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AM  LlTTLK 


live*  McCiAW 

“I  really  love  to  super  fan  for 
the  unity  and  tradition. 
Nothing  beats  coming 
together  to  cheer  on  our 
school  after  a  long  week.” 


“Being  in  the  student 
section  is  great  because 
I’m  making  memories  I'll 
cherish  later  in  life.” 


Quarry 

Crams 


Mason  Wstsman 

“My  favorite  thing  about 
super  fanning  is  pumping 
up  the  crowd  and  getting 
everyone  excited  for  us  to 
win!” 


Bails?  Allisoin 

“I  love  being  a  fan  because 
I  feel  like  it’s  the  best  way 
to  show  support  for  the 
school.” 


From  Wrigley 
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Kylie  Wymer 
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Mackenzie  Munday 
&  Emma  Finch 


Gabriel  Gonzalez 


Mrs.  Young 


Alexandra  Axup  & 
Camille  Brune 


Jacob  Tauke 


Ryan  Holtan 


Emma  &  Andrew 
Beierlein 


John  Martin 


Nichole  Frels 
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Rachael  Cupp 


Mrs.  Anderson,  Ms. 
Miers,  &  Mr.  Melody 
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“The  best  part  of  having  a  twin  is  always 
having  someone  to  laugh  with,  and  lots  of 
inside  jokes.” 

-  Jasmine  White 

“I  know  that  I'll  always  have  a  friend,  and 
we  share  lots  of  funny  moments  together." 
-  Jalise  White 


“I  always  have  someone  to  talk 
to.” 

-  Kylee  Homan 
“I  like  annoying  her!” 

-  Breanna  Homan 


“We  really  aren’t  twins.  We’re  one  mind 
that  splits  into  two  bodies  in  the  morning.” 
-  Luc  Saintfort 


“We  don’t  think  we  look  alike,  but  the 
best  part  about  having  a  twin  is  that 
they're  always  there  to  pick  you  up 
when  you've  fallen  down.” 

-  Erica  and  Kayla  Depoorter 


“I  know  that  I  will  always  have  Casey,  no 
matter  who  else  leaves  me.  He  is  stuck 
with  me  forever.” 

-  Camryn  Comodore 

“We  have  a  great  bond,  and  I  like  being  in 
school  together.” 

-  Casey  Comodore 


“The  best  part  is  knowing  that  she'll 
always  be  there  for  me,  no  matter  what.” 
-  Amber  Haskill 

“Sometimes,  when  people  ask  if  we  are 
twins,  we  tell  them  we're  not,  just  to  see 
their  reactions!” 

-  Amy  Haskill 
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